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A bitter pill to swallow
Local chemist campaigns about cuts

For over three decades, pharmacist Shashikant 
Ladva has been dispensing medicine, advice and 
good cheer from his chemist shop in Grove Road. 
But now he’s unsure about the future because 
of new government plans to cut funding to 
community pharmacies. In fact, Shashikant is so 
concerned, he’s joined hundreds of thousands 
of people around the country calling for the 
government to reconsider plans that could see 
thousands of neighbourhood chemists shut up 
shop.
“I understand the government wants to make 
savings,” says Shashikant, “but I think they are 
going about it the wrong way. For years they have 
been saying to people, ‘Go to your chemist; make 
the pharmacy your first stop, before your GP or 
A&E.’ And it has worked. A lot of people do come 
to us first for minor things, such as a cough or a 
cold, and we can often give them over-the-counter 
medicine and advice to help.”
But if small local pharmacies are forced to close, 
Shashikant says people who would normally 

pop into the chemist will return to making 
appointments with their GP, or heading to A&E. 
“Then there is no cost saving. It’s going to cost 
them more in the long run. It’s very shortsighted,” 
he says.
The Department of Health believes there are more 
pharmacies than are needed in some parts of the 
country, so as part of the move to make savings 
across the health service, it’s planning to reduce 
funding to these pharmacies. It’s estimated that 
somewhere between 1,000 and 3,000 could close 
as a result.
Shashikant came to London with his family from 
Kenya when he was a teenager. He studied in 
Portsmouth and, after qualifying, returned to 
London and eventually opened his own pharmacy 
here, in the Village, 33 years ago. Since then he’s 
been running the business alongside his wife 
Asmita.
He says it’s the smaller pharmacies like his that 
are under threat because the chains will be able 
to absorb the cuts, whereas independent local 
chemists will need to cut down on staff, and the 
services they provide, making it hard to survive. He 
says most of his customers have signed a petition 
that pharmacies across the country have been 
promoting; a petition that was recently presented 
to Downing Street with a staggering 1.8 million 
signatures.
“I don’t think the government appreciates the 
service we provide,” says Shasikant. “We provide a 
personal touch. We know many of our customers 
by name and that is the kind of service you don’t 
get when you go to the big chains. You’re just a 
number in those places.”
People who want to support the campaign should 
write to their MP. There’s also an online petition 
that is collecting signatures until the 29 June at 
www.petition.parliament.uk/petitions/116943
And if you want more information about the 
campaign you can visit: 
http://supportyourlocalpharmacy.org
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Something old, 
something new
Local resident starts vintage furniture business

K at Collins caught the bug. It could be called 
‘Village syndrome’. The symptoms come soon 
after moving into the area and being completely 
taken by the community spirit. This is followed 
by feverish aching to be an integral part of the 
neighbourhood and perhaps, somehow, turn your 
idea into a way of making a living. It’s an affliction 
that has struck many. Most recently, Kat.
“I didn’t want to commute to central London anymore; 
I wanted to work closer to home and get to know the 
local people and businesses,” says Kat who works as a 
reporter and newsreader for Radio 1. “I guess I wanted 
to feel part of something, but I also wanted a venture I 
could make my mark on. And the idea of being my own 
boss was also really appealing.”
Her first idea was to open a café fitted out with 
retro furniture that was also for sale. But instead 
of just rushing ahead with the idea, Kat decided 
to take advantage of the Enterprise for London 
scheme that helps new businesses. She signed up, 
got a mentor and took several courses. After a few 
months and a lot of research, she decided the café 
idea had one too many obstacles, and giving up 
her job to pursue the idea full-time had too much 
risk attached. 
“But I still felt I wanted a business project, and a 
few weeks later I was inspired by Alys who runs the 

