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The Walthamstow Village area was designated a Conservation Area by Waltham Forest
Council in December 1967 and was the first area so designated in the Borough.
Conservation Areas are areas chosen because of their special
historic and architectural interest, and have been given special
protection under planning laws.
This does not necessarily mean that the Area is ‘frozen’, or
that no change or development can take place. It does mean,
however, that the best features of the area should be preserved;
and that new building (including alterations and extensions)
should be designed and carried out sympathetically, to preserve
or enhance the character of the area.
Those who live and work in the area should be aware, in
particular, of the following requirements:

Q Conservation Area Consent is required for the demolition of any
building in the area, and higher standards are necessary for any works
requiring planning permission.
An Article 4 Direction was made on the area in 1977 which removed
certain permitted development rights and planning consent is therefore
required for any external alterations and additions, including changes
to doors, windows and roofs, the erection of any structure including
porches, fences and walls, and the painting of the exterior of any property.

Q 10 CHURCH LANE
A detached late Georgian house erected circa 1830 by the Reed
family of builders. The house has typical early 19th century features,
such as a shallow pitched roof with deep eaves, a Doric porch, and
semi-circular brick arches over the ground floor windows

T All trees in the Conservation Area are protected, and you must give the
Council six weeks written notice of any intended tree works.
Free professional advice is always available from the Councils Tree
Preservation Officer 020 8496 2819.

Q THE ANCIENT HOUSE
A 15th century ‘hall’ house
believed to be built on the site
of the former Manor House of
Walthamstow. An upper floor and
dormer windows were added
before the mid 18th century and
the building weatherboarded.
Shop fronts were added in the 19th
century and for many years it
was used as a cycle shop and tea
rooms. A glass panel at the east end
shows the original wattle and daub
structure. The building was restored
by Fullers the builders in 1934 as
a memorial to W G Fuller after his
death, and again in 2002.
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The Council will use its planning
powers whenever necessary to
control and avoid harmful changes
within the Conservation Area, and
will take the guidelines contained
in this leaflet into account when
considering planning applications.
Successful conservation however
depends in practice just as much
on the support and co-operation
of local people – without that
co-operation, the special character
and attractiveness of your area
could slowly but surely be lost.
This leaflet is therefore intended
as a guide for all residents and
businesses in the Conservation
Area. It draws attention to its
history and special character,
and outlines some basic do’s and
don’ts necessary to protect that
character.

Q VESTRY HOUSE
In 1730 Walthamstow
Vestry (the Local
Government of the
time) erected a simple
eight roomed house
on a one acre
site, formerly part
of the Church
Common, for use as
a Workhouse and for
Vestry meetings. The
building was enlarged
in 1756,1779 and
1814 and has had
a multitude of uses:
Walthamstow police
station, armoury,
builders yard, private
house and since 1931
a local museum.

We hope that, with your support, it will help to ensure the continued preservation and enhancement of this special area.

Historical Background
The Domesday Book records that Walthamstow at the time of the
Norman Conquest was composed of four separate village settlements,
in forest clearings connected by tracks.The parish at the time was
called Wilcumestou’, probably Old English for ‘the welcome place’, and
comprised two manors.The larger of the two was held by Waltheof the
Saxon Earl of Huntingdon, who married King William’s niece Judith in
1070.Waltheof was executed in 1076 for plotting against the King, and
through the marriage of his daughter Alice and Ralph de Toni in 1103 the
manor passed into the hands of the de Toni family, where it remained for
the next two hundred years. Ralph became Lord of the Manor, renamed
Walthamstow Toni, and is credited with founding the current church.
In existence by the 12th century, St.Mary’s Church raised the status of
the Church End settlement, and today it is the only one of the original
settlements still recognisable as a village nucleus.
As the ‘centre’ of Walthamstow the Church End area prospered and
grew.The Manor House of Walthamstow Toni was built on the edge of
Berry Field where the Ancient House stands today.The Ancient House
itself is a timber framed ‘hall’ house dating from the 15th century and
was erected after the new manor house ‘Toni Hall’ was built in Shernhall
Street.

