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to Front’, a series of black and white posters 
revealing hidden aspects of our residents’ lives, 
was our first Art Trail entry.  Community spirit 
was indeed fostered in the process; residents, 
some living in the road for over 30 years, got 
to know each other for the first time.  Social 
gatherings followed - a private view, Christmas 
drinks parties and a street party with Randolph 
& Wingfield Roads in Sept 2013.  

In 2014, we are still WRATP but now we’re the 
‘Wingdolph Roads Art Trail Project’, as Wingfield 
and Randolph Roads have joined forces to 
deliver a multi-media exhibition encompassing 
typography, painting, collage, photography, 
knitting etc. and the roads’ residents can attend 
two Community Art Events to prepare their 
displays with art supplies kindly donated by 
Cowling and Wilcox (cowlingandwilcox.com).  We 
also hope to stage some related performances in 
the two roads on the Art Trail weekends.  Come 
and like our Facebook Page - Wingdolph Roads 
Art Trail Project - to keep abreast of our news, 
developments and, of course, the big reveal of 
what the subject of our exhibition is going to be!  
We look forward to seeing you strolling down 
our roads during the Art Trail!

S i l v a n a 
Gambini tells 
us about 
the exciting 
W i n g d o l p h 
Roads Art Trail 
Project.  

With the theme 
INHABIT, the 
E17 Art Trail 
c e l e b r a t e s 
its 10th 
a n n i v e r s a r y 

this year (31 May – 15 June 2014) and the 
Village has always been one of its ‘hot spots’, 
with large numbers of contributors and visitors.  
In 2012, Deborah Day – inspired by Danny 
Coope’s 2011 ‘Street of Blue Plaques’ – decided 
to use the Art Trail as a tool to build community 
spirit in our road.  And so the ‘Wingfield Road 
Art Trail Project’ (WRATP) was born and ‘Back 

Feature
Getting on the Art Trail
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up outside each 
location and 
residents could 
then enjoy the 
carols from the 
warmth and 
comfort of their 
armchairs or 
bedrooms. It felt 
a little strange 
at first, with 
no apparent 
audience to 
enjoy the terrific 
medley of songs 
arranged in 
Natural Voices’ 
inimitable way, 
but soon faces 
appeared at windows and curtains twitched at 
others. 

Outside Holmcroft House, the local tabby made 
attempts to join in, but this was certainly no 
reflection on the uplifting unison of voices 
ringing out in the cold night air. Outside Monoux 
Almshouses, a sprightly lady offered money, 
thinking it was for charity and then when told 
it was just a private performance for residents, 
went back upstairs, flung open the window 
so she could hear more clearly the glorious 
harmonies, saying ‘It’s absolutely beautiful!’. 
The weather turned out to be nowhere near 
as bad as predicted and Natural Voices far 
exceeded all expectations. The carol-crawl felt a 
great success. Same time next year ladies?

Many thanks to Lorna Downing for telling us 
about the Carol Crawl and for all the singers for 
bringing festive joy. 

Entertainment

The morning news on the BBC warned 
of gale force winds that would batter 
the country, threats of severe flooding 
and ‘the most serious tidal surge for 30 
years’. Hardly a day to go carol singing; 
but, the evening of 5 December is the date 
Lorna Downing and Tracy Lindsay of the 
WRVA and the E17 Natural Voices choir 
had arranged to do a carol-crawl around 
the local older residents’ establishments 
in the Village. Finding a manageable date 
for everyone in the midst of the pre-Christmas 
chaos and other work and family commitments 
had been quite tricky so there was no other 
option but to pull on warm hats and gloves and 
brave the elements. 

First stop was Collard Court on Maynard Road. 
As we had been made aware that many older 
residents would be tucked up in bed, or at 
least contemplating a Horlicks by this time, 
it was agreed that Natural Voices would pitch 

Singing out in the storm

in the village. 
Paul Ibberson Dip.TcL LTcL ALcM
Beginners welcome.

Enhanced DBS checked

PIANO
LESSONS

07801 736873 Paul Ibberson, 5 Merton Rd, Walthamstow E17 9DE  coosticks@ntlworld.com
Tel:
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Gardening

Gardening news & launch 
of Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom 2014

As promised, after a year 
off, we have entered into the 
London in Bloom competition 
in the London Village category! 
In 2012 Walthamstow Village 
achieved five top awards and 
with your continued support we 
will keep up our Gold standard.

