
✵

                                       In this issue

✵  Carols on the square
✵  Mini Holland update

✵  The history of Orford House

Merry Christmas

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
www.walthamstowvillage.net

winter 2014

the village



- 2 -- 2 -

Mini 
Holland 
News

First round of consultations completed

Residents and businesses in the Village are 
waiting for the latest Mini Holland proposals 
following a series of consultation workshops held in 
late October and early November.

Unless you’ve only recently returned from a 
desert island, you’ll know that Mini Holland has 
been dominating life, with locals split over the 
scheme. The trial in the Village – involving a new 
traffic scheme - was the project’s first pilot and part 
of a bigger plan to create a series of cycle-friendly 
urban villages and a cycle superhighway on Lea 
Bridge Road with £30m in funding from Transport 
for London.

The recent residents’ workshops – divided into 
four areas where the road closures took place – 
were held to provide results from the trial and 
get feedback from locals on what they thought 
worked, what didn’t, and how the scheme could 
be improved. But those were not the only local 
consultations. The council also held separate 
workshops for businesses and had individual 
meetings with representatives from certain roads 
where residents felt they’d seen a big increase in 
traffic during the trial.

The trial created a lot of debate: on the streets, in 
the cafes and pubs, and on social media, not all of 
it civilized. The one thing the sides could agree on, 
was that the council had done a less than stellar job 
of communicating with residents before the trial 
took place. 

While the residents’ association itself has not 
taken a pro or anti stance on the scheme, it has 
continually encouraged council officials to ensure 
that effective and genuine local consultation is at the 
heart of it.  

For a view of those opposing positions, we’ve 
asked two local residents to present their case.

Mini Holland - the case against

There was a lot of anxiety in the community – 
both amongst residents and business people – in the 
run up to the trial thanks to a lack of information 
from the council, mismanaged meetings, 
misinformation and speculation. That anxiety 
continues as we wait to see what might happen 
with this misconceived scheme that was drawn up 
without proper consultation with local people.

I am not anti-cycling. I have ridden a bike around 
Waltham Forest myself and know the dangers of 
using some of the main roads.  None of the cyclists 
I know thinks the Village area was bad for cyclists 
before the trial. Most agree that the huge volume of 
extra traffic on Hoe and Shernhall Streets, and Lea 
Bridge Road during the trial made conditions for 
cyclists, who used those roads, far more dangerous 
as well as disrupting bus services, creating huge 
polluting traffic jams, and generally making daily 
life frustrating for hundreds of people. I do not 
believe that most people who generally drive 
through the Village are taking a short cut to the M11. 
Most are local people who are just going about their 
daily lives (transporting children and shopping) 
or small business people trying to make and take 
deliveries. During the trial, passing trade became 
a thing of the past for local shopkeepers and many 
businesses experienced a big decrease in custom. 
As we are small independent businesses, rather 
than large chains, we do not have the capacity to 
withstand that level of disruption.

However, some improvements to local traffic 
would be welcome. Orford Road should be made 
one-way and possibly pedestrianised at the 
weekends or special occasions. A barrier could 
be operated by residents, local business people 
and the emergency services as needed. Perhaps 
the speed limits could be reduced further, and 
properly enforced with cameras. Some roads could 
be made one-way – like Wingfield Road. However, 
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Mini Holland - the case for

the Village area and its residents should not be 
blocked off from the rest of Walthamstow as it was 
during the trial. I know cycling can be extremely 
dangerous; a friend of mine was killed cycling at 
the Angel last winter. But surely making main roads 
safer for cyclists with properly protected lanes or 
developing new routes (e.g. alongside railway lines) 
and filling dangerous potholes would be a better 
use of funds rather than removing cars altogether in 
a few small areas where cyclists have always been 
relatively happy to cycle? The Council needs to 
think very carefully before going any further with 
the Mini Holland Plans.

Mark Finamore is a resident of the Village and has run 
a furniture restoration business and shop in Orford Road 
for 23 years.

Imagine that Mini Holland happened years ago. 
Our streets are peaceful and free of rat-runners. 
Orford Road is part pedestrianised. Market 
stalls, trees, planters and benches flank the street. 
Restaurants and cafes have outside seating. The 
Village Square is twice as big as it used to be. 

Now imagine that Waltham Forest Council 
decides that the main roads, such as Hoe Street 
and Lea Bridge Road, are too busy and much of 
this traffic should be led through the residential 
streets in the Village. The trees in Orford Road are 
to be uprooted and the street will become a 2-way 
through-route taking rat-runners from Hoe Street 
to Shernhall Street. You would be outraged and 
appalled, wouldn’t you? So why are some people 

against Mini Holland?
I spent many evenings in Orford Road collecting 

signatures in support of Mini Holland during the 
recent trial. I had the pleasure of talking to more 
than a thousand people. Most were supportive of 
Mini Holland and signed our petition. However, 
a sizable minority was against. Some were 
unreasonable (“I hate change/cyclists/children” – 
I’m not joking…) but many had genuine concerns.  

Our neighbours in streets such as Wingfield 
Road, Clarendon Road and parts of Eden Road 
experienced increased levels of traffic during the 
trial. This is not acceptable. However, the Council 
is aware of these problems and solutions are 
already being worked out in cooperation with local 
residents.

Many residents are concerned that local 
businesses are supposedly against the scheme. 
This is a myth. We have spoken to the majority of 
business owners in and around Orford Road.  Many 
are very supportive, some prefer to stay neutral, 
some have concerns about deliveries (a solution to 
this issue could be delivery hours) and a handful 
are vehemently opposed. The latter have sadly 
dominated the media coverage. 

Mini Holland comes with a large pot of cash from 
which our Village can benefit. Improved pavements, 
street lighting, roads and tree planting are all part 
of the plan. The objective is a safer environment for 
residents, pedestrians and cyclists. Let’s not waste 
this unique opportunity.

Remember the uproar in the lead up to the 
introduction of the smoking-ban in pubs? Or the 
Congestion Charge? Change is difficult, but I believe 
that we, and future generations, can enjoy healthier 
and happier lives in our lovely little corner of 
London if we learn from the trial, give our feedback 
and implement an improved version of Mini 
Holland. Walthamstow Village is great – and could 
be even better. Let’s be brave! 