Q

SQUIRES ALMSHOUSES
Erected in 1795 by Mrs Mary
Squires (a widow of St.Mary
Newington) for six ‘decayed’
widows of Walthamstow
tradesmen who were
members of the established
church. ‘Decayed’ in this
context refers to a decline in
wealth.

The village inn (the original Nags Head) was established on the adjacent
corner to the Ancient House sometime during the Tudor period, as were
the Monoux Almshouses and school to the north of the church.
George Monoux is an important figure in the history of Walthamstow
and he was a great benefactor to the area. He was a wealthy city
merchant of the Tudor period, a member and master of the Drapers
Company, Lord Mayor of London 1514 and 1528, and MP for the City
of London in 1523. He lived much of his life at ‘Moones’, his estate in
what is now Billet Road, and was responsible for both the Almshouses
and school that bears his name, a causeway and two early bridges over
the Lea, and the major restoration and extension of St.Mary’s Church in
which he is buried.
In the 18th and early 19th century Berry Field, part of which was the
Church Common, was gradually being encroached upon, with the
erection of the Workhouse (now Vestry House Museum) in 1730, the
Squires Almshouses in 1795 and the National School in 1819. St.Mary’s
Infants School was built in 1828 on the Vicars Glebe, the remainder of
which is still recognisable today as the site of Walthamstow Girls School,
a Grade II Listed neo-Georgian building of the early 20th century.
In 1830, 10 Church Lane was built on land that had been part of the gardens
of the Ancient House. It is a typical late Georgian house and was occupied
until the early years of the 20th century by the Reed family of builders.

Historical Background

(Continued)

The original Nags Head remained on the corner of Orford Road/Church
End until the erection of the new pub in 1859, when both the Inn and the
adjacent 18th century cottages were demolished and replaced by a grocers
shop and four houses.The four houses survive today but the grocers shop
was demolished in 1959.
The year 1850 saw the start of a dramatic transformation in Walthamstow
as the Church Common south of Vestry House was first enclosed then
split up for building purposes in 1853.The arrival of the Great Eastern
railway in 1869/70 accelerated the already rapid urbanisation of the area
as fields, commons and the grounds of the great houses were transformed
into the terraced streets of Walthamstow that we know today.
By the late 1870’s the Orford Road area with its new Town Hall, shops,
school and later hospital and church hall had become the centre of town,
and the old village was already a relic of the past.That the village survived
this dramatic period of change largely unscathed is remarkable, and it is
rightly regarded as the most important Conservation Area in the Borough.

Q ST.MARY’S CHURCH
Whilst a timber church probably existed on this site in Saxon times,
tradition credits Ralph de Toni (son of the Conqueror’s standard
bearer and Lord of the Manor of Walthamstow) with the erection of
the first permanent flint building in the 12th century. The church
has been much altered and extended over the years and the severe
cement rendered finish covers a variety of building materials – not
least the red brick tower erected by George Monoux in 1535.

Q MONOUX ALMSHOUSES
George Monoux (alderman of London and local worthy) erected the
Almshouses, associated school and feast hall for the poor of
Walthamstow on a former parcel of the St.Mary’s Churchyard in
1527. The Monoux School operated there for 353 years until moving
firstly to West Avenue, then to High street, and finally to Chingford
Road in 1927. The western end of the building was rebuilt in 1955
following bombing in October 1940.

Design Guidance
Walthamstow Village contains a remarkable cross section of buildings
covering a period of nearly 900 years: the 12th century St.Mary’s
Church;the 15th century Ancient House; the Georgian Workhouse
and Infants School; the Victorian pub and detached villas; and present
day developments. All have features of interest which contribute to
the unique character and charm of the area.This special character can

however, be easily eroded by unsympathetic and insensitive alterations
and additions. Alterations to doors, windows and roofs, flat roofed
extensions, satellite dishes, and unsympathetic colour schemes are just
some of the more obvious things which can adversely affect the character
and appearance of both individual buildings and the area as a whole, and
will not be permitted.

Materials and
Features
Wherever possible the original
architectural features of buildings
in the Area should be retained
intact.Where they have been
removed or altered they should be
restored whenever the opportunity
arises. In most cases this need not
be prohibitively expensive and
adds to the character and value
of the property.The Council’s
Conservation Officer can usually
advise you on specialist suppliers
and manufacturers.

