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GOLD!
Just what we need when the days are closing in and the 

mercury is dropping: a warm golden glow for the Village 
from the recent award ceremonies for London in Bloom 

and Britain in Bloom. 

Thanks to the long-standing and indefatigable leadership of 
Helen Lerner, the Village hit new heights both here on the 
ground and in the eyes of the RHS judges.  

And if you want to help create the glory as well as bask  
in it, you can always get involved in the monthly  
gardening group. Details of that and of all the prizes  
are on the page opposite…



Walthamstow Village in Bloom
The results in full
By Helen Lerner
Have you heard? After 15 years of 
Village gardening, blood, sweat and 
tears we’ve finally won that elusive 
national Gold Medal! 

At a very exciting awards 
ceremony in Lllandudno, 
the Walthamstow Village in 

Bloom team – Jakob Hartmann, 
Teresa Deacon, Caroline Barton, 
John Chambers and myself (Helen 
Lerner) represented the London 
region in the Urban Community 
category, where we were awarded  
our first Gold Medal. 

But that’s not all; we also scooped 
the RHS Britain in Bloom Growing 
Communities Award to recognise 
our community’s team-work to 
transform the area. 

And for the cherry on the cake,  
I was very was honoured to receive 
an RHS Community Champion of 
the Year award. 

National judges Darren Share 
and Geraldine King said on the 
judging sheet: ‘Walthamstow Village 
certainly puts the “community” into 
community gardening. The effort put 
in by all was impressive. Well done 
to everyone involved and we look 
forward to see your future successes. 
A very well-deserved Gold.’

Local Front Garden & Beautiful 
Premises Challenge Winners
We held our local awards ceremony 
at the WVRA AGM on 6 November 
where all our 2017 awards were 
on show and, after the formal 
business, Helen and Teresa presented 
Certificates of Participation and 
London in Bloom Certificates  
of Excellence to the challenge 
entrants present. 

Challenge Winners
Best Community Garden – 
Gerard Clegg and the Cherry 
Close residents

Best Front Garden – Dickon J C 
Bowling, East Avenue

Best Containers – Georgina 
Abbott, Beulah Road

Best Hanging Baskets – 
Benjamin Hills, Beulah Road 

Best Balcony – Felicity Sykes, 
Alander Mews 

Best Tended Tree-Pit – Mick, The 
East London Sausage Company £100 

Most Improved Front Garden – Jane 
Radford of Beulah Road 

Certificates were also presented  
as a token of thanks to members  
of the team of Weekly Waterers  
who care for the Village Veg Plots. 
Congratulations and well done to all 
Challenge entrants and very many 
thanks to our Gardening Group, 
especially Jakob Hartmann, and all 

our volunteers who work 
so hard to get and keep the Village 
looking good. And also thanks to our 
hardworking and community-minded 
residents, schools, organisations 
and businesses, and to everyone 
who attended clean-ups, social and 
fund-raising events and generously 
supported and sponsored our entry. 

And if you want to help maintain 
those gold standards…

WVRA Gardening Club – first 
Saturday of every month, come rain 
or shine! Please do come and join us 
on the first Saturday of every month 
at the Village Square at 10.30am for a 
couple of hours. We have a year-round 
programme of digging, pruning, 
planting and weeding, and you can 
bring your own tools or use ours. It’s 
good, healthy fun for all ages and 
gardening abilities, with the bonus 
of getting to meet lovely people and 
make the area look fantastic.

“Walthamstow Village 
certainly puts the 
‘community’ into 
community gardening. 
Well done to everyone 
who was involved”



Local gifts for local people
A Village gift guide to give you a win/win this Christmas: avoid the crush of the West End 
and support local traders at the same time

Christmas hamper (hamper made  
up for free if you spend £25 or more),  
Orford Saloon Deli, Orford Road

Handmade tiles, £8 each,
Finamore, Orford Road

Boxed set of four ales, £13,
Wild Card Brewery,  
Ravenswood Industrial Estate
(wildcardbrewery.co.uk)