Jakob Hartmann is a Village resident and has lived in 
Walthamstow for 14 years.
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apple pressing, 
bobbing and peeling, 
loads of delicious 
produce, some mighty 
fine cider and a host 
of entertainment, from 
a storytelling tent to 
performances by the 
London Pride Morris 
Dancers.

For a second year 
running 11 year-
old Jonah Davies 
nabbed the prize for 
Longest Peel in the 
kids’ competition.  
According to Jonah, “I went into the apple bobbing 
area and chose one of the apples from there. I made 
sure I could get the biggest I could find. I do lots of 
practice, but usually on potatoes to help my mum 

in the kitchen. Practice 
makes perfect. I think 
you should practice a 
lot if you want to stand 
a chance of winning. 
Don’t peel the skin too 
thin otherwise it falls 
apart; too thick and it 
won’t be very long. It’s 
pretty tricky getting it 
right.” 

With such an 
outstanding track 
record, has Jonah ever 
thought of peeling as 
a career option?  “I 
would if I could make 
money from it, but 

you’d make no money, so probably not.” He will, 
however, definitely be back next year to defend his 
title.

And if you want to pitch in for Apple Day 2015, 
you can contact Grace at grace@hornbeam.org.uk. 

Pressed, Peeled & Bobbed
Apple Day Returns

There were all the constituent parts for a great 
Apple Day – a celebration of all things apple. There 
was a bountiful harvest, happy families, warm 
sunshine and, of course, Morris dancers.

It was the first time 
the team from the 
Hornbeam Centre ran 
the event at the Vestry 
House Museum and 
it was an unqualified 
success. Especially 
as the apple crop, 
thanks to this year’s 
ideal weather, was one 
of the best in recent 
memory.

Grace Williams, 
Community 
Engagement Officer 
at the Hornbeam says, 
“We wanted the event 
to connect with our low-cost living campaign. One 
of the really nice things about the event is that lots 
of things were free because the community really 

comes together to 
donate items and 
their time.” Grace 
says the Hornbeam 
was helped by a 
number of local 
organisations – 
including Eat or Heat, 
Significant Seams and 
Organiclea – and the 
event attracted over 
800 visitors, with 
the proceeds going 
to the Vestry House 
Gardening Group.

The day included 
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Not everyone has seen the funny side. At the 
start, some felt her postings were detrimental to 
the area, “making Walthamstow look ‘a bit s**t’”. It 
helped ease the sting, though, when thousands of 
fans came to her defence. As she says, “It’s better to 
laugh at it, to send it up than just get angry about 
it.”  

Gemma’s always on the lookout for the 
right subject matter, and there’s one type that’s 
guaranteed to get her pulse racing. “I always 
get excited when I see a mattress in the Village 
because it’s the posher part of Walthamstow. You 
get a posher mattress in the village – often it’s 
Slumberland.”

You can find a wealth of Walthamstow mattresses 
on Gemma’s FB page  

www.facebook.com/WalthamstowTouristBoard 
and her website where she sells Christmas cards 
and calendars 

www.walthamstowtourism.co.uk/index.html .
And while it 

will leave Gemma 
without the material 
to work with, please 
remember that you 
actually can get 
your abandoned 
mattresses and other 
bulky waste taken 
away for free by 
contacting Waltham 
Forest Direct on 
020 8496 3000 or 
emailing wfdirect@
walthamforest.gov.uk.

The Mattress Queen of 
Walthamstow
A  tongue-in-cheek chat with the woman behind 
the Walthamstow (Unofficial) Tourist Board

If you don’t find anything remotely funny about 
discarded mattresses on the streets of Walthamstow, 
please look away now. But if you do think there’s 
something inherently humorous about abandoned 
bedroom furniture, you’re likely familiar with the 
phenomenon that is the Walthamstow (Unofficial) 
Tourist Board (WUTB). 

For the uninitiated, the WUTB – which has a 
dedicated Facebook page and website - features 
pictures of mattresses in various states of distress 
around Walthamstow. They’re accompanied by 
captions that are pithy, often laugh-out-loud funny, 
and for many a cheeky antidote to all the press 
about the gentrification of Walthamstow.

The project is the charmingly warped and 
amusing child of 30-something writer and 
performer Gemma Aronson. Gemma, who has lived 
in and around the Village for about five years, has 
always enjoyed a bit of mischief making. She has 
a long history in writing and performing comedy, 
which has taken in everything from the Edinburgh 
Fringe to contributing to the satirical icon Private 
Eye. 

The idea for the project first came to Gemma 
when she noticed how many abandoned mattresses 
there were and thought they were perfect material 
for spoofing. She started with a Facebook page and 
says, “It was a slow crawl to 7,000 likes but then 
someone famous tweeted about it. That went viral, 
and by March this year it had more than doubled 
to 15,000 likes. It really took off when I started 
doing celebrities that dress like mattresses,” says 
Gemma. Since then, her work has gained worldwide 
recognition and definitely put Walthamstow, and its 
mattresses, on the map.

Want to join Walthamstow Village 
Residents’ Association?

Our aim is to make a safe and enjoyable 
community environment for people living, 
working in and visiting Walthamstow Village. 
We hold community events throughout the year. 
To carry out this work, the association relies 
on money raised through fundraiser events, 
sponsorship and membership.

If you would like to support the WVRA by 
becoming a member you can do so for just £12 
a year per household if you set up a standing 
order, or £15 if paying for just one year. To do 
this online see our website: 

www.walthamstowvillage.net/membership or 
contact me at shameem@walthamstowvillage.net.

Shameem Mir, Membership Secretary
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any tomes languishing on your shelves, or you need 
something to occupy the long winter nights ahead, 
go to Wingfield Road where the libraries are open 
24/7.
To find out more about The Little Free Library 
Project check out 
www.littlefreelibraryproject.org.uk/

Private 
Tuckwell
In a corner of a 
foreign field

To mark the 
100th anniversary 
of the outbreak 
of WW1 – Teresa 
Deacon has 
unearthed the 
story of how this 
momentous event 
touched the lives 
of one family here 
in the Village.  

