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Gardening Samaritans
Locals band together to sort garden 
disaster

A local couple experienced what 
community is all about this summer when 
locals banded together to fix a garden 
makeover project that had gone horribly 
wrong.
Kat Collins and her partner Toby were looking 
forward to spending the summer enjoying their 
new flat’s garden.  The couple had recently bought 
a property in Granville Road - their first together - 
and after doing a lot of structural work decided to 
tackle the garden.

To do the job, they 
hired a local man 
who had recently 
suffered hard times 
and was trying to 
get back on his feet 
with a landscaping 
business. To help 
him out, they took 
him on and paid up 
front for the work. 
Unfortunately, it 
became apparent 
the project was 
too much for him 
and after several 
weeks the job was 
abandoned. All 

Kat and Toby had to show for their £1,600 was an 
enormous mess.
“He had taken down all the fences, smashed up the 
path and dug up the flower beds. There were just 
piles of rubble and wood everywhere. The garden 
had basically been destroyed,” says 30 year-old 
Kat. “We wanted to have it ready for the start of 
the summer and instead it was just chaos, and we 
didn’t have the money to fix it.”
Word spread about the disaster and they soon 
found themselves being offered comfort from 
local people, everything from cakes to a free 
haircut. But the biggest surprise of all came from 
Walthamstow-based Green Man Landscaping. 
Owners Gareth Jenkins and Simon Aronson had 
heard their story and wanted to put the garden 
right. “It was a case of them saying ‘you guys 
tried to do something nice so we want to do 
something nice for you’,” explains Kat. “We were so 

overwhelmed by their generosity that they had to 
convince us to take up the offer.”
In no time at all, Gareth and Simon went to work 
with other volunteers who joined in after learning 
about their efforts on social media. Even Kat’s 
parents came up from Wales to lend a hand. In the 
end, around 10 people spent six days on the job.
“People were bringing plants, cakes. Someone 
even brought a bottle of Champagne. They 
absolutely transformed it beyond all recognition. 
It’s now a fantastic, perfect little garden.”
When Kat’s parents returned to Wales and told 
their friends about the experience, they couldn’t 
believe people in London could be so community 
spirited. “I don’t think it’s necessarily a London 
thing,” says Kat. “It’s a Walthamstow thing. There’s 
something quite special about the way people are 
here.”
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Mini Holland Rumbles On
Official opening met with protests

Waltham Forest Council’s official Mini Holland 
(MH) opening in the Village was met with protests, 
including a mock funeral.

Council officials had dubbed the event ‘Orford 
Road Opening Celebrations’ and while some did 
come to celebrate, a considerable number came 
to protest.

With balloons and placards, they took the 
opportunity to publically voice their concerns 
and confront the politicians and council officials 
in charge. The group E17Streets4All led a funeral 
procession, complete with coffin, up Orford Road 
and held a symbolic wake in the square to mark 
what they see as the death of the neighborhood 
due to the road closures.

A spokesperson for E17Streets4All said, 
“We object to the way this scheme has been 
implemented with the road closures causing 
difficulty of access for residents, visitors, deliveries, 
buses, and the Emergency Services. Narrow roads 
have been made two way and the only access 
from Shernhall Street for vehicles and lorries to 
the west Village and Hoe Street is through the 
ancient Village, causing an increase in traffic. While 
Orford Road, which is part of the Conservation 
Area, has been repaved with modern bricks and 
has illuminated road signs. The money was given 
to improve cycling in Waltham Forest, closing our 
roads does virtually nothing for cycling safety. 
Pushing the residential traffic onto main roads 
causes more congestion and pollution on the 
roads cyclists already face danger on.”

On the other side, Village resident Ruth Standing 
who attended the event to support the scheme 
said, “Mini-Holland isn’t just about cycling. It’s 
about creating safe quiet streets where people can 
enjoy walking, meeting, playing. It’s about making 
our streets more pleasant so that people can 

think - hang on, maybe I’ll leave my car at home 
today, maybe I’ll walk my child to school instead 
of driving them. I live off Grove Road and only a 
few months ago, Grove Road was a busy, polluted 
rat run with no safe pedestrian crossings. Now it’s 
an attractive, safe community street where new 
businesses are thriving.”

Cllr Clyde Loakes, who is leading the borough- 
wide project, was bombarded with questions from 
those opposed concerning the implementation 
of the scheme, the impact it was having in 
surrounding streets and issues around access. 
As he moved through the crowd he was met with 
shouts of  “streets for all” and “on yer bike”.

“There are clearly people who don’t like the 
scheme and people who do, so that’s one of the 
challenges,” said Loakes. “We’ve got to get more 
people walking and cycling. All the evidence 
points to that. Make the roads safer and people will 
walk more and cycle more, particularly for those 
short journeys. It is not sustainable to continue as 
we are and to allow cars to simply dominate every 
single street.”

