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Vanessa comes from a generation of women in 
the church where things were really beginning to 
change. “The generation before me had to really 
fight to be ordained. When you talk to them and 
hear their stories, lots of them have experienced 
real pain because of that. Now I think it’s a joyful 
time to be a woman in the church. Seeing women 
be made bishops has been so important. For the 
church to say to the world, ‘We see the importance 
of this; we accept and recognise the necessity 
of both men and women to have a place here.’ I 
found that very moving.”
And when it comes to being a vicar in 21st century 
London, Vanessa says that at times it really does 
resemble the award-winning BBC2 sitcom Rev. 
“I thought Rev was hilarious and frighteningly 
accurate at times. There are lots of moments being 
a vicar where one moment it’s ridiculous and the 
next it’s sacred and moving. Rev captured that; the 
strange ridiculousness of life and yet the profound 
moments you share with people.”
Now Vanessa is excited to start her new job. 
“Walthamstow feels like a creative and innovative 
place, where people are committed to the 
community, and I’m inspired by that.”
A special induction service for Vanessa will take 
place at St Mary’s Church on Monday, 13th July.

First female vicar for
St Mary’s
Summer start for Rev Vanessa Conant

“I felt ready for the next challenge and I was 
open to new possibilities. I hadn’t applied for 

other things and this just leapt out”

That’s how Rev Vanessa Conant describes the 
moment she saw the advert in the Church Times 
for a new rector at St Mary’s (and team rector for 
Walthamstow) and decided to take the plunge. 
Now Vanessa and her freelance writer husband 
Cameron are packing their things as they prepare 
to move from Edinburgh to Walthamstow, where 
she will lead her own parish for the first time.
“I was aware of St Mary’s before. For some reason 
lots of people from Walthamstow move to my 
hometown of Hitchin in Hertfordshire, so I’d heard 
people talk about the church.  When I saw the job 
advertised I thought, ‘Oh I know there, that’s a 
great place’.”
Vanessa, who is 36 and currently serving at a large 
church in Edinburgh, was brought up in a church-
going family. “I would say we were relaxed about 
religion as a family. I wouldn’t say I was particularly 
devout growing up. I think I was fairly ambivalent 
for much of my teenage years. But I always 
believed in God and always believed that I couldn’t 
imagine another way.  But I don’t think you would 
have thought that I was going to be a priest!”
It was after finishing her history degree in 
Lancaster and working for Christian Aid that the 
call came. “It was then I had a sense that I was 
meant to be in the church; that it was what I was 
meant to do with my life.” 
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Mini Holland update
The plan and design of Orford Road and the 
Village Square

The Mini Holland works in Orford Road are well 
underway. So just how much input have local 
residents had in the final plan? 
The Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association 
(WVRA) took an early decision to remain neutral 
on the overall Mini Holland plans. It was felt 
the association would work most effectively by 
informing the council of residents’ wide-ranging 
views about the scheme. As a result, it consistently 
passed on residents’ concerns and pressed for 
proper consultation.
But following the council’s decision to go ahead 
with the Village scheme, the WVRA thought it 
was vital to engage with the council on the actual 
design of our public spaces. That’s why it formed a 
Public Space Committee (PSC) with representation 
from the community, local business and the WVRA 
gardening group. 
At the outset, Waltham Forest Council chose not 
to conduct a full public consultation on the Orford 
Road design. Instead, they presented their plans for 
feedback at private meetings with local stakeholders. 
These stakeholders included residents from Orford 
Road, the newly formed Orford Road Traders and 
members of the Residents’ Association’s PSC. 
We repeatedly urged council officers to publicise 
updates on this project and to delay their plans to 
facilitate a wider consultation. We were shown initial 
plans for comment in meetings but only final plans 