Almost one hundred years ago to the day on 20 
November 1914, George Thomas Tuckwell, aged 27, 
son of George Thomas and Clara Elizabeth Tuckwell 
of 57 Beulah Road, Walthamstow, Essex, enlisted in 
the New Zealand Expeditionary Force, Canterbury 
Infantry Battalion in Wellington, New Zealand.

He became 6/1420 Private Tuckwell and was 
declared medically fit for duty. His army records 
noted that he was 5’10” tall, 12 stone in weight, of 
fair complexion, single, with blue eyes and brown 
hair. His occupation was recorded as a butcher, 
religion Anglican.  Shortly after joining, he signed 
a will that stated, in the event of his death, his 
belongings and any savings would pass to his five 
siblings – Walter, Arthur, Albert, Clara and Charles, 
also of Beulah Road.

On 14 December 1914, Private Tuckwell 
disembarked in Gallipoli, part of the Ottoman 
Empire (now Turkey).  From 25 April 1915, he 
fought in the Battle of Dardanelles, a fruitless 
confrontation that saw Allied forces fighting against 
the mighty Ottoman Empire in an attempt to keep a 
sea route open on the Dardanelles peninsula.  

On Sunday 9 May 1915, Private Tuckwell, now 28, 
was wounded in action (a gun shot wound to the 
head) and taken to an Egyptian field hospital where 
his condition was described as dangerously ill.  
On Wednesday 26 May 1915, less than six months 

Following a successful fundraising campaign, two 
Little Free Libraries have been installed in Wingfield 
Road.

The Little Free Library concept started in the USA 
when a Wisconsin man built a miniature replica 
of a schoolhouse as a tribute to his mum who was 
a teacher. He filled it with books, placed it in his 
front garden and encouraged people to take a book 
for free. That one Little Library blossomed into 
a worldwide charity project and there are now 
thousands around the globe, including two brand 
new ones right here in the Village.

It all started when Wingfield Road resident David 
Baker saw a Little Library in nearby Aubrey Road 
and decided his own street could use one. After 
contacting neighbours, David realised there was 
enough interest to raise the £200 each library cost. 
But to make it a wider community project, they 
decided to look for donations through Kickstarter 
– an online crowdfunding platform. “We set up 
the campaign and in about 10 days we reached our 
target,” says David.

While they were on a roll, the residents decided 
if one was good, two would even be better; one 
for adults and one for children.  Again within 10 
days, a second campaign brought in another £200.  
According to David, “It wasn’t just people in the 
area that contributed, there were people outside 
as well, even someone from the USA made a 
donation.”

And instead of just having the libraries arrive 
already decorated, the residents commissioned local 
artist Emma Scutt to illustrate theirs using the theme 
of animals and creatures that appear in the garden. 
David says they couldn’t have been more pleased.  
“She took our ideas, understood them and delivered 
two wonderful works of art.” 

It’s a brilliantly simple concept; you can take a 
book, return a book or donate a book.  So if there are 

The Most Bookish Street 
in the Village
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since enlisting, he died.  George Thomas Tuckwell, 
Jnr never returned to Walthamstow to continue 
the family business on Beulah Road, but instead 
is buried in the Alexandria Military Cemetery in 
Egypt. Over 100,000 young men lost their lives in 
Gallipoli in the eight months of the battle.  

Local records show that G. T. Tuckwell, the family 
butcher’s shop was trading at 57 Beulah Road in 
1887 (the year that George Thomas Jnr was born) 
and was still in the family name over 100 years 
later.  Today, it’s a meat wholesaler and much of its 
original frontage still remains.

Perhaps it’s a timely reminder in 2014, on the 
100th anniversary of the outbreak of the Great War, 
to reflect on the millions of young Private Tuckwells 
who never made it back to their home towns, who 
sacrificed their lives for King and Country and who 
will remain “in a corner of a foreign field that is 
forever England”.

Sources:  Kelly’s directories; Archives New 
Zealand, Wellington Office.  

Thanks to Vestry House Museum, LBWF for use 
of Tuckwell shop photo (c1980).

If anyone knows of any local connection 
with the Tuckwell family, please contact www.
walthamstowvillage.net

A Light Goes 
Out
Artist and God’s 
Own Junkyard 
founder Chris 
Bracey Dies

The art world and 
the Village suffered 
a great loss in early 
November with the 
passing of neon artist 

and ‘Walthamstow son’ Chris Bracey. 
Chris was born in the Village 59 years ago and 

spent much of his life working in Walthamstow. 
But his reach extended far beyond its borders.  
His neon and light signs/art pieces are in private 
collections around the globe. During almost 40 years 
of making light come to life, he collaborated with 
renowned film directors – such as Stanley Kubrick 
and Tim Burton – art directors and stylists. Recently 
Chris had even sparked a regeneration revolution 
in the Village, when he relocated his fantastical 

neon collection - God’s Own Junkyard - to the 
Ravenswood Industrial Estate.

Chris first came in contact with neon through his 
father – a Welsh coal miner who came to London 
and established a successful neon sign business.  
Following exposure to artists who worked with 
neon like Bruce Nauman, a stint at art college and 
work as a graphic designer, Chris decided to break 
out on his own. He saw an opportunity in Soho 
where he could unleash his creativity in signs for 
the various sex establishments. After making one 
for the king of Soho Paul Raymond’s Pink Pussycat 
Club, his career took off and soon the district was 
alight with his designs.

Chris’ reputation eventually landed him work 
on his first feature film: the classic British neo-noir 
Mona Lisa, starring Bob Hoskins. In an interview 
Chris gave last year, he explained how his big break 
came about. “I always wanted to work in the movies 
and one night I was working late on a club when an 
art director called Chris Townsend came up to me 
and said he was hoping to do a film called Mona 
Lisa but he couldn’t get into any of the clubs to film 
it. It used to be a bit of a closed shop but all the club 
owners knew me and I said I’d get him in if I could 
do the signs for the film.”

From there Chris continued his climb up the 
cinema ladder and contributed to numerous 
features including Tim Burton’s Batman and Stanley 
Kubrick’s final film, Eyes Wide Shut. Chris’ work 
was also in demand in the worlds of fashion, 
advertising and music, and just last year in London 
he had his first solo UK exhibition called I’ve 
Looked Up to Heaven and Been Down to Hell. 