Among the council’s invited guests was the Dutch 
Ambassador Simon Smits who found himself in the 
middle of a public protest on the first day of his 
new job. He was approached by a young girl who 
asked, ‘Why do all the cars have to go around the 
Village now?’ In true diplomatic form, Ambassador 
Smits answered, “I’m the ambassador for Holland 
not Mini Holland, so I don’t know.”

Since the Village opening there was a further 
protest against the road closures at the town hall 
that attracted several hundred people. In another 
development, a legal case brought against 
the scheme was rejected by the High Court, 
though the group E17Streets4All says it plans to 
continue to “challenge the council through legal 
proceedings”.
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Here On Earth
New shop for Orford Road

Multiply a love of retail with a passion for 
ceramics, add a desire to promote artists’ work and 
what you get is Sandy Craine’s new shop Here On 
Earth. 
Walthamstow resident Sandy had always 
harboured a fantasy about opening a gallery-
cum-shop where she could sell her own ceramics 
but also the work of other artists she knows and 
loves. The fantasy turned into a reality earlier this 
year when she was on her way through the Village 
and noticed a handwritten sign in the window 
of 39 Orford Road saying ‘space to let’.  Within 
a few minutes she was inside meeting with the 
Claire Tomlinson who runs the children’s clothing 
company Little Mashers with her partner Andrew 
from the premises. The pair wanted a new business 
to share their space, and after a brief chat Sandy 
convinced them it should be her.

Sandy was pretty certain there was a gap in the 
market – especially with Penny Fielding’s shop 
having closed – for the sort of place she had in 
mind. “I’m living here and I need that kind of 
shop, and I can’t be the only person. And when 
Debbie Bliss opened, I thought ‘great’. There was a 
demand. You could feel the potential,” says Sandy.
It’s not the first time Sandy has jumped feet first 
into a new business venture. She did the same 
with vintage clothes when she left art college, and 
again when she and her partner opened a café/
bar in Crouch End. But this time it’s very much 
her baby, and a concept she’s nurtured for some 
time. She’s had a ceramics studio at the Chocolate 
Factory in Stoke Newington for many years and 
has become part of that community of artists over 
time. Now, she’s stocking many of them in her 
shop, from jewellers and other potters, to print 

makers and illustrators. And since opening she’s 
also started to stock work from artists local to the 
Village.
As for her own work, Sandy says, “I’m not 
particularly interested in utility. I don’t make 
tableware and I’m not always concerned about 
usability. The surface is very important to me and I 
suppose I use ceramics as a canvas. And much to 
my surprise I seem to be selling quite a bit of it!” 
That means needing to 
split her time between 
being a shopkeeper 
and an artist, something 
that might get a bit 
easier when she’s more 
established and can 
employ someone part-
time to be in the shop.
And of course Little 
Mashers, which sells its 
children’s clothing and 
accessories everywhere 
from Australia to Abu 
Dhabi, is still operating a 
retail space at the back of the premises.
For Sandy it’s been a promising start. Just a couple 
of months in, and with Christmas presents starting 
to creep into people’s minds, she says business is 
even better than she expected.
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After just a few months, Jane says business is 
already exceeding expectations. One of the 
surprise sellers has been the homemade cakes 
made from recipes handed down to Alberto from 
his mother, who worked as a baker in Spain for 
almost 20 years. Another product that’s selling well 
is squid ink (who knew?). It comes in a jar and, I am 
reliably informed, is used to cook and flavour rice 
and pasta.

Besides the deli products that range from jamon 
to cheeses, olives to padron peppers, the café 
is offering up chaucuterie platters, sandwiches, 
coffee and wine. Jane and Alberto are already 
looking to extend that menu and have started work 
to expand the seating area in the back and knock 
through to the restaurant to create a more unified 
space.

Both Jane and Alberto say the biggest thing 
they’ve learnt so far is that running a shop involves 
a lot of long hours and a lot of hard work, but that 
it’s also a lot of fun.

“Oh and wine tastings at 10 o’clock in the 
morning,” Jane adds. “That’s quite fun as well!”

Simply Deli-cious
When Jane Harper walked into Penny Fielding 
Gallery and Interiors 10 years ago, little did she 
know that a decade later she would be the one 
behind the counter running it as a Spanish deli and 
café.
“It was one of the first shops in the Village I ever 
went into,” recalls Jane. “We were looking at 
houses and went into her shop. There was a red 
leather armchair I wanted to buy. Penny said, ‘Oh 
don’t buy the chair until you’ve got the house’.” 
And she was right because it was another two 
years before we did buy in Walthamstow!” 

There has been a lot of talk about what would 
replace Penny’s, a Village institution that helped 
kickstart the rejuvenation of Orford Road. Jane 
admits there was a certain amount of pressure 
taking over the premises but that people have 
been supportive and delighted that it’s an 
independent retailer that’s opened in the space.

Jane already had a 
foothold in Orford 
Road - the Orford 
Saloon Tapas Bar 
- which she runs 
with her husband 
Mark Godfrey. So 
when the adjacent 
property became 
vacant they were 
able to realise 
their ambitions 
to expand. While 
they didn’t get the 
premises the first 
time it came up, 
they were poised 
and able to secure 
it when it came 

back on the market.