As part of our entry we produce 
a 30 page portfolio detailing 
our work over the year. This 
year it will be designed by 
volunteer Joshua Lerner & will 
be available to view in June. The 
London in Bloom judges will 
visit sometime from Monday 
7th to Friday 18th July. We’ll 
let you know the date & judging 
route in due course.

2014 celebrates 50 years 
of Britain in Bloom. This 
marvellous organisation is now 
run by the Royal Horticultural 
Society (RHS) and is divided 
into 18 regions of which 
London is one. It provides a 
framework for communities 
big and small, urban and 
rural to transform their 
surroundings. The three “Core 
Pillars” that we are judged by 
are Horticultural Achievement 
(50%), Environmental 
Responsibility (25%) and 
Community Participation (25%).  

The launch theme for the 
golden anniversary is Growing 
for Gold for Pollinators and we 
will basing our 2014 planting 
activities with this in mind. 

Sponsorship

Although maintenance is 
carried out by our volunteers, 
we would delighted to receive 

additional funding from 
business or private sponsors to 
cover the cost of new planting 
and projects. We are most 
grateful for the continued 
sponsorship from Fullers 
Builders and Village Spar and 
new sponsorship from BEE17. 
All sponsors will be credited 
in the Newsletter, the Bloom 
portfolio, our Facebook group 
page and the WVRA website. 

You can help by:

•	 sponsoring a floral display 
or making a donation

•	 donating goods for raffles 
and fund-raising events

•	 publicity/ printing 

•	 catering 

•	 making your premises look 
great!

February Gardening Day 
(aka Muck-Spreading Saturday) 

We laid the foundation for 
gardening success by spreading 
15 tonnes of nutritious 
compost, kindly donated by 
North London Waste Authority, 
made from the contents of 
our brown bins. Over one cold 
and sunny, back-breaking but 
satisfying day, 33 volunteers 
loaded and wheeled barrows 
of compost to 22 beds and 
planters around the Village 
and spread it as a thick mulch 
that will release its nutrients 
and improve the health of 
the soil, keeping our plants 
in top condition. The mulch 

will retain moisture in the soil 
to reduce watering in the dry 
months ahead and it looks 
fantastic too. Many thanks to 
everyone who helped distribute 
the mountain of compost or 
provided refreshments and 
our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Don Mapp who 
kept morale at a high but did 
himself a mischief by working 
as two men. 

Gardening Challenges 
2014

Residential, Business, Schools 
and Community Premises 

There are Gardening Challenge 
categories for front gardens, 
balconies, window boxes and 
containers. Your entry must 
be able to be seen from the 
street or be open to the public. 
Each entry will be awarded a 
certificate of participation that 
will be presented at the WVRA 
AGM on Monday 20 October. 
The Bloom team thoroughly 
enjoys looking at the gardens 
and displays of all entrants 
and showing them to the 
judges. The “best” garden will 
be put forward as an entry in 
the London in Bloom Best Front 
Garden category. 

Do rise to the challenge by 
completing and returning the 
form below! 

If you would like to find out 
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Gardening

Outlook Care 

Sustainable Gardening Project   
1st March 2014 

Summit Road Care home 
provides residential care for a 
small number of people with 
high dependency needs. The 
sustainable garden project was 
initiated by staff who wanted 
to be able to grow food for the 
residents on site, and to make 
the garden itself easier to care 
for. A successful application to 
Awards for All was designed to 
make the front garden entrance 
more welcoming and colourful, 
and to enhance the existing 
structure planting in the 
back garden with herbaceous 
planting for colour, fragrance, 
and seasonal change. Making 
and strengthening local links 
is an important part of the 
project, and so we are really 

pleased to have the opportunity 
of working with such a dynamic 
and committed local residents 
association.

We are planning to hold a 
planting day alongside the 
WVRA Gardening Group’s 
regular meet on Saturday 1 
March, in which we will aim to 
carry out planting and mulching 
in both front and back gardens. 
Rachel Frances is a community 
garden designer who has been 
commissioned to help the 
staff at 1 Summit Road deliver 
the project. This includes 
organising the planting day, 
setting up the structure of a 
sustainable garden system, and 
providing training in techniques 
for maintaining the garden 
without using unnecessary 
and expensive chemicals or 
artificial fertilisers.

Rachel Frances

more, want suggestions, 
gardening advice or would like 
to join the Bloom committee 
please contact helen@
walthamstowvillage.net or call 
0781 404 2499. 

Best wishes, many thanks and 
good luck from your Bloom 
team, 

Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, 
Graham Sherman and John 
Chambers

I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village: 

Name ……………………………………………………..............................................................…….........….......