for public distribution after works had already started 
on site. As soon as the plans were available the 
WVRA published them online. We feel we have done 
our utmost, often in rather robust terms, to influence 
the council’s plans for the benefit of the community. 
We hope that the council will learn some lessons 
from this process. Local residents and businesses 
should be canvassed before, rather than after, public 
landscape projects of this kind are presented for 
feedback.  Local residents’ ideas and aspirations for 
their public spaces need to be interpreted and led 
at an early stage by architects or urban designers 
who are trained to do so and not by traffic engineers. 
Plans and information should be available to the 
public throughout the engagement process. Such 
an approach would lessen the scope for conflict 
between the council and the community and lead to 
a much greater sense of local ownership.
The process by which the final design evolved 
has not been ideal. However, there is much to be 
positive about as the community groups involved 
have persuaded the council to adopt several of their 
ideas, most importantly the decision to have new 
paved surfaces the entire length of the Orford Road 
parade. The original scheme only included new 
paved surfaces up to the new square at Eden Road.  
A newly expanded and landscaped public square 
was proposed and agreed and will be surrounded 
on three sides with trees and greenery, and have an 
open central space for community events that should 
become the heart of the community. And there will 
be an avenue of trees along Orford Road, new lamp 
posts/lighting, defined loading bays for businesses 
and increased cycle parking. 
With such strong opinions on all sides, Mini Holland 
in the Village was bound to remain controversial 
even as work to implement it is underway. What 
the WVRA will continue to do is press the council to 
engage with residents as much as possible, so the 
final outcome is one the community feels it owns. 
John Larking and Jakob Hartmann - WVRA Public 
Space Committee members.
Turn to page 13 for more Mini Holland news.



4

You know an event for all the family is a 
genuine success when the parents are smiling 
just as broadly as the kids. And so it was when 
the Walthamstow Toy Library held its May fair to 
celebrate the charity’s 40th anniversary. 
The toy library (TL) has been providing educational 
play sessions, music classes, a toy loan scheme and 
countless other activities to hundreds of under 5s 
for four decades, and it shows no signs of slowing 
down. According to the centre manager Helen 
Crockford, “The secret to the success and longevity 

Sti l l  playful at 40
Toy library celebrates anniversary

of the TL is largely due to the dedication and 
enthusiasm of an army of volunteers and staff. We 
also get fantastic support from local businesses, 
particularly those in the Village. I think the TL is 
in the hearts and minds of many local residents 
and, although we’re based here, we have families 
coming from all over the borough and even farther 
afield.” 
The TL is a 950-strong membership organisation, 
and for Helen those members are core to the 
centre’s activities. “Members can come to us with 
suggestions, projects or new ideas and we will take 
them forward if we can. As a result of their ideas, 
we run several language groups - German, Italian 
and Spanish - and a group for families with twins.” 
Helen has been running the organisation for the 
past three years but has been involved with the 
TL for many more. “Several years ago a friend 
who was on the management committee said if 
members didn’t go to the AGM the TL would close.  
So I turned up with my new baby and ended up 
being on the committee. It doesn’t feel like a job 
and I feel proud that I am making a difference to 
children’s lives.” 

While the organisation might now be middle-
aged, Helen says in many ways it’s more relevant 
than ever. “The government’s austerity measures 
are affecting many families, so toy libraries have 

an important role to play in helping 
them by providing quality toys, 
advice and support. And toy libraries 
play a part in helping to protect the 
planet, encouraging parents to buy 
fewer toys, reducing consumption 
and waste.”
And it looks like the May fair has 
gone a long way to help keep 
the library going. “It’s our biggest 
fundraiser of the year,” says Helen. 
“It’s a lot of hard work but well worth 
it. It was a fabulous day and it just 
gets bigger and better every year.”
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been displaced. Karen Davies, 
who opened the furniture and 
homeware shop Shabby Shack 
at No 52 last September, was 
shocked when she learned of 
the proposal. “My lease here is 
worked on a month-to-month 
basis, so if I had to go it would 
have been sheer panic. I’d be out 
of work. It wouldn’t be easy to try 
to stay in the area because there 
are not many empty shops, and 
in Orford Road the rents are very 
high.”

It’s not yet known if the owners 
plan to submit altered or new 
plans that address the council’s 
concerns.