Pillars T-shirt, £20, or buy 
the T-shirt and a 6-pack of 

lager for £30, Pillars Brewery, 
Ravenswood Industrial Estate

French paté gift set, £10.50,
East London Sausage  

Company, Orford Road 



Sloe gin, from  
£14.95 for 200ml,
Mother’s Ruin, 
Ravenswood 
Industrial Estate
(mothersruin.net)

Vintage-style baubles,  
£16.95 for a set of four,  
Here on Earth, Orford Road

Locally produced honey, 
soap and salt scrub, from £5,  

BEE17 (contact @bee17.bz)

Fresh pine table 
decorations, from 

£10, Petals in Bloom, 
Orford Road

Message Board with 
letter set, £39, Debbie 
Bliss Home, Orford Rd 
(debbieblisshome.com)

Vintage German ceramics,  
from £25, Blackduke,
Grove Road



Jassie Mo, a long-haired Persian tortie, 
could be found in any number of 
places in the shop – curled up on 

one of the vintage chairs for sale, draped 
across the tissue paper on the counter (for 
maximum attention), happily snoozing in 
a sunny window display or sitting out on 
the pavement, watching the newly arriving 
Village hipsters. Occasionally she could be 
seen dining just up the road, complete with 
her own Eat 17 saucer.

She became something of a local celebrity 
with children and adults alike, who would 
come in to see the laid-back, gentle Jassie Mo 
with the permanently cross face. She even got 
a mention in Time Out magazine. Sales were 
boosted no end!

Sadly, Penny shut up shop in July 2014 and decided to move away 
from the area, but couldn’t take Jassie Mo. Happily, this Jassie 
fan was able to offer her a new home in the Village, where she is 
enjoying her retirement at the grand age of 17 with a staff of two 
seeing to her every need.

Now just plain Jassie, and a little hard of hearing, she may have 
lost some of her celebrity status but life out of the spotlight 
doesn’t seem to worry her too much. She loves basking in the sun in the 
garden and still favours sleeping on a chair or on a table top as she did in Penny’s shop, no 
doubt dreaming of her glamorous, glory days in her Orford Road institution.  

Jassie Mo didn’t go (far)…
Exclusive! If you remember Penny Fielding’s Beautiful Interiors shop at 34 Orford Road 
(now part of the Orford Saloon tapas bar and deli), you will surely remember Penny’s 
equally beautiful resident shop cat, Jassie Mo (aka J-Mo or Mish). By Teresa Deacon



As we have already mentioned, 
we did absolutely brilliantly 
in our London in Bloom and 

Britain in Bloom entries, winning a 
haul of awards and recognition for all 
the hard work that our volunteers put 
in over the year to make Walthamstow 
Village a wonderful place to live and 
visit. The icing on the cake was Helen 
Lerner – who heads up the gardening 
sub – getting special recognition for 
all her hard work and dedication with 
an individual ‘Community Champion 
Award’. She was one of only 13 people in 
the UK to receive the award, so it really 
was very special indeed. Well done and 
thank you, Helen, for all your work!

Our AGM also heard various updates 
from committee members on their areas 
of responsibility, including planning 
issues we’ve taken up, membership and 
the adoption of the draft accounts.

The membership sub-committee 
reported that, while they had worked 
hard to move most members to paying by 
standing order, they were disappointed 
to note that membership had dropped  
by approximately 30% to just 62 

households in total. This is such a 
shame as the committee relies heavily 
on the income of membership to be 
able to hold events and carry on with 
planned activities in the coming year. 
Having such a drop in membership 
does put some of this at risk. So please 
do consider becoming a member! It’s 
only £12 per year. You can join up at 
walthamstowvillage.net/membership.

We were also very lucky to have Chris 
Proctor, the Mini Holland initiative 
lead for Waltham Forest Council at 
the meeting. He gave a brief overview 
of the post implementation review 
and explained how the analysis of the 
technical data they had gathered would 
be used when considering the success 
(or not) of the scheme against their key 
objectives. He then gave an opportunity 

for residents to ask questions. While 
the committee remains impartial on 
the Mini Holland initiative, we have 
made a commitment to help Waltham 
Forest Council keep an open dialogue 
with Village residents, so this was 
a great opportunity to do that. All 
comments made to Chris at the 
meeting can be viewed on our website 
(walthamstowvillage.net) and those 
comments will be considered as part  
of their ongoing review.