Linda Bracey, his wife and co-worker said in a 
statement, “I’ve lost a wonderful husband, father 
and grandfather. He passed away peacefully in his 
sleep after a painful battle but was ready for his 
next journey. We married aged 16 and I am grateful 
for a long and loving marriage to a warm, talented, 
kind and funny man who has left the world a more 
colourful and vibrant place. Gods Own Junkyard 
will continue in Walthamstow as Chris planned and 
wanted. Chris is ‘a light that will never go out’, but 
has passed the neon baton onto our sons.”
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The latest green news from Helen Lerner

The 2014 Bloom year finished on a high with the 
presentation of Front Garden & Beautiful Premises 
Challenge certificates by Cllr Saima Mahmud at the 
WVRA AGM in October. Thank you to everyone who 
came to collect their certificates. Well done to Caroline 
Barton of 13 Church Path who was awarded Best 
Front Garden and a selection of BEE17 products, and 
to Walthamstow & Chingford Almshouse Charity 
who were awarded Best Premises for the residents of 
Monoux Hall & Squires Almshouses. All our London 
in Bloom awards, past and present, can be viewed at 
the Vestry House Museum. 

What a busy year it has been! Rewarded, not 
only by our Gold Award and the title of London in 
Bloom’s Best London Village, but by being able to 
live, work and play in the beautiful surroundings 
of our gem of a Village. Coincidentally, our efforts 
have been immortalized on Google Streetview 
filmed on judging day in July! Do take a look. 

We now maintain 22 planters and flowerbeds, 
12 tree-pits, the Village Square and the Diamond 
Jubilee Community Meadow. Along with monthly 
gardening days and extra gardening evenings, we 
have held two plant and seed swaps with children’s 
planting workshops, two Village-wide clean-ups 
and helped with the planting project at the Outlook 
Care Home. 

On 1 November we held our Annual Bulb 
Planting event and planted the meadow with 500 
Fritillary meleagris (snake’s-head fritillary) bulbs 

Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom
and 500 Crocus chrysanthus Blue Pearl corms. We 
also planted Vinegar alley with 100 each of Primula 
vulgaris (common primrose), P. veris (cowslip) and 
P. vialii (orchid primrose). They will look beautiful 
in spring and provide an early food-source for 
beneficial insects. 

Three residents, who can’t attend our monthly 
gardening Saturdays, help by tending planters 
during the week; thank you Nick, Andrew and the 
mystery lady who’s been caring for the Fullers’ 
planter! If you feel you could do this too, we can 
provide you with bags, a hi-viz jacket, a map of 
adopted areas and instructions. See the events 
listings for details on the monthly Gardening Club 
and BEE17 Pop-Up Christmas Shop on Saturday 20 
December.

Plans for 2015
We are awaiting the results of two bids for Hoe 

Street Ward Forum funding: one to clear beds and 
plant a berry-bearing hedge with plants given by 
the Woodland Trust in the aptly named Berryfield 
Close and the other to clear and transform the raised 
planters outside Turning Point in Beulah Road into 
a community allotment. Caroline Barton has kindly 
stepped forward to help with the allotment project. 

In spring we will be supplementing the perennial 
meadow planting with annual seeds as we missed 
the bright colours of the mixed meadow sown in 
2012. And, with your help, we will enter London in 
Bloom 2015!

We also need help on the Bloom Committee 
organising our entry into London in Bloom, events, 
new projects and administration. We meet just once 
every quarter and most of our communication is 
done by email.

Lesley Coiden from the Milton Road Residents’ 
Association is looking for someone to help with 
a borough-wide street tree survey, plotting the 
location of empty tree-pits and damaged/dying 
trees and lobbying the Council to get them replaced. 
Please let us know if you’d like to help. 

For more information on any of the above 
projects please contact Helen Lerner: helen@
walthamstowvillage.net or on 0781 404 2499. Do join 
our Facebook Group Walthamstow Village in Bloom to 
share photos, advice and information. 

Best wishes from your Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom team, Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, John 
Chambers and Graham Sherman. 



- 9 -- 9 -

Change of Guard in Grove Road
As one business closes, another prepares 
to open its doors

Peter Winter and Mark Hucks have a lot in common. 
Both embarked on a new life in their thirties by 
starting a business. Both decided to set up in the 
Village and both chose the same address in Grove 
Road. What separates them is four decades.

The two were brought together in the last year 
when Peter sold his premises at 81 Grove Road to 
Mark. After 40 years in the printing business, 77-
year old Peter decided it was time to bring things 
to a close. At the same time, 34-year old Mark was 
looking to start a new chapter.

Mark was working full-time as a labour and 
employment lawyer but wanted to spend more time 
on other interests, particularly his music. He’s part 
of a three-piece ‘low-fi, alt-country’ band called 
Belleville, which has been together for about six 
years. He says, “For a number of years I’ve been 
trying to get the balance right; freedom to focus 
on what I really want and financial security. I now 
work part-time, and with the shop and studio I’m 
hoping to realise that ambition.”

Mark is currently in the middle of a top-to-tail 
refurbishment of the property; transforming the 
upper floors into his living space and the ground 
floor into a rehearsal/recording space, plus a café in 
the shop front. Mark says, “It’s a big project and will 
probably take longer than I hope but the plan is to 
have it finished by the New Year.”

Mark was living in Hackney but hunting for 
someplace in Walthamstow. That’s when his life 
dovetailed with Peter’s.

It was 1973 when Peter set up Sema Printing 
with his life savings, very little experience and 
help from his sister Barbara. Peter, who had grown 
up in Leyton and Walthamstow says, “I took over 
the space from a hairdressers, bought a couple of 
printers and paid £7.10 a week in rent.” 

Eventually, Peter bought the entire building and 
his wife June joined him and his sister in running 
the operation. They built Sema into a successful 
company that was a fixture of the Grove Road 
parade for almost half a century. And Peter’s time 
at the shop wasn’t without a bit of glamour. It was 
once graced by the presence of the world’s highest-
paid male model David Gandy, currently featuring 
in his smalls for M&S. David is Peter’s first cousin 
once removed and came to the shop in the 1990s, 
shortly before his modelling career took flight, to 

take photos for a college project. “He was a good-
looking lad even then!” recalls Peter.