Jane’s background is in graphic design and while 
she’s never run a shop before, she and front-of-
house manager Alberto Barros (who also does 
front of house at the tapas bar) have an extensive 
knowledge of Spanish food and wine to draw on.  
Alberto, who grew up in Tenerife, has 17 years’ 
experience in the hospitality trade. “We already 
had a lot of Spanish suppliers because of the 
restaurant, and we’ve expanded the contacts we 
had. And to find out what kind of things to stock 
we talked to a lot of local Spanish people and 
people who have lived in Spain to find out what 
they missed and wanted to buy,” says Jane.



6

Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom

By Helen Lerner

It’s been another highly successful horticultural 
year in the Village; we’ve done so well that we have 
a big surprise for you for 2016! 
Despite the disruption of the Mini-Holland works, 
we were rewarded not only by our fourth Gold 
Award and the title of London in Bloom’s Best 
London Village for the sixth year running, but with 
the new Greener Streets Award, beating all other 
entrants, as the community that has best embraced 
the RHS initiative “Greening the Grey” streets of 
London. Our awards, past and present, can be 
viewed at the Vestry House Museum; there’s quite 
a collection to dust! 

We presented our Front Garden & Beautiful 
Premises Challenge certificates at the WVRA 
AGM in October. Well done to Andrew Blount 
and Rosemary Perrett of 35a Wingfield Road who 
were awarded Best Front Garden 2015 for their 
beautiful basement garden and window boxes: do 
go and have a look if you need inspiration on how 
to transform what could be considered a difficult 
space. Indeed the residents of Wingfield and 
Randolph Roads excelled themselves this year; 
the London in Bloom judges loved the two Little 
Libraries and admired the Wingdolph Art Trail 
displays that the residents kindly left up for judging 
day. We awarded them a special certificate for their 
terrific community effort. 
The residents of Cherry Close off Eden Road were 
awarded a certificate for their marvelous and 
ongoing improvements to the communal grounds.  
Walthamstow & Chingford Almshouse Charity 
was, for the second year running, awarded Best 
Premises for the residents of Monoux Hall & 
Squires’ Almshouses. The new hanging baskets 
outside Squires’ Almshouses are a triumph and all 
that deadheading paid off! 
Many thanks and congratulations to everyone who 
entered the challenges.
The jewel in the crown and a big talking point 
this year is the Village Veg/Community Allotment 
outside the Lifeline Project in Beulah Road. Huge 
thanks to project leader Caroline Barton who, 
with her neighbour Liz Evans and the dedicated 
team of Weekly Waterers, has kept everyone 
supplied with tomatoes, courgettes, beans, salad 
leaves, sweetcorn, herbs and much more and 
continues to be enjoyed by all as the winter sets 
in. The initial clearing and refilling of the beds was 
courtesy of the WVRA, Waltham Forest and the 
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It would be great if some residents from East and 
West Avenues and Grove Road and their surrounds 
would come forward and contact us to help with 
the new planters so we can coordinate our efforts. 
Don’t be shy now! 
We can now show the whole of Britain how special 
we are and what a terrific community spirit we have 
BUT it will mean we will really have to up our game 
and pull together to make it work. We hope we 
can count on your support to help by attending 
gardening events and making your outside areas 
look fantastic. We need:
• photographers 
• someone to coordinate the 2016 Garden & 

Premises Challenges 
• someone from the business community who 

can take on the coordination of planting and 
flower displays in Orford Road

• a contact from Henry Maynard’s School 
Community Garden 

• gardening volunteers for Vestry House Garden
• volunteers from East & West Avenues and 

Grove Road 
• residents to “adopt” tree pits and planters.
If you can help and for more information please 
contact Helen Lerner: helen@walthamstowvillage.
net or on 0781 404 2499. Do join our Facebook 
Group Walthamstow Village in Bloom to share 
news, photos, advice and information. 
Best wishes from your Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom team, Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, John 
Chambers and Caroline Barton. 

North London Waste Authority and Fullers Builders 
kindly sponsored the summer planting that was 
supplemented by the WVRA, residents and Petals 
in Bloom. 
Three residents, who can’t attend our monthly 
gardening Saturdays, help by tending planters 
during the week; thank you to Nick, Andrew and 
Jill for caring for their adopted planters. If you feel 
you could do this too, we can provide you with 
bags, a hi-vis jacket, a map of adopted areas and 
instructions, so do drop us a line. 
On 7 November we held our Annual Bulb Planting 
event and replanted the new beds in the Village 
Square with the bulbs we took out before the 
works started. They were supplemented with 
Crocus chrysanthus corms kindly donated by 
Richard Smith of The Suburban Honey Company. 
Richard started this new venture after gaining 
experience from BEE17 our community bee-
keeping project. 
Thank you to each and every one of you who 
volunteered, organised and joined in this year and 
to our kind main sponsors BEE17, Fullers Builders 
and the Village Spar. 