Blomst florist at the weekly market in the Village. 
We chatted about just going for it if you really want 
a business. So soon after I started to buy mid-
century furniture to refurbish and sell from home, 
which at least put part of my original plan to use.” 
But furniture takes up a lot of space, and Kat soon 
found the flat she shares with her boyfriend Toby 
was getting a bit crowded, and hiring premises 
came with a considerable price tag. “But Toby is an 
incredible problem solver and suggested I contact 
Froth and Rind café. They have a great space out 
the back that they often use for pop-ups. When I 
suggested displaying my furniture there to one of 
owners, Mark, he was thrilled. It means I can leave 
my contact details in the week and be there at 
weekends to talk to customers.”
Kat says it’s been incredibly helpful talking to other local 
start-ups, and she’s even had help from the Village’s 
original mid-century furniture emporium. “Boma from 
Blackduke and Cashman has been so supportive, 
teaching me some of the tricks of the trade, and we 
are hoping to work with each other when I get going, 
passing customers on to each other.”
And if you’ve got the Village business bug, what 
advice does Kat have? “Stop wondering if you can 
do it and just do it.”
The Mid Century Room will be having its first pop-up 
at Froth and Rind from 9 July to 14 August. You can 
also find it on Facebook at Mid Century Room, E17.
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Walthamstow 
Village in Bloom

By Helen Lerner

As you probably know, Walthamstow Village is 
representing London as a finalist in the prestigious 
Britain in Bloom national competition, and things 
are really hotting up to get the Village looking 
stunning. 
We’re competing against the Urban Communities 
of Evington in Leicester, Gogarth in Llandudno, 
Kippax in Leeds, Mancroft, The Lanes in Norwich 
and St George in Bristol.  
We are so lucky to be part of this beautiful, vibrant 
and historical area and the Bloom initiative gives 
us a chance to show everyone what makes it so 
special, as well as how a London area can have 
such a tremendous community spirit. We very 
much hope we can count on your kind support 

- without getting too competitive, just imagine if 
Walthamstow Village was judged the UK’s Best 
Urban Community!
This year there will be two judging days; the 
regional London in Bloom judges Geraldine King 
and Martin Kalaher will visit for three hours on 
Friday 15 July from 2pm, and the national Britain in 
Bloom judges Martyn Hird and Glenn Dale will visit 
for three hours on Monday 8 August from 10am. 
On both judging days Teresa Deacon will give 
a presentation and then we’ll take the judges 
on a two-hour circular walking tour starting and 
finishing at the Vestry Museum. It would be great 
if you’re in the area if you would say hello or wave 
to us if we pass by, and give the judges a special 
Walthamstow Village welcome. 

How you can help
If you can, it would be fabulous if you could 
make your garden or forecourt look great. It’s 
not too late to get planting, potting and to put 
up your hanging baskets. Please encourage your 
neighbours to join in, too, so we can make our area 
look fantastic and let’s “green the grey streets”.
If you’ve only got a concreted space, consider 
being creative with containers. And window sills 
are great for boxes and pots.
On judging days, please ensure your garden, pots, 
baskets and window boxes are looking their best, 
that boundaries, walls and hedges are tidy and that 
bins are neatly placed or tucked away. 
It would help enormously, too, if you would see 
that the pavement or area outside your property is 
swept and weed-free. 
If you see signs of enviro-crime, such as vandalism, 
graffiti or fly-tipping, please report it to Waltham 
Forest Direct: wfdirect@walthamforest.gov.uk
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2016 Bloom portfolio
As part of our entry we compile a portfolio, full 
of information and photographs, showing what’s 
been achieved in the Village over the year. It’s 
been beautifully designed by Joshua Lerner and 
we’re very proud of it; we hope you will be too. 
An electronic copy is available to view on our 
Facebook page (search Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom) and at www.walthamstowvillage.net. 

WVRA Gardening Club - every Saturday in 
July & every Wednesday evening till 
3 August
Lots of help is needed to weed, plant and tidy 
in the run-up to judging. Come rain or shine, 
during July we will be gardening every Saturday 
from 10.30am and every Wednesday evening 
from 7pm. Always meeting at the Village Square, 
tools are provided or you can bring your own. No 
experience is necessary and all ages and abilities 
can join in. 
It’s good exercise, huge fun and a great way to 
meet like-minded neighbours. A friendly welcome 
awaits!

Saturday 2 July – Big Village Clean-Up, 
10.30am onwards
We are seeking volunteers to tidy, garden and 
paint lampposts and railings to help spruce up the 
Village ready for our judging days. This event is 
a lot of fun and suitable for all ages. Please meet 
at the Village Square with gloves, wearing sturdy 
shoes. Do wear old clothes if you want to paint.