To become a member you 
just need to turn up at one 
of the TL’s sessions and sign 
up. Membership is £5 for the 
year or free for families with 
low incomes, plus a small 
charge for each session, 
including concessionary rates 
for families on certain benefits 
(The website has details). You 
can find the Walthamstow 
Toy Library and Play Centre 
at Comely Bank Community 
Clinic, 46 Ravenswood Road, 
E17 9LY. For details, visit: www.
walthamstowtoylibrary.org/

Waltham Forest Council has 
rejected a development plan in 
Beulah Road that would have 
created new housing stock 
in the Village, but left several 
businesses without premises.
The buildings at numbers 52-54, 
which include a series of work-
shops and lean-to buildings at 
the rear, house around six busi-
nesses, plus two retail units that 
face the street. The property is 
owned by a charitable trust that 
provides sports and recreation 

facilities for young people and 
those with disabilities.
The plans requested permis-
sion to demolish the workshops, 
garages and lean-tos at the back 
of the property and in their place 
build three new houses.  The 
plan also asked for a change of 
use - from retail to residential - 
for the two units facing the street 
with those then becoming a 
couple of two-bedroom houses 
and a one-bedroom flat.
But the council refused permis-
sion on the grounds that the 
development would “appear 
visually intrusive, incongruous 
and disruptive to the pattern and 
rhythm of development within 
the surrounding area” and that 
its depth and size would have 
“an overbearing effect on the 
neighbouring property” causing 
a loss of natural light and privacy. 
The decision came as a relief to 
the businesses that would have 

Red light for 
Village housing development
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As you know we have, once again, entered 
the prestigious London in Bloom competition in 
the London Village category. Judges Mark Jones 
(from LB Havering) and Louisa Allen (from City of 
London) will visit the Village on Thursday 16 July. 
On the big day Teresa Deacon will give a 
presentation at 11 am (contact us if you’d like to 
come and watch) and we take the judges on a two-
hour circular walking tour starting and finishing at 
the Museum. It would be great if you’re out and 
about or tending your garden to say hello and 
wave to the judges and us. Our judging route will 
be decided nearer the time and will be dependent 
on the progress of the Mini-Holland work. We will 
find out how we do on 15 September at the Bloom 
awards ceremony at Pembroke Lodge, Richmond. 
On the morning of the judging (16 July), before 
your daily duties, if you’re around and willing or 
just can’t sleep, please join us and Waltham Forest 
operatives from 6.30am for an early morning clear 
up along the judging route. We work until around 
9.30 am, removing stray weeds and litter and 
sweeping any dirty nooks and crannies until Teresa 
and I have to get clean and smart, ready for the 
judges’ arrival. You can, of course come and go at 
any time. 

Other entrants 
This year entrants in the London Village category 
include Hale Village, Haringey, Twickenham, 
Barnes and Kyle Bourne (Kilburn) villages so we’re 
up against some stiff competition. We are lucky to 
be part of the beautiful and historical Walthamstow 
Village and we think it’s the best! So let’s all work 
towards another Gold Award and show everyone 
what makes us so special. 
We send good luck to the residents of Cleveland 
Perk (Cleveland Park Crescent, Avenue and Vintry 
Mews) who have again entered their area in the 
It’s Your Neighbourhood category of London in 
Bloom and will be judged an hour before us. Bob 
Allen, who started the Perk initiative and sadly 
passed away shortly after his retirement to Chester, 
would have been very proud of their achievements 
and continuing good work.  

London in 
Bloom and 
Gardening News

By Helen Lerner
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What you can do
Please ensure your garden, premises or forecourt, 
baskets and window boxes are looking their best, 
your hedges are clipped and the fences and 
boundaries are tidy and bins and recycling boxes 
are neatly placed or tucked away. Also, please 
make sure that the pavement or area outside your 
property is swept and weed-free. If you do see 
signs of vandalism, graffiti or fly-tipping or if you 
have rubbish in your garden that needs removal 
e.g. mattresses, please inform Waltham Forest 
Direct: wfdirect@walthamforest.gov.uk (tel: 020 
8496 3000).