Walthamstow Village in Bloom to represent 
London
We’ve left the most exciting news till last: 
We’re thrilled to tell you that we have accepted 
the London in Bloom trustees’ invitation for 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom to represent 
London as a finalist in the prestigious Royal 
Horticultural Society’s Britain in Bloom national 
competition! 
We have decided to enter as an Urban Community 
rather than a Village category. This means we’ll be 
up against similar areas within towns and cities 
rather than Britain’s chocolate box villages. So in 
summer 2016, there will be two judging days. The 
regional London in Bloom one in July and then 
the Britain in Bloom judging day in August. It is a 
huge honour to be asked and being a finalist will 
give our community opportunities for grants, free 
plants, outings and national recognition. 
The Bloom Team feels that this is also a chance 
to look anew at the Village, to be proud of what 
we have achieved over the years and to make 
the most of the new public spaces that, love it or 
hate it, Mini Holland has created. Let’s try and use 
gardening and plants to heal some of the rifts and 
bad feeling that many of us have experienced 
over the past months. We want to dust ourselves 
off, try and make the best of our area and talk of 
something other than Mini Holland!
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WVRA Gardening Club 
First Saturday of every month, come rain or shine!
With so much to do and so many new planting 
areas we need lots more helpers throughout the 
year so please do come and join us on the first 
Saturday of every month at the Village Square 
at 10.30 for a couple of hours. We’ll be digging, 
pruning, planting and weeding and you can bring 
your own tools or use ours. It’s good, healthy fun 
for all ages and gardening-abilities, you get to 
meet lovely people and a great sense satisfaction 
of a job well done! 

BEE17 Pop-Up Christmas Shop 
Saturday 5 December – 11am – 3pm at 6 Beulah 
Road.
BEE17 and The Suburban Honey Company will be 
selling three kinds of 2015 honey, soap, salt skin-
scrub and other wax and honey-based products 
at our Christmas pop-up shop. Also on sale will 
be Walthamstow Village lavender bags made 
from the collected heads from Lavender Corner. 
Beautifully packaged, all our products make lovely 
presents. In 2013-15 the BEE17 community bee-
keeping project gave £2,000 profit to the WVRA 
for planting projects.

A celebration of the life of Raymond Swingler, 
President, Walthamstow Village Residents’ 
Association

To hear the peal of the St Mary’s church bells 
in the Village on any Wednesday evening is a joy 
and pleasure we should never take for granted. 
The ancient bells are in urgent need of restoration 
and so it was that on 8 October 2015, the bells 
rang out in celebration of the life of Raymond 
Swingler, late and highly respected President of 
the Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association at 
a memorial concert to raise money for the bells, a 
cause close to Ray’s heart.  
On the evening, which also coincided with Ray’s 
82nd birthday, an audience of more than 150 
packed the pews of St Mary’s including friends, 
family, neighbours, local residents, shopkeepers 
and businesses as well as The Worshipful, The 
Mayor of Waltham Forest, Councillor Saima 
Mahmud.

And The Bells Rang Out 
For Ray
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Dominic Natoli who performed a showstopping 
You Are My Heart’s Delight. A fitting finale came 
from the wonderful Natural Voices choir singing 
Let There Be Love also accompanied by Jenny 
Trew. 
The generosity of the local community provided 
refreshments after the concert, with a chance to 
reflect and remember Ray with lots of laughter and 
tears in equal measure.
Thanks should go to all who helped towards the 
evening’s success which raised more than £1,000 
for the Bell Restoration Fund. I’m sure Ray would 
have loved every minute.
Ray’s widow, June, and the family would like to 
add their thanks to everyone for their kindness and 
generosity.
Teresa Deacon

Bell ringer David Baker on behalf of the Residents’ 
Association, welcomed everyone followed by a 
moving tribute by Ray’s daughter Claire. Claire 
talked about how her father came to settle in 
Walthamstow - a chance party on Church Path led 
him to buy a dilapidated, rundown factory and 
turn it into a home. Ray and his second wife June 
lived on Church Path and enjoyed 25 happy years 
together.

A concert 
programme of 
highly acclaimed 
local performers 
and musicians 
followed, 
introduced by MC 
Caroline Lennon. 
They all had one 
thing in common 
- they have 
enjoyed living in 
Walthamstow. The 
artists generously 
gave their time 
for free, such was 

the standing of Ray in the community. The concert 
was co-ordinated by Caroline Barton, Church Path 
neighbour of Ray and June’s, but the event was 
a true example of community collaboration, with 
several WVRA members contributing to make it 
happen. 
The 45-minute concert started with the haunting 
sound of a lone saxophone played by Josh Kemp, 
joined by singer Julie McKee on piano with a 
beautiful arrangement of Kurt Weill’s September 
Song, a particular favourite of Ray and June’s.  
Matthew Wadsworth played three delightful 
period pieces on the lute, followed by quartet 
Gail Hennessy, Lucy Russell, Masumi Yamamoto 
and Peter McCarthy. Pianist Jenny Trew played 
the enchanting Arabesque by Debussy, and then 
accompanied internationally celebrated tenor, 
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Monwara says funding for these type of events is 
getting harder and harder to come by so she was 
thankful for the support from those in the local 
business community that provided sponsorship; 
Eat17, Estates 17 and the Nisa store were this 
year’s silver sponsors while Petals in Bloom, the 
East London Sausage Company, Froth & Rind, 
Mother’s Ruin Gin Palace, Build Graphic Design, 
the London Beard Company and Livin’ Network 
were bronze sponsors. Monwara hopes that now 
that the event has two years of success behind 
it, more businesses will come forward to provide 
financial support. 