Primp my Village
We’ll also be gardening on the evenings before 
judging on Thursday 14 July and Sunday 7 August.  
Please meet at the Village Square at 7 pm. 
On the mornings of judging (15 July and 8 
August), if you’re around and willing, please join 
us and Waltham Forest operatives from 6.30am for 
an early morning clear-up along the judging route. 
We will work till around 9.30 am, removing stray 
weeds and litter and sweeping any dirty nooks and 
crannies, ready for the judges’ arrival. You can, of 
course, come and go at any time. 

Village veg plot, community allotment   
Our community allotment outside the Lifeline 
Project at 1 Beulah Road, sponsored by Fullers 
Builders, goes from strength to strength, with 
vegetables and herbs being planted and 
harvested throughout the year. It is led by Vally 
Gesthuysen and Darryl Abelscroft with invaluable 

assistance from original organiser Caroline Barton 
and their team of ‘Weekly Waterers’. They have a 
new Facebook page with information and photos 
(search Walthamstow Village Veg Plot). Please get 
in touch if you’d like to get involved.

Thank yous
We sincerely thank all our lovely volunteers - too 
many too mention - without whom none of this 
would be possible. We especially thank Fullers 
Builders Ltd, Eat 17 & Village Spar, Estates 17 and 
BEE17 for ongoing sponsorship and support.
Best wishes, good luck and many thanks from your 
Bloom team,
Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, Jakob Hartmann, 
Caroline Barton, Vally Gesthuysen, Darryl 
Abelscroft and John Chambers.
For more info: helen@walthamstowvillage.net or 
call Helen on 07814 042499.
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Thanks a million!
The WVRA’s most valuable asset is our gardening 
volunteers who toil the soil, whatever the weather. 
We also depend on financial assistance to 
purchase plants, and in the past we have gratefully 
relied on a select group of generous residents, 
businesses, community initiatives, and the odd 
ward-forum grant to fund our efforts. However, 
this year we embarked on a new and decidedly 
modern approach to fundraising; an online 
Crowdfunder page.
Your response has been amazing! More than 50 
residents made donations towards plants and 
trees, and we are humbled by your generosity. 
Many of you simply haven’t got time to volunteer 
on a regular basis and expressed delight at being 
able to offer support of a different kind. We really 
appreciate your help.
Some of the donations were particularly heartfelt; 
Mireya and Elaine donated in memory of their 
friend Karen, who passed away last year. They 
sponsored the cherry tree on the corner of West 
Avenue and Orford Road, to forever remind them 
of their friendship.  
Our local businesses also stepped up to the 
challenge, and their donations almost matched 
those of the residents. We would like to thank 
Estates17, The East London Sausage Company, 
Fullers, Spar/Eat17, Debbie Bliss, Orford Saloon 
Tapas, the Queen’s Arms, Desborough News and 
Hucks Café for their very generous support. 
The donations have allowed us to purchase 745 
plants, 10 fruit trees and 1,620 litres of compost. 
More than 50 volunteers did all the digging and 
planting during the BIG DIG event in April. We 
worked across a large area, including two new tree 
pits in Grove Road, Chalmers House orchard and 
flowerbed, Orford Road tree pits and the Village 
Square. Hundreds of plants have now put down 
roots and started sprouting flowers for everyone  
to enjoy – thanks to your help.
Walthamstow Village in Bloom 2016
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Toys are us!
In a month where spring seemed to have gone 
into hiding, the Walthamstow Toy Library could 
not have picked a better weekend to hold its 
annual May Fair. Cue smiling children, musical 
entertainment and obligatory dad dancing, with it 
all ending as the charity’s most successful fair ever, 
raising more than £4,500. 
It’s been a very good year so far for the local 
group. Besides the funds raised by the fair, and 
winning a competition to be The Mall’s charity 
partner in 2016, Kuldeep Bhatt, owner of the Nisa 
store in Orford Road, presented the library with 
a cheque for £1,000 as part of the company’s 
Making a Difference Locally scheme.
“We couldn’t have had such a successful fair 
without the help of our amazing sponsors; 
Estates17, The Mall and Providus Financial,” said 
toy library manager Helen Crockford. “We want 
to invest in some new toys and are hoping that 
our members will help us decide what to buy. 
Toy loaning is a small part of what we do, but 
we’d like to promote it more. Borrowing toys is 
an environmentally sustainable alternative to 
buying new ones, and it makes sense financially for 
families who are on a tight budget.”