Business Sponsorship & 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom Portfolio
The WVRA heartily thanks The Village Spar 
and BEE17 for their generous and continuing 
sponsorship. We thank especially Fullers Builders 
who annually sponsor the planter on the corner 
of Beulah and Grosvenor Rise East and this year 
have sponsored the planting of our Village Veg 
Allotment Project. All sponsors are listed in our 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom portfolio, which 
again has been beautifully designed by Joshua 
Lerner and will be available to view online.  

Saturday 4 July – Big Village Clean Up & 
Gardening Day, 10.30 am onwards 
We are seeking volunteers to tidy, garden, paint 
street furniture and generally spruce up the Village 
ready for Judging Day. This event is a lot of fun and 
suitable for all ages and abilities. Please meet on 
Vestry Green with your gloves and wearing sturdy 
footwear; all equipment will be provided. Do wear 
old clothes if you want to paint.

Village Veg; Your Doorstep Allotment
Our long-planned community allotment project 
outside Turning Point at 1 Beulah Road has at last 
come to fruition thanks to the sterling organisation 
of Caroline Barton and Liz Evans of Church Path. 
Turning Point offers information, advice and 
support for anyone concerned about their own 
or somebody else’s drug or alcohol use and we 
thank their management for letting us use their two 
raised beds. Thanks also to the WVRA for paying 
for the original clearance of the beds, Fullers 
Builders for their generous funding of the plants 
and sundries, North London Waste Authority for 
the free compost, Waltham Forest for delivering it 
and the volunteers who came to spread it.  
On the late May Bank Holiday Monday volunteers 
planted out the beds with fruit, herbs and 
vegetables according to Caroline and Liz’s plans. 
Weeding and watering is all being done by 
volunteers and everyone, including the clients who 
use Turning Point, will be able to help themselves 
to fresh produce when it appears. The allotment is 
going to be a big part of the street-scene and it’s 
going to look good too!
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Berryfield Close – Berry Field project
The beds in the car park have been cleared thanks 
to funding by the WVRA, after we learnt that 
funding from the Ward or Mini-Holland wasn’t 
forthcoming. As we are rather late in the season to 
plant it out, the berry-bearing plants and shrubs 
donated by the Woodland Trust are being carefully 
looked after and we’ll have a big planting day on 
Saturday 3rd October. 

WVRA Gardening Club 
The Gardening Club meets on the first Saturday 
of each month at 10.30am by the Village Square 
to plant, prune and weed the planters, flowerbeds 
and public spaces, tidy up and tackle special 
projects. Come and join us for the morning and 
help us keep the Village looking fantastic – it’s 
healthy and rewarding fun, you don’t need any 
special gardening skills and you get to meet lovely 
neighbours. 
If you can’t make it on Saturday please consider 
joining residents Nick, Dan, Jill and Anthony by 
“adopting” a planter to care for when you’re free. 
We’ll give you a hi-vis jacket, bags, a map of the 
planters and our grateful thanks.
On May’s Gardening Day we carefully dug up 
and potted all the more precious plants from the 

Village Square and they’ll be relocated when the 
Mini-Holland work is complete. 
Gardening Days before judging:
• Saturday 6 June – weeding the beds and tree-

pits in Vestry Road.
• Saturday 4 July – Big Clean Up    
• Saturday 11 July – an extra Saturday thrown in!
Gardening Evenings: 
Meet at the Village Square at 7pm (call 0781 404 
2499 if you’re late and we’ve gone ahead). Then 
join us after for a refreshing beverage at a local 
hostelry:
• Tuesday 16 June 
• Tuesday 23 June 
• Tuesday 30 June
• Wednesday 1 July
• Tuesday 7 July
• Wednesday 8 July
• Tuesday 14 July
• Wednesday 15 July – Primp My Village (eve of 

judging) 
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If you would like more information or to join the 
In Bloom Committee please contact: helen@
walthamstowvillage.net  - 0781 404 2499 
Please also join our Facebook group Walthamstow 
Village in Bloom that is kept up to date with news, 
information and photos of our work. 
Good luck and many thanks from your Bloom 
team, 
Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, John Chambers, 
Caroline Barton and Liz Evans. 

I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village: 

Name ……………………………………………………..............................................................…….........….......

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………..........................................................................