But in 2013, as online businesses hit profits and 
long-standing customers either closed or retired, 
Peter decided it was time to wind things up.

Now it’s Mark’s turn to have a go. Building 
work has been going on for a few months and 
he’s already had acoustic engineers in to advise 
on making the studio soundproof. But he wants 
the space to be used by more than just musicians. 
“I want it to be as flexible as possible and used for 
everything from yoga to supper clubs. I’m keen to 
get to know people and really contribute to the local 
community where I can. If there are activities people 
want to do in the studio space, then I’m keen to hear 
about it.”

You can get of taste of Mark’s band Belleville at 
http://belleville.bandcamp.com
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It was a tribute befitting a local legend. The 
celebratory cava and tea flowed freely and words 
of admiration were spoken. Undoubtedly if the 
honouree himself had been there, he would have 
proudly paraded with an expression of slight 
indifference, while trying to determine who to hit up 
for a sausage roll.

Such was the unveiling ceremony of a plaque to 
honour Tetley the Village cat in the garden of the 
Vestry House Museum. Thanks to the determination 
of Teresa Deacon, one of Tetley’s biggest fans, over 
40 people attended the event in September. It was 
a celebration of all things Tetley with everyone 
exchanging stories of the most beloved moggy this 
side of Bagpuss. 

It has taken Teresa the 3 years since Tetley’s death 
to make it all happen, including gaining permission 
from the museum to make a small corner of the 
garden a permanent memorial. Teresa says, “I’d 
like to thank everyone for their generous donations 
towards Tetley’s memorial garden which I hope will 
give pleasure to everyone who visits through the 
seasons.  If anyone would like to make a donation 
towards the upkeep of the garden, please drop in a 
donation to the Vestry House Museum shop.”

On the day, there were many reminiscences. 
Veteran resident Ray Swingler spoke of Tetley’s 
early days, when he was a kitten owned by Ray’s 
neighbours in Church Path. Teresa charted Tetley’s 
life from kitten to his elevation as Village Cat, 
known by many but owned by none. While Flossie 
Parsons of The Nag’s Head, recalled that when she 
first moved into the pub, Tetley invited himself 
in and thereafter could be found sprawled across 
a chair, the paperwork on the desk or across a 
customer’s lap.

And perhaps the story that summed up Tetley’s 
independent nature the best: the one where he stole 
a family’s entire roast chicken from the kitchen 
table and was later found a few doors down in 
the company of the stripped carcass, picking the 
remnants of Sunday lunch from between his claws. 
That’s Tetley: a true original.

Oh Come All Ye Village Faithful
December 9 for Christmas carols on the Square 

The run up to Christmas can start to seem a bit 
of a chore when you have to battle through busy 
shops, crowds on the streets and endless lists. But 
fear not. There’s an event just around the corner 
guaranteed to make you feel genuinely festive 
again, by combining great music, mince pies and a 
drop of mulled wine. 

On Wednesday, 9 December, the Walthamstow 
Village Residents’ Association is holding its annual 
Christmas carols on the square, aided by East 
London Brass – the band that’s been accompanying 
the event in recent years – and led by Philip Creasy. 
And of course, your voices are invited to join in.

The 30-strong East London Brass (ELB) is one of 
the oldest brass bands in London & has been based 
in Walthamstow since its inception 104 years ago. 
The band – led by musical director Jayne Murrill – 
will be playing all the Christmas favourites. 

Band secretary Sarah Bell says the group starts 
practising their yuletide repertoire around the end 
of October so they can be in fine fettle for the event. 
“There’s something special about the brass band 
sound. You can’t beat Christmas songs played by a 
brass band. It really puts people in a good spirit,” 
she says.

The Village Christmas event caps a very busy 
and successful year for ELB. The band has retained 
its ranking in the Championship Section (the brass 
band equivalent of the Premiership League) and 
has performed everywhere from St James’ Park’s 
bandstand to the Guildhall.

For those who plan to lend a voice on the night, 
you won’t need to rely on memory alone. Song 
sheets can be downloaded from the Association’s 
website (www.walthamstowvillage.net). And for 
those, like this reporter, who always forget them 
on the table by the door, there will be some extras 
to hand out on the night. So don’t have a ‘silent 
night’ on Tuesday, December 9. Remember to bring 
your children, wooly hats and candlelit lanterns, 
and gather around the tree in the square at 7pm for 
warm mince pies and mulled wine, with the carols 
beginning at 7.30pm.  

Village Pussy Honoured
A permanent memorial for Tetley, the Village cat
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A Bliss-ful 
Moment in 
Orford Road
New homeware 
shop to open 

There’s been a 
void in the Village 
since the closure of 
Penny Fielding’s 
shop, but the good 

news is a new business is set to help fill the gap.
Debbie Bliss, who has lived in Walthamstow 

for almost 40 years, is a doyenne of the knitting 
world. Her yarn and pattern designs are sold 
worldwide, she’s written around 50 books, has 
her own magazine published twice a year and 
recently started a website selling her own branded 
homeware. Now, she’s moving her business HQ into 
Orford Road and opening a shop to boot.

Debbie was initially looking at the premises 
vacated by Penny Fielding but, as she says, “There 
were several other interested parties and the whole 
process was taking forever.” 

Luckily it turned out that the shop next door 
(currently occupied by the architecture practice 
Michael Sierens Associates) was looking for a new 
tenant and Debbie jumped at the chance. Not only 
does it have much-needed studio space, but also 
offices and room at the front for a shop.

Debbie says she won’t just be selling her own 
products, which include mugs, tea towels, aprons 
and knitting accessories. “I don’t want it to be just 
about me, I want it to be an edit of all the things I 
love – items by local designers. A homeware shop 
with things that people really want to have.”

At the moment the Bliss operation is being run 
out of the family home just around the corner from 
Orford Road and it’s very much a local and family 
enterprise. Charlotte Carter is the retail director and 
also a Village resident. She was brought on board 18 
months ago to help expand the business, bringing 
expertise from her time as the e-commerce manager 
of the Royal Collection – essentially the online retail 
arm of the Royal family.