For next year, Monwara says the Waltham Forest 
Community Hub is looking to partner with other 
local groups to help in the organisation.

Village Festival Returns
The revived Village Festival returned for a second 
year in September and despite the date shifting 
from summer to early autumn, it still managed 
to attract crowds similar to last year with several 
thousand people enjoying the event.

Around 25 local groups and charities were 
involved along with 74 stallholders who offered 
everything from delicious curries to face painting 
for kids.

There was a bit of nervousness earlier in the 
year when a substantial grant from the Arts 
Development Fund didn’t come through and the 
organisers had to do some fast work to make up 
the shortfall.

“As soon as we knew it had been turned down 
it was a race against time. We had to decide to 
delay and change the date to give us a bit more 
time,” says Monwara Ali from the Waltham Forest 
Community Hub (the new name for the Asian 
Centre), which organises the event. “It was handy 
that I had contacts in the Big Lottery so I was able 
to fast track an application and we got the grant.”
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“It’s about consistency every single time. It’s about 
the temperature of the water, the speed that it 
filters through the coffee, the grind size, the weight 
you ‘tamp’ the coffee (press down the grounds 
before brewing) - even the way you polish the filter. 
There are basically a lot of variables,” explains Ian. 

Taking coffee seriously has become, well, much 
more serious of late and Mark thinks that’s due in 
part to the local/artisanal revolution where people 
take a much bigger interest in what they eat and 
drink. “I think there’s an appeal and interest in 
artisan products and taking care and time about 
the way something is made.”

“Most people enjoy eating and drinking something 
that’s made well, so why not coffee?” says Ian.

And what about the flat white? Despite it being this 
writer’s coffee of choice, I really didn’t know what it 
was despite drinking a couple of them everyday.

“It comes down to both the amount of milk and the 
texture,” says Ian. “It has two shots of espresso but 
only 3oz of silky 
and velvety 
steamed 
milk, giving 
it a punchier 
flavour than 
other, more 
milky drinks. 
And a thinner 
band of 
microfoam.” 
Now that 
explains why I 
like it so much.

Full of Beans
New café for Grove Road

If you’re looking for a coffee where the 
grind is taken seriously, as well as advice 
on how to install insulation, Hucks Café in 
Grove Road is the place.

Not only does the barrista Ian Bone make 
a silky flat white (more on that later), but 
he also helped owner Mark Hucks finish 
off building work so they could finally 
open in late September. 

Mark had hoped to launch several months earlier 
but problems with the renovations meant at times 
it felt like the most delayed opening in history. “I 
had a moment back in February when I thought 
it was finally under control, it’s going to get done 
and open. But by mid-March it was clear it wasn’t 
going to happen.” Remarkably, Mark is still smiling 
even after he and Ian spent several weeks pulling 
up floor boards, lugging around materials and 
installing sound-proofing insulation to help get 
the job done. Perhaps he’s still cheery because he 
wanted to open a small café where the coffee was 
the star, and that’s ultimately what he’s done.

In the midst of the works, Mark and Ian found 
themselves on a series of espresso tastings as 
they visited roasters in the capital looking for the 
right coffee supplier. “Roasting is a fine art. It’s a 
very technical process that involves knowing the 
beans and how long to heat-treat them for. A lot of 
experimentation goes on so the roasters get the 
right characteristics in the coffee,” says Mark.

They chose a roaster based near Old Street who 
buys beans directly from producers with small 

farms; so small in 
fact they actually 
buy the entire year’s 
production. Ian, who 
has been working in 
the coffee business 
since college, was 
even given training 
on how to make the 
best of their chosen 
blend. So once they 
get the coffee, what is 
the secret to making 
a good cup?
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Conservation Area 
Reminder
Check the rules before doing the work