Address ……………………………...……………….............................................................…………………..........

Email ……………………………………...........................................................……………………………….......

Phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………..........
In the following category(s):  (please tick one)

□  Front garden/grounds
□  Balcony
□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers
□  Display/shop front

Closing date for entries is Friday 26th June 2015.  N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.
Please return your completed form to: 
  WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL PREMISES CHALLENGES 2015 ENTRY FORM
✂

If you are unsure of 
which category to 

choose, leave blank and 
we will decide.

Residential, Businesses, Schools and 
Community Premises 

Front Garden & Beautiful Premises 
Challenges 2015

We are judged by how many people join in 
our Garden Challenges; participation gives an 
indication of local support of Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom so don’t think your display has to look 
like a Chelsea show garden! Every single garden, 
premises, window box and basket is important to 
our entry – everyone entering will be awarded a 
certificate of participation to be presented at the 
WVRA AGM on Monday 19 October. The “best” 
gardens and premises will be entered in the main 
London in Bloom competition.  
There are categories for business and community 
premises, front gardens, balconies, window boxes 
and containers. Your entry must be able to be seen 
from the street or be open to the public.  
So come on, rise to the challenge by completing 
and returning the form below before Friday 26 
June. 
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The Tuckwell family 
I was also fortunate 
to hear from two 
members of the 
Tuckwell family in 
connection with G.T. 
Tuckwell, the family-
owned butcher’s shop 
at 57 Beulah Road 
established in 1885 
and which closed in 
the 1970s. Readers 
may recall the recent 
newsletter article 
about one of the sons, 
George Thomas Tuckwell who emigrated to New 
Zealand before the First World War to continue 
working as a butcher. In 1914 George joined the 
New Zealand Expeditionary Forces as a Private but 
sadly died at the Battle of Dardanelles in Gallipoli 
(Turkey) in 1915 and is buried in Alexandria, Egypt.  
I spent two interesting mornings with Private 
Tuckwell’s niece Ann and her husband who still live 
in Walthamstow and who have an extraordinary 
collection of Tuckwell family artefacts including 
a 13 page letter started on 11 April 1915 from 
Private Tuckwell to his ‘mother and dad’ at 57 
Beulah Road.  It was to be his last letter and is 
written from the troopship, SS Itonus, bound for 
Gallipoli. He lists the amount of kit he and his army 
mates might have to carry on their backs while 
being expected to run in the heat. This included 
an overcoat, balaclava, two pounds of firewood, a 
cholera belt, emergency rations (not to be touched 
unless ordered to do so) plus three days’ normal 
rations, two hundred rounds of ammunition, a rifle, 
a bayonet and many other items. He describes 
disembarking in Gallipoli: “Arrived and anchored 
in a spacious harbour with goodness knows how 
many warships, 
a great scene 
of naval activity 
what with 
battleships, 
cruisers, 
torpedo 
destroyers, 
submarines, 
mine layers 
and sweepers, 
seaplanes, 

History

An unexpected reward for writing a local 
history piece for the Village newsletter is to 
receive readers’ responses with fascinating new 
information.

Pat’s Stores 
One such response was from the daughter-in-law 
of Pearl and Victor Twomey who kept Pat’s Stores, a 
grocery shop at 38 Beulah Road (next to Tenby and 
Penny) from the 1950s. The shop was named after 
their daughter and served the community for over 
30 years with a wide range of groceries, often out 
of hours when people would knock on the door 
after the shop had closed wanting an ‘essential’ 
item. In fact, their ‘open all hours’ policy extended 
to the wedding day of their son. They only closed 
for an hour to get to the registry office and then 
it was business as usual until after the shop had 
closed to get to the wedding reception. At the 
turn of the 19th century, No. 38 (Beulah Villa) was 
a ladies’ school until it became a grocer’s in the 
early 1900s. It continued as a grocery until the 
1980s and converted to a residential property in 
the 1990s.  