Before the final part of the evening, 
which was a great opportunity to chat 
to others over a glass of wine and slice 
of cake, there was some more formal 
business to deal with, including voting 
in key members of the committee and 
making sure the existing members are 
still keen to serve the community (which 
I’m really pleased to say everyone was). 
Key members voted in were as follows:

Chair: Megan Whitear
Secretary: David Baker
Treasurer: Paul Gasson

So, on behalf of all the committee 
members, I would like to thank you all 
for your ongoing support and would like 
to once again encourage those of you 
who are not yet members to consider 
joining. If you are new to the Village, 
you can check out our website for more 
information on all the great work our 
team of volunteers do, as well as that  
all–important membership form. 

We look forward to seeing you all at the 
various events we have planned for the 
coming year.

Help support Village events!
A packed meeting room at 
the back of the Community 
hub was the venue for this 
year’s Walthamstow Village 
Residents’ Association 
AGM, and we had a lot to 
discuss! By Megan Whitear



Things that you can do in 
the Village this winter 

Christmas Lunch for Seniors
21st December, noon 
Waltham Forest Community Hub, Orford Road. 
A great opportunity to meet local people and celebrate  
Christmas. The Hub is offering a free Christmas lunch for the 
over 60s. As well as a lovely tradytional curry, courtesy of Sham’s 
Kitchen, there will be a variety of entertainment to help celebrate 
the Christmas season.

Vestry House Museum 
Sunday 10th December
A Victorian Christmas – Family Day
1.30pm – 4pm, free, festive fun at Vestry House! Visit Father 
Christmas and enjoy making Victorian Christmas decorations.  
For families of all ages.

St Mary’s Church Christmas Services
24th December 
2.30pm – Christingle service (under 5s)  
4.30pm – Christingle service (older children)  
11.15pm – Midnight Communion
25th December
10.30am – Holy Communion for all ages

Walthamstow Village Market 
Every Saturday
10.30am – 3.30pm
Waltham Forest Community Hub, Orford Road.
Indoor and outdoor food market with stalls offering  
local artisanal food and products. 
E17villagemarket.co.uk

Walthamstow Family Bike Club 
Main Ride
2nd Sunday of every month
1pm
Meet outside the Ancient House. Join us on a relaxed 
family fun ride to explore parks and little-known back- 
street routes. 

Newcomers’ Ride
3rd Sunday of every month
2pm
Meet in the Village Square Eden Rd/Orford Rd. Short 
ride on quiet local streets for less confident cyclists. 

Both rides are free. Contact Paul on 020 8520 0648/
paul.gasson@gmail.com 

Village Magazine production team
Editor: Daniel Barry  

(newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net)
Sub editor: Michaela Twite

Designer: Carol ‘Molly’ Moloney
Advertising: Shameem Mir 

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
walthamstowvillage.net



To help with those head-scratching 
queries, we’ve compiled a list of 
some FAQs and answers to help 

guide you through the ins and outs of 
living in an area where normal rules 
don’t always apply. This is just guidance, 
so do remember that you should 
always check with the council before 
undertaking any work.

What are conservation areas?

•Conservation areas are sections of land 
that have been designated as being of 
special architectural or historic interest.

•Conservation-area designation is a 
means of recognising the importance 
of the quality of the area as a whole, as 
well as protecting individual buildings 
and trees that are considered to make a 
positive contribution to the character 
and appearance of the area.

•Conservation areas are not designated 
to stop future development, but to 
ensure that new buildings fit in with the 
existing special character of the area.

How do I find out if my 
property is in one of the 
conservation areas?

You can check the Waltham Forest 
website to see if you are in a conservation 
area using the link: walthamforest.gov.
uk/content/conservation-areas. You 
can also download leaf lets about the 
areas from the website. There are 14 
conservation areas in the borough of 
Waltham Forest, and two of these relate 
to Walthamstow Village: Walthamstow 
Village Conservation Area and Orford 
Road Conservation Area (see maps on 
these pages).