As well as the loaning of toys, the Library also 
offers educational play sessions, music classes and 
baby yoga. And with lots of new young families 
moving into the area in the past 18 months, the 
library has seen its membership rise to an all-time 
high.
Now if only they could figure out how to make that 
weather they organised for the fair into a year-
round staple…

020 8509 3401
www.walthamstowtoylibrary.org

e17toylibrarymanager@gmail.com
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United we stand
Behind the scenes at Trinity Church

S tanding like a gatekeeper at the western edge 
of the Village, Trinity Church on Orford Road is a 
testament to just how much things have changed 
since its Kentish ragstone walls were erected in 
1870. In its initial days as a Congregational church, 
the Sunday service would have been packed with 
the prospering families who were slowly moving 
into the new brick terraces being built in response 
to the expanding railways.
These days, as a United Reform Church (URC), 
there’s not just one Sunday service but four, with 
each catering to a distinct group. The URC holds 
two of its own services, one in the morning in 
English and another in the afternoon for the Asian 
congregation in Urdu. Sandwiched in-between, 
there’s a group of independent Christian Tamil 
worshipers in the church, while later in the day it’s 
home to a small evangelical group led by a minster 
everyone knows simply as Pastor Fred. And the 
building is just as busy the rest of the week. There’s 
two sessions of nursery school Monday to Friday, 

yoga on a Saturday, and on Thursday - if you’re 
passing or live nearby - you’ll hear the rallying 
sound of East London Brass as the band has its 
weekly rehearsal.
Today, Trinity is as much a community centre as 
a place of worship. That, according to church 
secretary Roger Davis means the URC stays 
connected to the community. “In addition,” Roger 
tells us, “the rental income we get from the various 
groups keeps the building going. The upkeep of 
a building as old as this is ongoing; there’s always 
something that needs attention.”
But it’s not just bricks and mortar that require care 
and attention. For the past six years the church 
has been managing without a dedicated minister, 
which Roger admits has been difficult. “You haven’t 
got that focal point; someone who people can get 
to know. And the minister helps get to know the 
congregation and help it to evolve.” Fortunately, 
that looks like it’s going to change, with the URC 
hoping to appoint someone in the next year.
The church knows what a difference a dedicated 
minister can make. Since the Rev Shabaz Javed 
moved from Pakistan in 2006 to take over the 
Asian congregation at the church, it’s given the 
group a real boost and it now stands at about 150 
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members. Rev Javed has also recently taken on the 
ministry of two other URC churches in Leyton and 
Wanstead.
So what exactly is the United Reform Church? Well, 
it came about as a result of the union between 
the Presbyterian Church of England and the 
Congregational Church in England and Wales in 
1972. This was followed by additional unions with the 
Re-formed Association of Churches of Christ in 1981 
and the Congregational Union of Scotland in 2000. 
“The URC on a whole is an interpretive church,” says 
Roger. “We interpret the gospels and don’t take 
every word in the bible to be unchangeable. Life 
changes so much, and society changes as well, so the 
URC tends to look at the scriptures from a different 
angle. They tend to have more meaning if you can try 
to explain them in terms of modern life.” 
Roger is eager to point out that Trinity is a very 
inclusive church, welcoming people regardless  
of age, ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation, 
so new members are always welcome.
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Walthamstow throwback
The teetotal miner who triumphed at the polls
By Barry White

How come Sam Woods, a former hewer (miner) 
from Wigan, and a complete outsider, managed 
to win the Tory seat of Walthamstow at a by-
election in 1897, for the small group of politically 
liberal working-class MPs, known as Lib-Labs, who 
represented working class and labour interests? 
I found the answer in an article written by John 
Shepherd, a principal lecturer at Cambridge 
College of Arts and Technology, in the 1987 
edition of the Essex Journal.
In 1897, the Essex constituencies of Romford and 
Walthamstow had the two largest electorates in 
the country. Voting rights were very limited and 
the South Western Division had 19,846 male 
voters out of a population of some 150,000. It 
was a vast constituency taking in Walthamstow, 
Leyton, Leytonstone, Harrow Green and Woodford. 
The area had grown rapidly - before 1850 there 
were fewer than 5,000 people in the rural parish 
of Walthamstow. Between 1873 and 1891, the 
population leapt from 11,092 to 95,131, mainly 
due to the coming of the railway, which turned the 
area into a working-class suburb, with the likes of 
skilled artisans and clerks.
The socialist William Morris, who was born in 
Walthamstow, described it as ‘a pleasant place 
enough, but now terribly cocknified and choked 
up by the jerrybuilder’. 
According to Shepherd, the vacancy in 1897 was 
brought about by the appointment of the sitting 
Tory MP, E.W. Byrne QC, to the Chancery Division 
of the High Court. The local Tories quickly selected 
Thomas Dewar, a wealthy director of Dewar’s 
Whisky, as their man. Then a certain Sam Woods, 
secretary of the parliamentary committee of the 
TUC, was persuaded to stand, and funds (nearly 
£1,400) were made available.
Obviously Woods was not from the middle-class 
elite that dominated many Liberal associations, 
but recognising the changing nature of the 
constituency, he was endorsed by the party and 
one Herbert Samuel (later Viscount) organised the 
local campaign. According to election material 
distributed at the time, Sam Woods had entered 
the mines aged seven and had worked at every 
mining occupation for 20 years. From humble 
beginnings he became a Labour leader with 
strong Baptist and temperance beliefs – a contrast 
to his rival Dewar.