Charlotte says, “The shop is going to be called 
Bliss Home and almost all the products we’ll 
be selling will come from the UK. We want to 
complement what other people are selling in the 
area, not compete with them. And because we’ll 

have people in the offices and the studio most of the 
time, we plan to be open 7 days a week.”

Nell Bliss, Debbie’s daughter, is also part of 
the team on the retail and commercial side. And 
when she’s not busy with that, Nell also runs her 
own knitting brand called Conway & Bliss with 
Teresa Wallis, one of the Bliss in-house designers. 
Completing the line-up is Dandelion Leung, a 
design student from Nottingham Trent University 
who’s on a year-long placement with the company.

After more than 15 years of running her business 
from home, Debbie is looking forward to a new 
beginning, where her husband Barry, two children, 
two dogs and boxes of yarn are not all competing 
for space. 

Debbie can’t wait for the shop to open, with one 
small reservation… “My only fear is that, because 
we’re so beautifully positioned between Eat17 and 
The Queen’s Arms, we’ll never spend any time in 
the office!”

To see more of Debbie Bliss and Nell Bliss visit:
• http://shop.debbieblissonline.com
• https://www.facebook.com/conwayandbliss
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A history of Orford House by Karen Averby

Built c. 1802, Orford House on Orford Road is 
one of the oldest historic buildings in the area, yet its 
unassuming set-back position means that it is not so 
prominent within the more familiar mid to later 19th 
century streetscape which it predates by decades. 

It was one of many large, grand villas built in 
Walthamstow between the 17th and 19th centuries 
by wealthy City merchants and businessmen 
attracted by the area’s rural and scenic character and 
easy access to the City. In keeping with architectural 
fashion of the day, Orford House is a stuccoed neo-
Classical building, with two storeys, wide bays and 
a centrally recessed entrance with Doric columns 
and entablature with wreaths. 

Orford House is believed to be the third house to 
stand on the site, and at the time of construction it 
fronted Church Common Lane (now Orford Road), 
on the edge of what was once Berry Field, or Church 
Common. The house was set within extensive 
grounds which included a large ornamental pond 
and an avenue of trees to the north along where East 
and West Avenues now lie. Stabling and associated 
outbuildings were located to the rear of the house.

The house was built by Patrick Chalmers, a 
prosperous city merchant, although he and his 
family did not take up residence until 1806. Born 
in Aldbar, Scotland, he had inherited the imposing 
Aldbar Castle and family estate, but his career 
brought him to London where he met and married 
his wife Frances Inglis in 1801. Their first child, 
also Patrick, was born in the following year at 
Aldbar. Two daughters, Isabella and Frances were 
subsequently born in London in 1804 and 1806, and 

a further three children, Margaret 
Ann, John Inglis and Euphemia 
were born between 1806 and 1811 
following the family’s move to 
Orford House. The children were 
home schooled, although the 
younger Patrick later attended 
school at nearby Higham, returning 
to Orford House at weekends.   

The elder Patrick returned to 
Aldbar Castle in 1819, and died 
there in 1826. Orford House was 
bequeathed to his family, and it 
remained in their hands until 1834.   

In 1835 the house became the 
residence of Elizabeth Cass, who 

lived there until her death in 1838. She was a 
renowned benefactor and left £4000 in consolidated 
annuities to the Vicar and Churchwardens of 
Walthamstow; £30 from the annual interest was 
to be divided amongst them and the remainder 
distributed amongst local “poor persons of good 
character.” 

Between 1838 and 1853-4 Orford House was the 
home of the Woodley family, and it was during their 
residence that it was given its present name. John 
Woodley was a successful corn factor, or trader, 
from a family of corn merchants and associated 
businesses based in and around the City. He was 
born in Stansted, Hertfordshire, but had moved 
to Aldgate by the time of his marriage to his wife 
Sarah in 1816. They lived at Orford House with their 
three surviving children Eliza, John and Matthew, 
born between 1826 and 1833. 

The enclosure of Church Common c.1842 
irrevocably changed the environs of Orford House, 
not least with the increasing importance of Church 

The Grandest House in the 
Village

Waltham Forest Archives
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Common Lane (renamed Orford Road after the 
house) as a thoroughfare which effectively cut off 
the house’s lands to the north. In a pragmatic move 
John had the ornamental pond drained, and the 
site was used for the construction of Orford Villas, 
being eight homes which provided a substantial 
rental income for Orford House. The villas were 
demolished in 1962 and 1966, and the site was used 
as a playground before being built upon in 1970-1. 

When the Woodleys left Orford House the 
premises were bought by the City of London 
Building Society, and land belonging to the house 
became part of the area’s wider urban development, 
including the laying out of adjacent building plots 
facing what is now Wingfield Road. During this 
period the house was occupied by a Mrs Burgess 
who used it as a private school. 

In 1857 the house was purchased for £1785 by 
57 year old silk manufacturer Thomas Kemp of 
Spitalfields, possibly for retirement, which he 
had done so by 1861, perhaps due to encroaching 
blindness. Thomas and his wife Ann had at least 
six children born between c. 1823 and 1842, and 
they were initially joined at Orford House by two 
of them, Mary (b. 1825) and Robert (b. 1842). Robert 
also worked at Spitalfields, as did his elder brothers 
William and James. 

Robert almost died in 1863 following a fall from 
his horse whilst riding along Beulah Road. He was 
not expected to live, but a miraculous recovery 
enabled him to marry almost exactly a year later. 
He and his wife Eliza made their home at 8 Orford 
Villas, opposite Orford House, where they had at 
least six children. 

Ann Kemp died in 1867, and James, his wife 
Elizabeth and two young sons came to live with 
their father at Orford House, although they moved 
to Newbury, Middlesex in the 1870s. 

By 1890 Orford House had passed into the 
ownership of William Gower, a highly successful 
fish merchant with premises at Billingsgate Market. 
He was also a member of Southchurch Masonic 
Study Circle. He lived at Orford House with his 
wife Sarah Delia and nine children who had been 
born between 1870 and 1888. Also living with them 
were Sarah’s two elder sisters. 