What are Article 4 directions? 

•Article 4 directions have been applied 
to most conservation areas to retain  
high- quality architectural features, and 
make sure any changes are considerate  
of their surroundings.

•These directions restrict permitted 
development rights within a specified 
street or area.

•They only apply to houses used 
as a single dwelling house, because 
commercial properties and f lats don’t 
have permitted development rights.

If you are in doubt whether planning 
permission is required, please contact 
Waltham Forest Council before making 
any alterations to your property.

Can I put an extension 
on my property or add a 
conservatory?

Flats
You will need to apply for full planning 
permission to add an extension or 
conservatory to your f lat. If your f lat is 
part of a listed building, you will also 
need to apply for listed building consent. 

Houses 
In areas covered by an Article 4 
Direction there are no permitted 
development rights, and in conservation 
areas permitted development rights are 
limited. [COPY CONTINUED OVER PAGE]

FAQs – surviving life in a 
Conservation Area 
The Village is fortunate to have two Conservation Areas within its boundaries. But 
living in a Conservation Area not only comes with great delights, but often a great 
many questions as well. In this 2-part series we look at everything from extentions 
to windows. By Catherine Larmouth, WVRA planning sub-commitee



•No permitted development for rear 
extensions of more than one storey

•Maximum height of a single storey rear 
extension is 4m

•Single storey rear extension must not 
extend beyond the rear wall of  
the original house by more than 3m  
if an attached house, or by 4m if a 
detached house

•No more than half the area of land 
around the ‘original house’ (as it was first 
built or as it stood on 1 July 1948) can be 
covered by additions or other buildings

•Side extensions are not permitted

•Verandas, balconies or raised platforms 
are not permitted

•Materials have to be similar in 
appearance to the existing house

•No cladding of the exterior is permitted

•If your house is a listed building, you 
will need to apply for listed building 
consent to add a conservatory or 
extension

The temporary change to the rules 
meaning that householders can build 
larger single storey rear extensions 
under permitted development until 30th 
May 2019 (up to 6m for attached and 
8m for detached), subject to receiving 
prior approval, does NOT apply in 
conservation areas.

Can I change windows or doors? 
What is considered a replacement or 
replica and what is considered a repair 

in relation to windows? Can I change the 
sash windows for identical ones without 
applying for any permission?

Flats
You will need to apply for full planning 
permission for changes to a window or 
door if:

•It will be installed where there was not 
one before 

•It will be made of a different material 

to the existing one (for instance, 
replacing a timber window with  
a uPVC one)

•It will be of a different size to the 
existing one

•It will differ in appearance to the 
existing one (for instance, replacing a 
sash window with a casement window or 
altering the glazing bar pattern)

•If the f lat is part of a listed building 

Walthamstow 
Village 
Conservation  
Area



you will also need to apply for listed 
building consent to alter, install or 
replace any windows or doors.

Houses 
You will need to apply for householder 
planning permission for changes to a 
window or door if:

•It will be made of a different material 
to the existing (for instance, replacing a 
timber window with a uPVC window)

•Your house is covered by an Article 4 
Direction and you want to install  
or replace windows/doors on the front  
of your house or side if visible from  
the street
  
•A new window will be located  
on the upper f loor of the side of your 
house (including the roof slope) and 
would be clear-glazed and openable 
(unless the opening part of the window  
is more than 1.7m above the f loor of  

the room in which it is installed). 

Replacing timber windows with uPVC 
windows is not normally considered 
acceptable in conservation areas.

If your house is a listed building you will 
also need to apply for listed building 
consent to alter, install or replace any 
windows or doors.

Can I replace my single glazing 
with double glazing?

Flats and houses
If there is no change in material, colour, 
size and design and your f lat is not a 
listed building or covered by an Article 
4 Direction, planning permission would 
not be required to replace single glazed 
windows with double glazing. The same 
applies to houses. 

Do always check with the council before 
starting any works. 

Orford Road 
Conservation  Area