By Teresa DeaconBeulah Road lives
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repair ships, in fact every branch of modern 
naval warfare. The battleship Queen Elizabeth is 
anchored close by with eight great 15 inch guns 
ready for action”. 
He goes on to describe the feeling of “being 
a small part of such a great undertaking at this 
forcing of the Dardanelles which has been the talk 
of Europe for so long”.  The last entry was written 
on 26 April 1915: “All last night my company were 
digging trenches in the rain and mud with bullets 
whizzing all round. Went up to the firing line where 
our kits were thrown all over the place, only just 
having what we stand up in. Slept soundly in a 
dug-out even if the Elizabeth and other warships 
were sending their screaming shells over our 
heads.  We had won the hill and effected a good 
landing”. His last sentence remains unfinished, 
ending “The Australians wouldn’t have suffered so 
much if their officers had had….”.  
We’ll never know what he was going to write as 
he was fatally wounded on 9 May and died twelve 
days later.  Back in Beulah Road, Private Tuckwell’s 
father, George Thomas Tuckwell senior died 
in 1934 and the shop passed to his son Albert 
(Ann’s father and Private Tuckwell’s brother). Such 
was his standing in the Beulah Road community 
that a tribute in the local paper highlighted that 
he had been the oldest established butcher in 
Walthamstow for a period of 49 years and the 
owner of a former five mile record trotting horse 
named ‘Uncle Bill’ which won him “an unusually 
handsome silver cup nearly three foot high”.  It 
reported that in order to learn the butchery 
business, Mr. Tuckwell “used to leave his bed at 
four in the morning, walk seven miles from Mile 
End, where he was then living, to Lambeth Walk 
and be back again before 9.30am to carry out his 
ordinary daytime work”. It went on to report that 
when he opened his Beulah Road shop in 1885, 
“the market place of the town was centred around 
Beulah Road and the district was little more than 
a village.  Hoe Street was only partly built and 
there were orchards close to Hoe Street station” 
(now Walthamstow Central).  Ann’s father, Albert 
Tuckwell, kept the shop for a further 40 years.  She 
remembers Mondays and Thursdays were half 
days when he would go off to Smithfield Market. 
Sundays were his only day off which he spent with 
the family. He fell in love with Ann’s mother, Elsie 
after seeing her frequent the Beulah Road Fish Bar 
(now the New Oriental takeaway) and they were 
married at St. Mary’s Church. They lived above the 
shop and Ann remembers growing up on Beulah 
Road: “busy and friendly with so many different 
shops. Regular table tennis tournaments used to 
take place between my father and Mr. Horsey, the 
other butcher at No. 2 Beulah Road”.   

Earlier this year, Village resident and 
gardening group volunteer Frances 
Degenhardt was shortlisted for a national 
poetry prize. Her entry is reproduced here – an 
ode to her London home.

Walthamstow
Walthamstow, O Walthamstow
Up the social scale you go!
People come to visit us
By train and Underground and 
Bus.

Here, as a boy, lived William Morris
On the edge of Epping Forest.
Now a gallery, you may see
Displayed, his work
Have lunch and 
Tea.

Fred Bremer built a motorcar
That ran at seven miles an hour.
Paraffin he used to fill her,
And, to steer, he made a 
Tiller.

A street market, Europe’s longest
Clothes and shoes and spice (the strongest)
You may buy, and veg, and keys,
All your wants we aim to
Please.

On the marshes, years ago,
The genius of A V Roe
Built and flew an aeroplane.
The bailiffs put him in the dock, 
As for the sheep, that proved a
Shock.

Welcomplace, O Welcomplace,
Here is mixed the Human Race.
And much, much more there is to be
And added to our
History.

STOP PRESS - Village Festival date changed
The Village festival will now be on Saturday 19th 
September. Organiser Monwara Ali says the 
change had to be made, from the original date 
of 1st  August, after there were delays in public 
bodies/organisations processing and assessing 
funding applications. To help out or volunteer, 
contact the Asian Centre Office on 020 82230707 
or walthamstowfestival@gmail.com

Literary
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(between Shernhall Street 
and Wood Street) a road 
that he says got its name 
from the real brook that 
ran under the pavement 
“and flooded everyone’s 
gardens every winter.” They 
dated for several years, got 
engaged just before Dave 
went off to Berlin to do 
his National Service, and 
married in St Mary’s Church 
in the Village in 1958 with 
Joan and her bridesmaids 
decked out in dresses that 
Joan herself had made.