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………............................................................................

Address ……………………………...……………….............................................................…………………..........

Email ……………………………………...........................................................……………………………….......

Phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………..........
In the following category(s):  (please tick one)

□  Front garden/grounds
□  Balcony
□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers
□  Display/shop front

Closing date for entries is Friday 27th June 2014. 
N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.
Please return your completed form to: 
WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL CHALLENGES 2014 ENTRY FORM
✂

If you are unsure of 
which category to 
choose, leave blank 
and we will decide.
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Union savings account and teach them about 
responsible borrowing that would be great too. 

Please keep helping us to help Waltham Forest.  
You are making a difference.  You can visit the 
website at www.wfccu.org.uk  or come and see us 
(bring some ID for registration) at our premises 
at the bottom of Church Hill. 

 

Walthamstow is on the up - we seem to be 
on every property show and in every issue of 
the Evening Standard as THE place to live.  It’s 
great; we’re a vibrant, authentic community 
that’s managed to retain its soul.  Part of what 
gives Waltham Forest its heart is projects like 
the Credit Union, and YOU’RE a part of that. 

If you like shopping, drinking and loving local, 
then why not bank local too? 

Your support is invaluable.  Every £1 you 
save with the credit translates to £1.80 in the 
community.  You are making a tangible, genuine 
difference to the lives of people within Waltham 
Forest who most need it and are saving them 
from the grip of unscrupulous money lenders 
and spiralling debt. 

Every person you tell about the Credit Union, 
every new friend you introduce, every pound 
you save is helping to make Waltham Forest a 
great place to live for ALL its residents, not just 
the privileged few.  If you can afford to save a 
bit with us, that would be brilliant. If you want 
to get your children signed up with a Credit 

Adrian’s	  	  
Maintenance	  Services	  

	  

!	  
For	  all	  your	  internal	  painting	  

decorating	  DIY	  and	  gardening	  needs	  
Shelves,	  cat	  flaps	  fitted,	  rooms	  
repainted	  and	  redecorated	  	  	  	  	  

Local	  reliable	  mature	  handyman	  
Clean	  and	  tidy.	  	  Reasonable	  prices	  
Fully	  insured.	  	  Free	  estimates	  

	  

	  Home:	  0208	  559	  3511	  	  	  
Mobile:	  07802	  902920	  

e-‐mail:	  adrian_monks@hotmail.co.uk	  

Spring Fair

Mother’s Ruin

 Lounge inc the Wilcumstowe Times, Walthamstow Diary & more

Sponsored by The E List

Vintage Clothes and Accessories

Delicious Cafe

Vintage Home WaresWood Street Coffee Company

Cakes by Aura RosaAmazing Local Art

Saturday 26th April
12pm - 8pm

St Mary’s Welcome Centre, Church End E17 9RJ

Feature
Waltham Forest Credit Union – bank local!



- 7 -- 7 -

“I managed to open a door and inside this was a 
cupboard with a ladder which led to the upstairs, 
which was one large room. In later years when 
I went to put a gas fire in for my parents they 
were using that room as a bedroom and I found 

this old Adam fireplace, well knocked about, not 
worth anything to anybody as an antique. 

“It was very interesting because all the woodwork 
in the roof of the old house was all pitted, the 
timbers were hacked about and it was full of  
woodworm but they were enormous bits of 
timber. All solid oak, every bit of it.

“The house had a side entrance and apparently 
someone had lived there before and stabled 
their horses as there was a manger. 

“The shop shut 18 years ago. We had a last look 
around when it was empty and there was only 
one book left. It was called “The Death of the 
Bookseller.” 

Copyright Waltham Forest Oral History 
Workshop. Used with Permission

If you are interested in oral or local history you 
can get involved in Waltham Forest Oral History 
Workshop in several ways:

•	 Best of all you can join us (it’s free) and 
play a full part in the group at our monthly 
meetings in Leytonstone or Walthamstow

•	 You can interview people with a story to tell

•	 You can digitise some of our tape archive at 
home on your PC (we’ll explain how)

•	 You can transcribe some of our recordings

For more information Call Nick on 0845 838 
5121 (office hours), email oh@wforalhistory.org.
uk, or write to WF Oral History Workshop c/o 
Vestry House Museum, Vestry Road, E17 9NH.