Even when you live in the middle of 
Conservation Area, it’s not always easy to keep 
on top of what is and isn’t allowed. But if you do 
something that isn’t allowed, you are likely to find 
out about it - and it can cost you money.
Take Nick Patel of Desborough Newsagents – an 
upstanding member of the community who is 
not one for breaking the rules. Nick was in Kenya 
visiting family when the security shutters on the 
front of his shop stopped working. His cousin, who 
was minding the shop, ordered new ones straight 
away as he didn’t want to leave the premises 
vulnerable. New ones arrived and were quickly 
installed. However, they were blue, and a local 
resident complained to the council about the 
colour. When the Conservation Officer came to 
see them, not only was she not keen on the colour, 
but the type of shutter did not conform to the 
stated rules. (Yes, it turns out there are guidelines 
for shutters in a Conservation Area.) In addition, 
planning permission was needed for the work.
In the end, Nick had to install new black shutters 
and pay for the planning application setting him 
back over £2,500.
So if you are thinking about doing any work and 
want advice, you can contact Jacinta Fisher the 
Waltham Forest Conservation Officer, at jacinta.
fisher@walthamforest.gov.uk. 
If you’re unsure whether you live in either of 
the two local Conservations Areas - St Mary’s 
Church (Walthamstow Village) and Orford Road/
Eden Road/ Grosvenor Park Road – the maps can 
be found at http://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/
Documents/conservation_areas.pdf 

A New Wave 
Art space in Orford Road

One of the Village’s most treasured shop fronts 
has received a face-lift and fortunately it’s not the 
Hollywood type that involves surgery…

The windows of the former Frank Ison Ironmonger 
and Oil Stores have been transformed into a street-
facing gallery thanks to the support of Estates 
17’s Neil Collins. Neil, who took over the space 
to house his new mortgage/financial services 
business, decided to do away with the previous 
occupant’s frosted windows and hand them over 
for public consumption. 

The creation - dubbed the Walthamstow Village 
Window Gallery - is being run and curated by local 
resident Danny Coope.  Using his background in 
art, photography and design, Danny wants to make 
the corner of Orford Road and the Village Square 
a 24-hour, 365 day a year gallery where art meets 
the street.

“For the first show I approached friends and 
people whose work I’ve admired in the past. I had 
about 10 to 15 submissions and a theme started to 
emerge, which is where “Making Waves” (the title 
for the opening selection) came from. We ended 
up with a really eclectic mix,” says Danny. “The 
plan is to have a new exhibition every month. This 

one is a group show but the next one is going to 
be a solo show (by the former graffiti artist turned 
painter Cain Caser), and that gives the potential 
for an artist to design an installation for the entire 
space.”

Danny is even considering doing a special 
Christmas window to coincide with the annual 
WVRA Christmas carols. So watch this space. Or 
rather, watch the new space in Orford Road…
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Helen singled out her right hand woman Teresa 
Deason for her unflagging assistance and Caroline 
Barton for her work on the community allotment 
project.

All officers and committee members stood for and 
were re-elected to their posts:

• Paul Williams – Chair and Treasurer

• Megan Whitear – Secretary

• Helen Lerner – Chair – Environment and 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom SubCommittee

WVRA Annual General 
Meeting 
The Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association 
is retiring the position of President following the 
passing of longtime resident and President Ray 
Swingler. 

The announcement was made at the WVRA’s, 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held at the 
Asian Centre in October. Ray’s widow June was 
among the 35 people attending and thanked the 
community for all the support it had provided 
following Ray’s death earlier in the year.

Chairman Paul Williams said the post of 
President, which is not required under the group’s 
constitution and had been bestowed on Ray in 
recognition of his years of service, would remain 
vacant.

The two other items that dominated the 2015 AGM 
were those which one keeps running into these 
days no matter where one turns in the Village: the 
stellar work of the Association’s gardening group 
and Mini Holland (MH).

Regarding MH, Chairman Williams told the 
meeting that the WVRA would remain neutral on 
the matter so it was able to represent all views on 
the issue. He said the WVRA would continue to 
lobby the council to undertake a proper review of 
the Village scheme as originally promised, pass 
on residents’ concerns/comments and engage in 
discussions on the built environment elements of 
the project.

On the subject of all things green, Helen Lerner, 
Chair of the Environment and Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom Sub Committees thanked everyone for 
their continued support, which had enabled the 
Village to win Gold, Best Village, and the Greener 
Streets Awards at this year’s London in Bloom. 

Calling 
All Clever 
Curry 
Lovers
Annual Curry 
Supper Quiz set 
for March 2016

Do you know how many countries are in the 
Commonwealth? Or what vegetable is called 
rutabaga in North American?
If you do then not only is your brain a repository 
for obscure bits of information, but you’ll also love 
the Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association’s 
annual Curry Supper Quiz.
Due to unforeseen circumstances the event, which 
is normally held in the autumn, has been shifted to 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 at the Welcome Centre 
in Church End. The superlative curry supper will 
once again be made by Shameem Mir of Sham’s 
Kitchen with the help of her kitchen-mates Helen 
Lerner, Megan Whitear and Ana Caton.
Doors will open at 7pm for a prompt quiz start at 
7.30pm with things wrapping up at 10pm.
Tickets are £12 (£6 for children under 12) and will 
be available in the New Year by contacting Helen 
Lerner at helen@walthamstowvillage.net or on 
07814 042 499. It’s BYO wine and beer and veggie 
options will be available.
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Rejoice With Your Voice
December 15th for annual Christmas carols 

If Oliver Cromwell had his way, we wouldn’t 
be able to ding dong merrily on high or deck 
the halls with boughs of holly. But thankfully the 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth’s ban on 
Christmas carols – not solemn enough, apparently 
– only lasted from 1647 to 1660. 
That means the Walthamstow Village Residents’ 
Association will be holding its annual carols on the 
square on Tuesday, December 15th at 7.30pm. 
Once again, the event will be led by Philip Creasy 
and accompanied by the East London Brass, one 
of the oldest and most celebrated brass bands in 
London. 
There will be free mince pies and mulled wine at 
7pm to help warm up your vocal chords (squash 
for the under 18s) and song sheets available 
on the News page of our website http://www.
walthamstowvillage.net/
So bring along your voices, your kids and 
candlelit lanterns if you wish, and let the festivities 
commence. If this doesn’t get you in the Christmas 
spirit then you’re probably Oliver Cromwell!