“We bought the house in Eden Road on a fixed 
mortgage through the council. It was a 20-year 
mortgage and our first payments were £11.08 a 
month. But you have to remember that I was only 
earning £10 a week at the time.” 
The house was a mess. The previous owners 
had allowed their menagerie of animals – which 
included cats, dogs, guinea pigs and chickens – to 
wander in and out, so the place needed doing 
up from top to bottom. “We took everything out 
because we felt sure it was all alive and that we’d 
come down one morning and the carpet would 
have walked out on its own.”
Dave and Joan set up home, bought their 
bedroom suite on HP (hire purchase) and raised 
their two sons in a neighbourhood with lots of 
other young families, and everything you could 
need on your doorstep. “We had a grocer’s on 
the corner of Eden and Randolph, there was 
Compton’s the electrician, a metal firm just up 
the way that made the fence and gate that’s still 
standing outside, and of course Ison’s (on the 
corner of Eden and Orford) that had everything 
you could ever need. There was a fishmonger’s 

Farewell to Eden Road
For many people, the Village in 2015 represents 
a new start. Families settling into their first homes, 
new businesses opening their doors, and lots of 
talk about how Walthamstow is the next big thing 
(until the next ‘next big thing’ comes along, of 
course).
But for every new person coming in, there’s often 
a Village veteran moving out - just like Dave in 
Eden Road. This year Dave, who spent much of 
his working life in the bakery industry, has put his 
house on the market and plans to move closer to 
his two sons in Essex.
In 1959, when Harold McMillan was in No. 10 
and Cliff Richard and the Drifters were singing 
about a Living Doll, Dave and his new wife Joan 
were moving into a terraced house in Eden Road. 
It would turn into what they called their forever 
home, where they would go on to have two 
boys - one of them born right there in an upstairs 
bedroom – and settle into family life.
Dave got to know the street when he was a young 
boy larking about with a group of friends outside 
Joan’s family home at No. 56. They ended up as 
more than friends when Dave chose Joan as his 
partner at their school’s dance classes.
“About the fifth week of dance class I asked her to 
go to the picture house at Bakers Arms, expecting 
her to say no. But she said yes! We went along and 
I bought some sweets. But by the time she asked 
for one I’d had the whole blooming lot. She never 
forgot that all her life!”
At the time, Dave was living in Brooke Road 
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and the Post Office in Orford Road as well. You 
didn’t need to go to Bakers Arms or the High 
Street; it was all there.”
When the boys grew up and moved out, Dave and 
his wife started travelling, spending more than two 
decades exploring North America; everything from 
a cross-country rail journey in Canada to a road 
trip in a Mustang sports car on the iconic Route 66 
in the USA. Eventually they started doing cruises, 
going on as many as five a year. In 2010 they were 
planning one such trip to the Antarctic and the 
Falkland Islands, “because Joan always wanted to 
see the penguins.” Only the trip didn’t happen. 
Early that year, after more than five decades of 

Legal action against Mini 
Holland
Group launches challenge to road closures

A group of Walthamstow residents and 
businesses have banded together and launched a 
legal challenge to the Mini Holland road changes 
in the Village.
The challenge to have the road closure orders 
quashed was lodged with the High Court in early 
May. It claims the council has not fulfilled its legal 
obligations in relation to consultation, that it failed 
to consider the possible impact on the community 
and that there is no evidence that the proposed 
scheme is necessary or will achieve its aims. While 
the current challenge only relates to road closures 
in the Village, the group says it will consider 
amending the claim when further road closure 
orders are made.
Spokesperson and representative claimant for 
the group Sarah Williams says, “Those of us who 
support this action do so because we feel that the 
council has not listened to the genuine concerns 
put forward by residents and businesses and seem 
intent on pushing ahead with the scheme come 
what may.  We have found that many people who 
cycle share our worries, and that not everyone 
agrees with the assumption that the scheme will 
improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians. “
The group was not able to give the exact number 
of people supporting the challenge but Sarah 
says, “Several hundred people have expressed 
their support in writing and more people are 