Q NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST CHURCH
The building was erected in 1819 on part of the Workhouse acre as St.Mary’s National School, designed to
accommodate 100 boys and 100 girls with living accommodation for a master and mistress. It ceased to
be used as a school in 1906 and was eventually sold to the National Spiritualist Church in 1928.
In certain cases the Council may be able to offer financial assistance
towards the cost of restoration works by means of Historic Building
Grants. Funds are limited however and each case is looked at on its
individual merits.
With the notable exceptions of the Church and the Ancient House the
traditional materials for all buildings in the Area are brick and either
natural slate or clay tiles. Brickwork is attractive and durable in its own
right and should never be painted or rendered unless part of the original
design.Where this has been done it is sometimes possible to restore the
original appearance but specialist help should be sought. Re-pointing of
brickwork, when it becomes necessary should be done in a lime based
mortar, and modern ‘weather-struck’ joints should be avoided in favour of
original flush or recessed joints

Roofs
Plain clay tiles and natural slates, both new and second hand, are still freely
available and should always be used if your roof requires replacement or
repair. Concrete tiles and imitation slates should be avoided as they are
inappropriate on historic buildings.
Chimney stacks and pots, even if no longer used, should also be retained
in good order as they are attractive and characteristic features of the
roofscape. Second hand or new clay pots to the original patterns are still
available.

Q ST.MARY’S INFANTS SCHOOL
Now known as the Welcome Centre, St.Mary’s Infants School was
founded in a barn in 1824 by the Reverend William Wilson who
erected the permanent building in 1828 on part of his glebe.

The school catered for children aged 2–7 years and was a
preparatory school for poor children who then went to St. Mary’s
National School.

Windows
Alterations to original windows detract from the historic interest and
character of buildings in the area and will not be permitted.Timber sash
windows are the original and correct form of window for the majority
of buildings in the area, and where they have decayed they can easily be
repaired or replaced to match the original design.There are a number
of local firms who manufacture and install new windows to match the
existing at no greater cost than the historically and visually inappropriate
aluminium, UPVC and hardwood alternatives which should always be
avoided.

Doors
Many of the properties in the area still retain their original front doors
and these should always be retained, never replaced with inappropriate
mass produced modern designs.These only spoil the originality and
appearance of the property and are not necessarily any cheaper than
maintaining the original or replacing it with a matching design.

Original door furniture, such as knockers, letter boxes, and bell pulls, are
now becoming rarer and where they have survived they should be kept
as features of interest. In nearly all circumstances these would be made of
cast iron and finished in black paint – not the polished brass of modern
examples.

Internal Features
The internal features and layout of buildings are often ignored, but are
equally important elements in conservation. Alterations such as partitions,
lobbies and through lounges can all affect the originality of a building
and should be carefully considered. Original fireplaces and mantelpieces,
ceiling cornices and roses, skirting boards, and panelled doors are all
valuable features which should be kept and restored wherever possible.
Second hand fireplaces and doors are still freely available from salvage
yards and will add considerably to the internal character of those
buildings where they have been removed.

Q

THE CHESTNUTS
An early 19th century
Regency villa which
originally had “extensive
grounds, secluded, welltimbered and laid out
with lawns, flower beds
and borders”. From 182036 it was the residence
of Reverend James
Foulkes Roberts who
was headmaster of the
Monoux School and also
ran a boarding school at
the house.

This leaflet can only serve as a general guide to those elements which collectively make up the special character
and appearance of the Walthamstow Village Conservation Area and what is required to preserve and enhance it.
Numerous specialist books, leaflets and magazines are also available today from newsagents,
bookshops, and specialist bodies such as English Heritage, the Georgian Group, the Victorian Society
and the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. These will provide further interesting
and useful reading on the care and repair of older buildings.
More detailed information on local history is available at:

Vestry House Museum, Vestry Road, Walthamstow Village, E17 9NH Tel: 020 8509 1917
Further information and assistance on any of the issues raised
in this leaflet can be obtained by contacting:

The Conservation Officer, Environment and Regeneration,
Sycamore House, Town Hall Complex, Forest Road,
Walthamstow, London E17 4JF.
Tel: 020 8496 6737
DP08-0568
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A large print version of this leaflet is available if required
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