We are very grateful to the Waltham 
Forest Oral History Workshop who have 
very kindly agreed to let us reproduce 
an interview with John and Florence 
King, recorded in 1987 when the 
couple were living on Maynard Road.  
Mr King lived in the Ancient House in 
1910.  It’s a fascinating glimpse into 
the lives contained within this Village 
landmark. 

John King’s father was an accountant 
with WD and HO Wills, the  tobacco 
and cigarette firm. 

As a result of the 1930s depression and 
consequent high unemployment levels Mr King 
became a bricklayer.  

“My father came from Bermondsey and my 
mother was a village girl,” said Mr King. 

“My father was an educated man, an accountant, 
and moved into the Ancient House which had a 
shop front. Being an educated man he had quite 
a quantity of books which he put in the window 
for somewhere to put them.

People started coming in the shop and asking 
to buy them.  He started to accumulate books 
and became a bookseller, and also maintained 
his job as an accountant for WD & HO Wills.

“My father sold new and second-hand books, all 
educational . They were in great demand. Novels 
too, and he had quite a trade in French language 
books. He  could speak French very well. One of 
his friends was a journalist from the Bookman. 
When my father bought books sometimes he 
would get books with prints in. Some of these 
prints were of value. I always remember my 
father saying this friend cheated him because 
the friend took these prints to be valued and 
sold them for £20 and then told my father that 
he’d sold them for £5. That was because of my 
father’s lack of knowledge. I still look for those 
prints now. 

“As I remember I was quite a little devil and I 
used to explore this old house, not only the one 
I lived in but the rest of them.  There was a row 
of them. The one next door was a cafe and next 
door to that was a cycle makers. 

It was quite a little place. 

History
Voices from the Past

“My father came from Bermondsey 
and my mother was a village girl”
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Village in pictures
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vehicles do not exceed) was 
22.7mph; the westbound speed 
was slightly lower. Further 
down Orford Road (outside  
no.36)  the average eastbound 
speed was 18.2mph, and the 
85th pecentile speed 22.9mph; 
again the westbound speeds 
were slightly lower. These 
speeds are insufficient for the 
council to consider Orford 
Road a priority for speed 
reduction measures.

However, our ward councillors 
are concerned about the safety 
of older residents in the area 
in particular, and have raised 
this with the police who have 
indicated they may be prepared 
to conduct an enforcement 
operation using speed guns.

Village buzz

BEE17, our community 
beekeeping project run by 
Richard Smith and Helen 
Lerner held a Christmas pop-
up shop in December selling 

Traffic Speeds in the 
Village

In response to concerns 
about speeding in Orford 
Road, the council conducted a 
traffic speed survey count and 
established that at the junction 
with Beulah Road the average 
eastbound speed was 18.7mph, 
and the 85th percentile speed 
(the speed at which 85% of all 

Village Vicar New Bishop 
of Durham

Rt Revd Paul Butler, formerly 
vicar of St Mary’s until summer 
2004, and then Bishop of 
Southwell and Nottingham, 
was made 74th Bishop of 
Durham in January 2014 by 
the Archbishop of York in a 
ceremony at York Minster.  

News

home-made honey-based 
products. They will be donating 
the profits from sales to plant 
more pollen and nectar rich 
plants in the communal beds. 
For a list of suitable plants 
please go to www.rhs.org and 
search Perfect for Pollinators. 
Happily, both colonies have 
survived the winter and the 
queens are laying again. On 
warmer days you’ll see the bees 
out foraging on spring flowers. 
To follow news of BEE17 and 
our two hives see our Facebook 
page or go to www.bee17.bz
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residents in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the theatre.  
We have a mailing list of 
regular audience members, but 
the governing factor for any of 
our productions is always the 
questionable English weather, 
although the school does 
now provide an indoor venue 
should the weather prove to be 
inclement.    

We pride ourselves 
on our practice of 
presenting Shakespeare 
in a straightforward and 
strictly traditional style, 
with spectacular authentic 
costumes hired from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, and 
clear delivery of the Bard’s 
verse and prose by actors of all 
ages and experience.  We are a 
wholly amateur organisation 
who come together from local 
amateur dramatic groups 
to participate in this annual 
production in this unique 
open-air amphitheatre.  Many 
of us have been taking part 
for many years but we are very 
keen to welcome new members, 
particularly young people, and 
anyone with any interest at all 
is most welcome to call our 
Secretary on 020-8551- 2958.”

to be Directors’ 
favourites, with 
four productions 
apiece.  The 
Company does 
not however just 
stick to the more 
popular plays, 
having put on 
the entire History 
cycle over recent 

years.  This year we will be 
presenting the challenging 
Measure for Measure, a 
powerful and very topical 
study of sexual misconduct, 
treated by Shakespeare with 
both astute sensitivity and wry 
humour.