Sam was a radical who favoured a broad Lib-Lab 
alliance. His programme reflected his radicalism. 
“I strongly favour such democratic proposals as 
the abolition of the power of the House of Lords 
to veto legislation, the payment of MPs, one 
man one vote, a thorough Registration reform 
and the control by the Irish people of their own 
domestic affairs. I also heartily support the taxation 
of Ground values, a radical reform of the Land 
Laws as affecting both urban and rural land, the 
establishment of a complete system of secondary 
education open to all classes and any measures, 
which would improve the housing of the people.”
The campaign was vigorous and, according to 
Shepherd, three days before the poll, Woods 
spoke at 13 meetings in one day. Election day - 
Wednesday 3 February - had been preceded by 
heavy snow the night before. The Liberal camp was 
not optimistic about a victory, but a 64 per cent 
turn-out resulted in a Lib-Lab majority of 279 (the 
previous general election result gave the Tories a 
majority of 2,353).
Although uniting progressives in Walthamstow, 
Sam was defeated in the 1900 general election, 
known as the ‘Khaki Election’, and retired a few 
years later. Although in effect Labour’s first MP 
for Walthamstow, the party did not contest a 
parliamentary election in Walthamstow until after 
WW1. In 1922, Valentine la Touche McEntee 
was elected MP for Labour, and in 1950 the 
constituency elected one Clement Attlee as its MP.
The rest, as they say, is history…

Samuel Woods published by The Graphic, after James 
Russell & Sons wood engraving, published 13 February 
1897 NPG D8080
© National Portrait Gallery, London
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What to do in the Village this summer

Food and drink
Wine Tasting
Last Thursday each month 7.30pm, The 
Nag’s Head Pub. Must be booked in 
advance. 
Contact Sean or Sharon seanpic@aol.com

Fitness
Walthamstow Family Bike 
Club
•	Main ride: 2nd Sunday of every month, 

1pm, meet outside the Ancient House. 
Join us on a relaxed family fun ride to 
explore parks and little-known back-
street routes. 

•	Newcomers’ ride: 3rd Sunday of every 
month, 2pm, meet in Village Square 
Eden Rd/Orford Rd. Short ride on quiet 
local	streets	for	less	confident	cyclists.

Both rides are free. Contact Paul on 020 
8520 0648/paul.gasson@gmail.com

Storytelling
Stowtellers – The 
Walthamstow Storytelling 
Club
Every second Monday of the month, 
7.30pm - 9.30pm, Welcome Centre.
Contact: 07891 724771 
stowtellers@yahoo.co.uk  £3 (£2 
concessions). 
Teas, coffee & refreshments available.

Gardening
WVRA Gardening Club
Every Saturday in July & Every Wednesday 
Evening till 3 August.
Lots of help is needed to weed, plant and 
tidy in the run-up to judging. Come rain 
or shine, during July we will be gardening 
every Saturday at 10.30am and every 
Wednesday evening at 7pm. Always 
meeting at the Village Square, tools are 
provided or you can bring your own. No 
experience is necessary and all ages and 
abilities can join in. Contact: Helen Lerner: 
Helen@walthamstowvillage.net,  
0781 4 042499 or just turn up.
It’s good exercise, huge fun and a great 
way to meet like-minded neighbours. A 
friendly welcome awaits!
Saturday 2 July – Big 
Village Clean Up, from 
10.30am
We are seeking volunteers to tidy, garden, 
paint lampposts and railings and generally 
spruce up the Village ready for our judging 
days. This event is a lot of fun and suitable 
for all ages. Please meet at the Village 
Square with gloves and wearing sturdy 
shoes, and do wear old clothes if you want 
to paint.
Primp my Village
We’ll also be gardening on the evenings 
before judging on Thursday 14 July and 
Sunday 7 August! Please meet at the 
Village Square at 7pm. 