The family soon became part of the community, 
and one of the sons, Frederick, was apparently 
especially well-loved as a Sunday School teacher 
and choir member at St Mary’s Church. Tragically 
he died suddenly aged just 25, and as a sign of 
respect a wreath was hung over his choir place at 
the Sunday church service. 

When William died in 1908 he left a small fortune 
of just over £13,978 to Sarah. By this time, four of 

Sarah’s children were still living with her: Florence, 
an art student, Delia, Edgar, a decorator, who later 
became a builder, and Maurice, an engineering 
draughtsman. Sarah died on 15 August 1920, 
heralding the end of Orford House being a family 
residence. She had left effects of £6519 16s 6d, 
but the executors of her will, Florence and Edgar 
decided to sell the entire contents of the house, prior 
to the house being sold, and on 12 and 13 October 
1920 an auction was held at the premises. 

Within a year Orford House had been sold and 
was transformed into a social club which opened on 
17 September 1921. 

Architecturally, the exterior of Orford House 
remains relatively unchanged, with the exception 
of a sympathetically designed eastern extension. 
Internal alterations have been extensive however, 
although an elegant cantilevered staircase remains 
as a reminder of its former grand domestic life.  

Writing in 1924, an historian regarded Orford 
House as having been “a suitable residence for 
prosperous city men…but as a domestic residence 
it has outlived its usefulness”. Certainly, as a social 
club it has successfully played host to a breadth 
of events which have been enjoyed by the local 
community for almost a hundred years. 
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Farmers’ Market

Every Sunday, 10am - 2pm. Walthamstow Square at 
the top of the High Street.

Music
Beginners Bell Ringing

Every Wednesday 7.30pm – 9.30pm. St Mary’s 
Church (Entrance through the doorway facing the 
Ancient House).
East London Brass Christmas Concert

Thursday 4 December 2014 - 8pm at Trinity URC 
Church, West Avenue/Orford Rd. Festive favourites 
from one of London’s oldest brass bands. Doors 
open at 7.30pm No ticket fee – there will be a 
retiring collection.
Music in the Village at St. Mary’s Church

Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm concert. A non-profit 
organisation providing world-class music.
• Thursday, 15 January 2015. The Artisans- Emily 

Askew, vielle, recorders, bagpipes, Hazel Askew, 
harp and voice, Sarah Stuart, percussion, Victoria 
Couper, voice. A dynamic young medieval 
ensemble.

• Thursday, 12 February 2015. Trevor Pinnock our 
favourite harpsichordist, with Matthew Truscott, 
violin, and Jonathan Manson, viola da gamba. 

• Thursday, 19 March 2015. Fretwork. The ground-
breaking viol consort preview their Carnegie 
Hall, New York concert “Before Bach”.

Tickets £13 (Conc: £6.50) on the door. Enquiries 020 
8223 0772 or email VillageMusic@WalthamSoft.com

History
Film Screening: All Quiet on the Western Front

Thursday 27 November, 7pm - 11pm, Vestry House 
Museum. Stow Film Lounge present a special 
screening to coincide with Vestry House Museum’s 
First World War exhibition. £6.50/£5 concessions.  
Contact: 07910 643987, stowfilmlounge@gmail.com. 
www.stowfilmlounge.com
Walthamstow Historical Society Talks

Monthly events, 7.30pm, Trinity United Reform 
Church, 58 Orford Road.
• Thursday 20 November - London in the Great 

War. Prof. Jerry White reflects on how the Great 
War changed London forever.

• Thursday 18 December - Darling Daisy. Neil 
Houghton on the heiress and renowned beauty, 
Frances Evelyn Maynard (known to everyone as 
‘Daisy’), who spent part of her early life at Shern 
Hall. 

Gardening
WVRA Gardening Club

First Saturday month, 10.30am. Meet at the Village 
Square. 
We need lots of helpers to continue making the area 
look cared-for & attractive. So please do come and 
join us for a couple of hours to plant, tidy, prune, 
weed, mulch beds and planters, litter-pick and 
clear overgrown space. It’s great fun and you get to 
meet your neighbours too!  Contact: Helen Lerner, 
Helen@walthamstowvillage.net, 07814 042499 or 
just turn up.

Christmas Events/Fairs
E17 Designers Christmas Market

Saturday 29 November (5pm-9pm) & Sunday 30 
November (2pm-6pm), Asian Centre, 18a Orford Rd.
30 different artists/designers/makers with all 
things crafted and created for one-off gifts! Entry 
includes a free drink, live music and prize draw 
to win a goody bag! £2/U16 free. Contact@
e17designers.co.uk, www.e17designers.co.uk
Blitz Factory Christmas Fair

Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 December, 11am – 7pm, Unit 
22a, Ravenswood Industrial Estate.
Food, gifts and festivities including Santa’s 
Grotto, hog roast, mulled wine, mince pies and 
entertainment from the Natural Voices Choir. Free 
Entry. Contact: theblitz@virginmedia.com
Christmas Crafts

Sunday 14 December, 1.30pm - 4pm, Vestry House 
Museum.
Make sparkly gift boxes inspired by Victorian 
keepsake boxes for your nearest and dearest. With 
artist Sba Shaikh. Free entry.
BEE17 Pop-Up Christmas Shop 

Saturday 20 December, 11am – 3pm at 6 Beulah 
Road. We will be selling the last of the 2014 honey, 
honey soaps, honey and salt skin-scrub and other 
wax and honey-based products at our Christmas 
pop-up shop. Beautifully packaged, our products 
make lovely presents. In 2013/14 the BEE17 
community bee-keeping project gave £800 profit 
from our activities to the WVRA for planting 
projects.

Food and Drink
Wine Tasting

Last Thursday each month 7pm, The Nag’s Head 
Pub. Must be booked in advance. Contact Sean or 
Sharon seanpic@aol.com.