The Greek Theatre is unique, 
presenting opportunities for the 
staging of both grand entrances 
down the pillared portico steps 
and close exchanges within the 
intimacy of the central arena, 
while the gentle surrounding 
foliage adds more warmth to 
the performance as the lighting 
comes into play on a balmy 
June evening.   

Our annual production always 
takes place during the last week 
of June.  This year’s dates are 
Wednesday 25th - Saturday 28th 
June at 7.30 p.m with a matinee 
at 3.00 p.m on the Saturday 
afternoon.  We publicise with 
help from the Waltham Forest 
Guardian, the Arts’ Council 
website, our own website 
(www.greektheatreplayers.
org.uk) and by leafleting 

The grounds of Walthamstow 
School For Girls hold an open 
air theatre, surrounded by 
trees.  Theatre goers can 
enjoy a summer’s evening 
Shakespearian entertainment 
courtesy of the Greek Theatre 
Players.  Bob Hutt of the Players 
tells us a little of the history of 
this Village institution. 

“The Greek Theatre Players were 
founded in 1958 by Annette 
Park, a teacher at the Girls’ 
School who had just retired 
and was keen to continue her 
involvement.  She directed King 
Lear, performed on a Friday 
night in conditions just perfect 
for the dramatic storm scene.  
Among the cast was one Don 
Hart as Duke of Cornwall, who 
was to take over from Annette 
as the Company’s leading 
Director, and still Chairs the 
Committee to this day.

Over the years the Company 
has presented 27 of 
Shakespeare’s 37 plays.  
Perhaps unsurprisingly, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
and Twelfth Night have proved 

FeatureDrama School
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Fitness
Walthamstow Family 
Bike Club
Meet at the Ancient House 
at 1pm on the 2nd Sunday 
each month for a relaxed, 
fun afternoon. Contact 
Paul on 020 8520 0648, 
paul.gasson@gmail.com

Storytelling
Stowtellers 
7.30pm on the 2nd 
Monday each month at 
the Welcome Centre, 8 
Church End, £3 (£2 concs)
Come to listen, or to share 
a story, or both. Contact 
stowtellers@yahoo.co.uk  
or Mike Forbes, 07837 
308703

Gardening 
12th Annual Village 
Spring Clean
Saturday 22nd March 
- from 10.30. Meet at 
the Village Square, on 
the corner of Eden and 
Orford Roads, with gloves, 
long-sleeved old clothes 
and sturdy footwear; 
all equipment will be 
provided. There will be 
a free picnic lunch for all 
volunteers at 12.30 on 
the green by Vestry House 
Museum.  
Plant & Seed Swap and 
children’s seed planting 
workshops, 
Saturday 12th April – 11 
till 2. Come along to the 
Village Square with your 
plants, terracotta pots 
and seeds and swap them 
for something different! 
Gardening expert Graham 
Sherman will be on 
hand to answer your 
horticultural questions 
and to identify plants. 
We will be running a 
workshop sowing golden 
sunflower seeds provided 
free to Bloom groups by 
the RHS for their 50th 
anniversary campaign. 
WVRA Gardening Club
Do come and join us 
at 10.30 on the first 
Saturday of every month 
at the Village Square 
for a couple of hours to 
plant, tidy, prune, weed, 
mulch beds and planters, 
litter-pick and clear 
overgrown space around 
the Village. We need lots 
of helpers to continue our 
work making the whole 
area look cared-for and 
attractive. We have lots of 

“The Village” Magazine Production team
Editor Lucy Freeman: newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net
Designer Paul Gasson: paulg@walthamstowvillage.net
Advertising Shameem Mir: shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

Diary

What to do in the Village this Spring

fun and you get to meet 
your neighbours too! 
• Saturday 5th April – 

sowing seeds, planting 
herbs and pollinator-
friendly plants. 

• Saturday 3rd May – 
weeding.

Contact Helen Lerner 
for more details: helen@
walthamstowvillage.net 
or 0781 404 2499 or just 
turn up!

History
Docklands Light 
Railway
13th March 2014 
at 7.30pm. The 
Walthamstow Historical 
Society, presents a talk 
by Dr Peter Spence,  at 
Trinity United Reformed 
Church, 58 Orford 
Road, Walthamstow, 
E17 9QU (entrance in 
West Avenue).  Guests 
are welcome. Free for 
members, guests £1.50.