Markets & Pop-Ups
Walthamstow Village 
Market
Every Saturday 10.30am – 3pm, Waltham 
Forest Community Hub (Asian Centre), 
Orford Road.
Indoor and outdoor food market with stalls 
offering local artisanal products.
Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday, 10am - 2pm. Walthamstow 
Square at the top of the market.
Selection of fresh produce from around  
the region.

“The Village” Magazine Production Team
Editor: Daniel Barry newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net
Sub Editor: Michaela Twite
Designer: Paul Gasson paulg@walthamstowvillage.net
Advertising: Shameem Mir shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

Newsletter content & advertising
If you have ideas for newsletter features or other content, please email us 
at newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net . If you are interested in placing an 
advertisement,  please email shameem@walthamstowvillage.net
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William Morris

Monwara is – literally – at the 
heart of the Village. She’s the 
manager of the Waltham Forest 
Community Hub (formerly known 
as the Asian Centre) a charity that 
occupies the locally listed 19th 
century former National School in 
Orford Road. Forty-one-year-old 
Monwara has spent most of her 
working life in community based projects and 
has travelled a long and occasionally bumpy road 
from the north-eastern-corner of Bangladesh to 
the north-eastern-corner of London.
“I was born in Bangladesh and came to London 
was I was 5, with my dad, mum, an older brother 
and a younger sister. We came from a town in the 
Sylhet District, which is where the vast majority of 
the Bangladeshis in the UK come from. We shared 
our first flat with another family, so my family all 
had to live in one room. Then we got a flat of our 
own and finally had space to ourselves. We didn’t 
speak English and one of the first words we learnt 
was hello. I would hang out the window and say 
hello to everyone going by!
“I grew up in an inner city area in London (near 
Euston Station) where there was a lot of racial 
tension and a lot of young people affected by 
drugs and alcohol, so I started doing youth work 
when I was about 17.
“From an early age I wanted to study law. I was 
always wondering, ‘Why is this not fair, why is 
that not fair?’. But I was told I wouldn’t be able to 
get into law because there are so many things 
against you. You’re female, you’re Muslim; even 
that I wouldn’t be allowed into court because I had 
a nose pin. Throughout my life, when someone 
discourages me it challenges me to prove them 
wrong, which is what I did - I went on to study law 
at the University of Westminster. During that time 
I did a two-month internship in South Carolina, 
working with prisoners on death row. I met people 
who had been there up to 20 years waiting for 
their appeals to be dealt with, people with learning 
difficulties; people with serious mental-health 

issues who couldn’t afford good legal counsel. 
One of the prisoners I was working with quite 
closely was executed while I was there. That was 
really hard emotionally. It had a big impact on me 
as an individual. As a human being I am probably 
stronger and more resilient because of that 
experience.
“I returned home and was doing community work 
using knowledge from my degree, so I decided to 
continue that rather than the two further years of 
law training.
“I came to what was then the Asian Centre in 2011 
and became centre manager a couple of years 
ago. The centre had huge potential to be a thriving 
community space. It should be a way of bringing 
people together, so you need ways of getting 
people involved through volunteering or providing 
a service people want to use. My vision is very 
much to be an organisation that works for and with 
the community. We have the only provision for 
young people in the area. Our database has over 
100 young people on it and on average we have 
25 to 30 young people attending every youth club. 
It’s not just for them to play games, it’s for them to 
get advice, guidance, or to have someone to talk 
to about what’s going on in their life.
“My favourite thing about the Village is the people. 
I’ve noticed that, even if there are divided opinions, 
when it comes to a cause or a project, people put 
their opinions aside and still join hands. Whether 
it’s the community allotment outside Lifeline in 
Beulah Road, the Village Square or clearing the 
rubbish from the streets, there’s always a group of 
people  more than willing to help.”

Village people

Monwara Ali