What to do in the Village 
this Winter
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Christmas Services 
St Mary’s Church
• Sun 14 Dec 6pm: 

Orchestral Carols                                         
• Sun 21 Dec 10.30am: 

All Age Carols 
(suitable for all the 
family)

• Sun 21 Dec 7pm: 
Carol Service

• Mon 22 Decs 8pm: 
Christmas Blues 
(struggle with 
Christmas - here’s 
the service for you)           

• Christmas Eve Wed 24 Dec 3pm & 5pm: 
Christingle 

• Christmas Eve Wed 24 Dec 7.15pm: Heaven’s 
Music             

• Christmas Eve Wed 24 Dec 11.15pm: Midnight 
Communion 

• Christmas Day Thurs 25 Dec 10.30am: All Age 
Worship (suitable for all the family)

PLUS Saturday 20 Dec Noon: Carols in the Market 
(near Walthamstow Library)

• Thursday 15 January - The Real William Morris. 
Roger Huddle explores William Morris’ legacy.

• Thursday 19 February - Tracing the History of 
Your Home. A practical session on how to make 
the first steps 

Fitness
Walthamstow Family Bike Club

2nd Sunday of Every Month, 1pm. Meet outside the 
Ancient House.
Join us on a relaxed, family fun ride to explore 
parks, and little known back street routes. Free. 
Contact Paul 020 8520 0648, paul.gasson@gmail.com
Storytelling
The Walthamstow Storytelling Club

2nd Monday of every month, 7.30pm - 9.30pm at St 
Mary’s Welcome Centre, Church End.  Provides a 
venue for those who wish to listen and tell stories. 
£3/£2 concs.  Contact Mike Forbes 07837 308703 or  
stowtellers@yahoo.co.uk.
On Monday 8 December, 7.30pm - 9.30pm we will 
have a Storyround, come and tell a tale, share a song 
or a ballad. Relaxed and informal setting for sharing 
traditional stories. 

The Walthamstow 
Village Residents’ 
Association is looking for 
suggestions of community 

projects to fund following its AGM in October.
The yearly accounts showed the association 

received substantial sums from membership fees, 
the Curry Supper Quiz and the BEE17 beekeeping 
project.  And while the income helped fund the 
gardening and London in Bloom efforts, as well as 
the annual Christmas carol event, the association 
still has a surplus of £10,000.  Therefore the 
committee invited its members to put forward ideas 
for new projects that the association might launch or 
support.  Members can put forward any ideas to the 
committee by going to the website ‘contact us’ page: 

http://www.walthamstowvillage.net/contact-us.
The AGM also saw the committee members 

unanimously reelected, with Paul Williams 
as Chairman, Ray Swingler as President and 
Helen Lerner as Chair of the Environment and 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom Sub-Committees. 
And after the meeting Megan Whitear as secretary.

WVRA Annual 
General Meeting
Wanted: New ideas 
for the New Year
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Raymond Swingler

go back to New Zealand to get married and was 
determined to get married in Nelson Cathedral by 
the Bishop. Now why the hell I should think of that I 
don’t know. But I achieved it. 
The Best Thing
I like to get the daily newspaper, my post regularly 
and if I run short of anything I like to hop on my 
bike to go and get it. I like the quiet. I like the general 
sense of friendliness and familiarity of being in an 
old fashioned village of years ago. I can hear more 
birds and see more foxes and squirrels than if I lived 
in the country.
Bug Bears
I have a certain degree of scepticism on the decisions 
taken by bodies above us – be it councils, or Boris 
Johnson’s little empire or the government itself. But 
that’s not really a bugbear. As far as here, only a 
sense of security when my wife and I ride bicycles 
around the Village.  If you take Orford Road, there’s 
not a lot of room between traffic going one way and 
cars parked the other way. If you’re lucky you’ve got 
a maximum of three feet in which to manouevre your 
bicycle. But I don’t claim the right to the road though.
Favourites
It’s going to sound silly to say this, but I won’t go into 
any one place too may times because I don’t want a 
dependence on doing that.  I prefer to move around a 
bit, and if you like, break bread in new places. 
Ch-Ch-Changes
It’s more friendly, more open, has more facilities; 
shops that didn’t exist years ago.  In many respects 
it’s become, if you like, a microcosm of the better 
parts of Islington many years ago when I lived 
there.  I wouldn’t go back to Islington now though. 
It’s ghastly. In the Village you’ve got loads of people 
coming in who want to be part of it – and I find that 
encouraging. I think that’s the reason they come here 
in the first place. 
Mayor for the day
I hate to say I can’t think of a single thing that I could 
do that would make sense. I’d be quite happy to see 
the EMD cinema going again.  
Where I am now
I can’t think of anything much better than what I 
have now. And I haven’t got a habit of looking back 
with nostalgia. I’m not nostalgic. My favourite place 
is where I’m at.  

If the Village has an unofficial elder statesman, it’s 
Ray Swingler. It’s not just his age (81), knowledge or 
distinguished good looks that make him qualified.  
Ray was a founding member of the area’s first 
residents’ association and then, the long-standing 
and current President of the existing one. He was 
born in New Zealand and at a tender age - with a 
wife and young child in tow - hopped on a boat, 
eventually ending up in the UK where he set up 
home near Cambridge and continued his journalistic 
career.
My History
In 1990 I was living in Cambridge and working for 
the Press Complaints Commission. I was single – my 
wife had died very young at the age of 40 – so it was 
me and my two daughters. By then the girls were 
quite grown up and I was living in a ten-bedroom 
house mostly by myself – not much point in that. 
Then one fateful day in 1990 friends of mine invited 
me to a drinks party in Church Path.  It was the first 
time I ever set foot in Walthamstow. Within two days 
I owned a property.  I’m still recovering from that. 
It was a derelict factory in Church Path and in a fit 
of insanity I decided to turn it into a house. It had 
ceased to be a die-cast factory and needed a hell of 
a lot of work, but when you’re young and stupid 
it doesn’t worry you too much. It was certainly not 
the desirable place it is today. My friends would say, 
‘what the hell do you want to live in Walthamstow 
for’? I wanted to make the Village a better place to 
live so we started off with a Neighbourhood Watch (it 
eventually morphed into the Residents’ Association), 
worrying about crime and things like that. And we 
were very, very effective. 
I remarried about 6 years ago to June. I met her in 
a pub through a friend of mine George Sassoon – 
Siegfried’s son (Siegfried Sassoon the celebrated 
WW1 poet) and the journey began from there. After 
several years I asked her to marry me. I wanted to 

Ray Swingler