Christmas Carols
Tuesday 13th December

Gather 7pm outside
East London Sausage Co, Orford Road 

for mulled wine and mince pies
Carols start at 7.30pm

on Eden Road/Orford Road Square
Song sheets provided

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association

Tree and lights kindly supplied by LBWF
Music by East London Brass ~ Carols led by Philip Creasy

Tuesday 15th December

Gather at 7pm by the 
Christmas tree on the Village Square

for mulled wine and mince pies
Carols start at 7.30pm
Song sheets provided

Tree & lights kindly supplied by LB Waltham Forest
Music by East London Brass - Carols led by Philip Creasy

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association

WVRA Membership
If you would like to support the WVRA by 
becoming a member you can do so for just £12 a 
year, per household.  
To join electronically and set up a standing order 
please go to our website 
www.walthamstowvillage.net/membership.  

Name:     ...................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................

Email address (or phone number) : ...............................................................................................

I enclose £15 cash                  a £15 cheque                  

or I am paying £12 by standing order 
Please pop / post this form (and your cash/cheque if not setting up a standing order) to Shameem 
Mir, Membership Secretary, 25 Beulah Rd. Walthamstow, E17 9LG.

If you can, please email me (shameem@walthamstowvillage.net) after you have sent me this form 
to ensure we have received your membership.

Membership application

Please tick one 
of these boxes

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
✂

Alternatively, complete the form below and send 
to 25 Beulah Rd.
If you have any queries please contact me on 
shameem@walthamstowvillage.net. 
Shameem Mir, Membership Secretary
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What to do in the Village this winter

Fitness
Walthamstow Family Bike 
Club
 2nd Sunday of every month, 1pm, meet 
outside the Ancient House.
Join us on a relaxed family fun ride to 
explore parks, and little known back street 
routes. Free. Contact Paul on 020 8520 
0648/paul.gasson@gmail.com

Gardening
WVRA Gardening Club
First Saturday of every month, 10.30am, 
meet at the Village Square.
Do come and join us for a couple of hours 
to plant, tidy, prune, weed, mulch beds and 
planters, litter-pick and clear overgrown 
space around the Village.  We need lots 
of helpers to continue our work making 
the whole area look well cared for and 
attractive.  We have lots of fun and you get 
to meet your neighbours too!  Contact: 
Helen Lerner: helen@walthamstowvillage.
net, 0781 4 042499 or just turn up.

Seniors
Seniors Christmas Lunch 
Monday, 21st December, 12noon – 4 pm, 
Waltham Forest Community Hub (aka Asian 
Centre) 18a Orford Road, E17 9LN.
A festive lunch open to all aged 55+ 
residents (and their carers) from sheltered 
accommodation in the area and living 
independently. Places are limited so please 
call 020 8223 0707 to reserve your place.

Storytelling
Stowtellers – The 
Walthamstow Storytelling 
Club
Every second Monday of the month, 7.30 
pm - 9.30 pm, Welcome Centre.
Contact: 07891 724 771 stowtellers@
yahoo.co.uk.£3 (£2 concessions).

 Food and Drink
Wine Tasting
Last Thursday each month 7.30pm, The 
Nag’s Head Pub. Must be booked in 
advance. Contact Sean or Sharon seanpic@
aol.com.

Markets & Pop Ups
Walthamstow Village 
Market
Every Saturday 10 am – 3 pm, Henry 
Maynard School playground, Wilson Street 
entrance, E17 9LT. 
Local artisanal food market, with stalls 
covering Award winning
organic veg, fresh fish, meat, game, bread, 
cheese and much more. Also serving some 
of London’s best street food and coffee.
Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday, 10am - 2pm. Walthamstow 
Square at the top of the market.
Selection of fresh produce from around the 
region.
E17 Designers’ Christmas 
Markets
Waltham Forest Community Hub (Asian 
Centre) 18a Orford Road, E17 9LN
Weekend One
Sunday, November 29th , 2.30-6pm, Music 
from The Underclouds, ambient-psych-folk-
country loveliness.
Weekend Two
Sunday, December 7th, 2.30-6pm, Music 
from The Stowicks.
BEE17 Pop-Up Christmas 
Shop
Saturday, 5th December, 11am – 3pm, 6 
Beulah Road
BEE17 and The Suburban Honey Company 
will be selling three kinds of 2015 honey, 
soap, salt skin-scrub and other wax and 
honey-based products at our Christmas 
pop-up shop. Also on sale will be 
Walthamstow Village lavender bags made 
from the collected heads from Lavender 
Corner. Beautifully packaged, all our 
products make lovely presents. In 2013-
15 the BEE17 community bee-keeping 
project gave £2,000 profit to the WVRA for 
planting projects.