Food and Drink
Wine Tasting 
Every last Thursday of the 
month 7pm at the Nags 
Head pub (9 Orford Road, 
E17 9LP) with Sean Pines.
Book in advance. Contact 
Sean or Sharon at: 
seanpic@aol.com
Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday 11am-2pm 
at Walthamstow Square 
(top of the High Street).

Music
“East London Strings”
8th March at 7.30pm. 
A free concert of light 
music presented by an 
orchestra of local players 
and singers at St. Mary’s 
Church. There will be a 
retiring collection with 
all proceeds donated to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. 
Music in the Village : 
The Fitzwilliam String 
Quartet. 
3rd April 7.30pm.
St. Mary’s Church, 
Walthamstow Village. 
Admission £12 (£6 
concessions) on the door.  
Enquiries 020 8223 0772 
www.walthamSoft.com/
Villagemusic
Music in the Village : 
Steven Devine
8th May 7.30pm.   
Steven Devine virtuoso 
harpsichordist, talk on and 
performace of Goldberg 
Variations. St. Mary’s 
Church, Walthamstow 
Village.  Admission £12 
(£6 concessions) on the 
door.  Enquiries 020 8223 
0772 www.walthamSoft.
com/Villagemusic
Beginners’ bell ringing 
Every Wednesday from 
7.30pm - 9pm.  Bell 
tower, St Mary’s, entrance 
through the doorway 
facing the Ancient House.

Newsletter Contacts
If you have ideas for newsletter 
features or other content, 
please email us at newsletter@
walthamstowvillage.net 
If you are interested in 
placing an advertisement,  
please email shameem@
walthamstowvillage.net
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William Morris

Q. What would you change about Walthamstow?

The attitude to the cuts and the implication. 
Youth provision funding in the borough used 
to be around £800,000 and we’ve just learnt it 
may be a quarter of that next year. People need 
community and they need support. 

Q. Who would you like to say a public thank 
you to?

Maureen Rhodes, the unsung saint of E17. She 
was instrumental in setting up the Christian 
Kitchen 30 years ago. It was revolutionary. She 
gave a plate of food to someone homeless and 
then Christian Kitchen grew out of that. She 
then became involved in all kinds of community 
activities and I think she’s brilliant; absolutely 
amazing. 

Q. How would you like to see the Village 
improved?

I would love to see a post office back on Orford 
Road. We really advocated hard for that but it 
wasn’t going to happen.

Q. What is your happiest Village memory?

Delivering our old sofa to a young couple who 
had just moved in and had no furniture.  Also 
when St Mary’s celebrated our 900th anniversary 
eight years ago, and people said they wanted to 
ring the bells.  Forty people turned up out of 
nowhere to ring and the bells have carried on 
since then.

View from the Vicarage

Did you know that 
Walthamstow shares 
a motorbike riding 
vicar with Ambridge?  
The Reverend Simon 
Heathfield is the Team 
Rector of the Parish of 

Walthamstow and the Area Dean of Waltham 
Forest.  We asked him why he finds the Village a 
divine place to live. 

Q. How long have you worked in Walthamstow?

We’ve been here eight years and we love it. The 
twins are very happy at St Mary’s and there is 
such a lot of exciting community stuff happening 
here. 

Q. What’s your favourite place to eat in the 
Village?

Probably the new Queen’s Arms. We’ve been 
twice and the menu’s brilliant. Outside the 
Village it’s Teras on Wood Street.  

Q. avourite place to drink in the Village?

The Nag’s. Handily, it’s also closest to my front 
door. 

Q. Where have you lived before?

I lived in Coventry. This is my first London post 
but my family are three  generations of Londoners 
based around Bethnal Green & Euston.  

Q. Favourite shop in the Village?

I love digging around in Finamore, but that kind 
of depends when it is open which can be a bit 
unpredictable.  

Q. How do you get around E17?

On my motorbike but it’s been stolen twice in a 
year so far! 

Q. Which local campaigns are you involved in?

We are really active in the London Citizens 
campaign, involved with the London living wage 
and advocating for local housing.  We’re now 
working on the Wood Street local area plan. As 
part of the pre-planning decision around the 
EMD Cinema we tried to engage with the UKCG 
which wasn’t a very comfortable meeting.   We 
also help run the Farmers’ Market.  We have a 
stall there, supporters bake cakes and we give 
the money to a local youth charity. 