Christmas Events
Vestry’s Victorian 
Christmas 
Tuesday, 8th December, 4.30 – 10 pm, 
Vestry House Museum
This popular festive event returns for both 
children and adults. Visit a traditional 
Father Christmas in a magical grotto, 
make Christmas crafts, stir the pudding 
and enjoy mulled wine and mince pies. 
Also, shop for gifts by local designers. Free 
(Santa’s gifts £3.50 per child).
Deck the Halls
Sunday, 13th December,  1.30 – 4pm, 
Vestry House Museum.
Make festive garlands and sparkly tree 
decorations to create a special Victorian 
feel for your Christmas celebrations with 
E17 designer Carolyn Abbott. Free.

Christmas Services 
St Mary’s Church, Church 
Hill
Sunday, 13th December, 6pm. 
Carol Service, with orchestra.
Sunday 20th December, 10.30am. 
All Age Carols.
Sun 20th December, 7pm. 
Candlelit Carols, with choir.
Mon 21st December, 8pm. 
“Blue” Christmas.
Thursday, 24th December, Christmas Eve
• 3pm - Christingle Service (for young 

children and families).
• 5pm - Christingle Service 5pm, St Mary’s 

Church (for older children, over 5)
• 7.15pm - Heaven’s Music.
• 11.15pm - Midnight Communion.
Friday, 25th December, 10.30am. 
Christmas Day: Holy Communion for All 
Ages.
Central Baptist Church, 
101a Orford Road
Sunday 13th December, 5.30 pm. 
Nativity Play by the Children, 5.30pm 
followed by Christmas Tea.
Sunday 20th December, 6.30pm. 
Carols By Candlelight followed by 
Christmas Refreshments.
Friday 25th December, 10.30am. 
Christmas Day Service.
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Boma Jaja is a former West 
Londoner who has fully converted to 
the east. He came to Walthamstow 
almost a decade ago and quickly 
became a fixture in the local community 
when he opened Black Duke & 
Cashman in Grove Road.  Besides 
hunting down and selling mid-century modern 
furniture, Boma also dispenses local advice to new 
residents who pop into his shop looking for that 
perfect sideboard.

My history
I wouldn’t say I’m a true Londoner but London 
is my town. Notting Hill was my neighbourhood 
for along time. But I grew tired of it and wanted a 
change, to remove myself from what I knew. So my 
partner and I came east looking for a change.
I was born in Nigeria and came over here to go to 
boarding school in Worcestershire with my brother 
when I was 11 years old. We were a very anglicised 
family so it wasn’t a shock.  We knew England and 
I enjoyed it straight away. We couldn’t wait for 
mum and dad to leave us. We were kind of like, 
‘ok you can go now!’. It was like that because the 
way they brought us up was very free. You pick and 
chose, you make your own mistakes. They were 
there to guide is – we weren’t feral – but they also 
encouraged us to be independent.
After school I came to London and worked 
in catering but it wasn’t my gig, so I went into 
fashion retail. Started as a Saturday person and 
then eventually became a manager of a couple 
of Hackett shops. But it’s not yours – you can only 
grow so much. So I set up my own shop in Camden 
in 1992. It was a street wear shop – skate boarding, 
snow boarding stuff.  I was a skate boarder and 
might have ended up a professional but business 
was more my sort of thing.
Then I went into partnership with a friend and 
opened another street/skate wear shop called 
Home in Soho’s Beak Street. It was a really 
happening, jumping place. We dealt with all the 

stars that were into that kind of thing – Bjork, Oasis. 
Good times. 
My current shop (Black Duke & Cashman) was born 
out of my love for design. I wanted to do what I 
knew and create a small business.

The Best Thing
I’ve lived in London a long time and I know what it 
can be like.  You see people for ten years and they 
still grunt at you. But here you see people for a 
week and they will stop and ask you how you are. 
It’s a bit like being outside London. 
I sometimes feel like I’m the unofficial tourist 
board. Because of the nature of the business I see 
new homeowners or prospective homeowners. 
My thing is to say make the move. It’s a lovely 
neighbourhood. You can be yourself.

Bug bears
It’s not for me to say. I can’t, and I have refused 
all my life to tell people how they should and 
shouldn’t be.

Changes
It’s been uplifted. From my point of view it 
was waiting to be the next big place. After the 
Olympics you felt it. People were realising the 
promise of the neighbournood. 

Where I am now
A little bit older and wiser. I’m not chasing what 
22 year-olds chase, which I did chase at one time. 
Walthamstow has afforded me to kick back, to 
bring up my kids and to ease up a bit.

Village people

Boma Jaja 