marriage, Joan died suddenly at home. “When 
you’ve known someone for over three quarters of 
your life, it’s very hard. I still think about her all the 
time.”
Dave says it won’t be easy to make the move. “My 
wife and myself never argued once here. When we 
were deciding what changes to make in the house, 
I used to pick my choice and Joan would pick 
hers, and if we didn’t agree on one or the other, 
we’d start over until we did agree. It’s been a good 
home.”
If the new owners have the same kind of happiness 
the house has already seen, they’ll be able to count 
themselves lucky.

doing so daily.” Sarah says that people who want 
further information about the challenge and those 
wishing to support the groups’ aims can contact 
E17Streets4All@gmail.com.
In response to the group’s action, Councilor Clyde 
Loakes, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for 
Environment says, “We have received a challenge 
regarding a traffic closure on two roads in the 
Walthamstow Village section of the Mini Holland 
scheme, and are collating evidence as part of our 
response. Given the overall support that residents 
have shown for the scheme and our efforts to make 
the borough a healthier, safer and more pleasant 
environment for everyone, we are defending our 
position robustly.”
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Rather than list all the wonderful things we do to 
encourage you to become a member of the WVRA, 
Membership Secretary Shameem Mir has written 
the following ditty to increase our numbers. 
Why join you ask
What benefits will it bring?
Why join you ask
When you have (almost) everything?

By supporting us with
Just £12 a year
To the village and beyond,
You’ll bring untold cheer!

From mince pies and mulled wine
At Christmas time,
To quiz nights with prizes
And curry most fine.

Not forgetting the gardeners
Who work the firm ground, 
To look after gardens 
And planters year round.

With future plans for 
Days out for our elders,
Fish ‘n chips by the sea 
And sunshine for starters.

So for the price of two beers
Or two glasses of wine,
Please support the WVRA,
And our village will shine.

If you would like to support the WVRA by 
becoming a member you can do so for just £12 a 
year, per household.  
To join electronically and set up a standing order 
please go to our website 
www.walthamstowvillage.net/membership.  
Alternatively, complete the form below and send 
to 25 Beulah Rd.
If you have any queries please contact me on 
shameem@walthamstowvillage.net. 
Shameem Mir, Membership Secretary

Name:     ...................................................................................................................

Address: .............................................................................................................................................

Email address (or phone number) : ...............................................................................................

I enclose £15 cash                  a £15 cheque                  

or I am paying £12 by standing order 
Please pop / post this form (and your cash/cheque if not setting up a standing order) to Shameem 
Mir, Membership Secretary, 25 Beulah Rd. Walthamstow, E17 9LG.

If you can, please email me (shameem@walthamstowvillage.net) after you have sent me this form 
to ensure we have received your membership.

Membership application

Please tick one 
of these boxes

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
✂

Membership 
Connect with your community - join the WVRA



15

What to do in the Village this summer

Gardening Evenings: meet at the Village 
Square at 7 pm (call 0781 404 2499 if 
you’re late and we’ve gone ahead). Then 
join us after for a refreshing beverage at a 
local hostelry:
•	 Tuesday 16 June 
•	 Tuesday 23 June 
•	 Tuesday 30 June
•	 Wednesday 1 July
•	 Tuesday 7 July
•	 Wednesday 8 July
•	 Tuesday 14 July
•	 Wednesday 15 July – Primp My Village 

(eve of judging) 

History
Walthamstow Historical 
Society Talks
Trolleybuses in East London
Tuesday 25 August, 7.30pm, Trinity United 
Reformed Church, Orford Road, 
The Trolleybus arrived in north east London 
on 18 October 1936 when route 623 
between Manor House and the Napier 
Arms	began.	Our	area	was	the	first	where	
London Transport introduced services on 
routes not previously served by trams. Join 
John Clarke, one of the country’s leading 
authorities on the subject for a snapshot of 
this once extensive network.   
Cost: Free for members; £1.50 for guests.

 Food and Drink
Wine Tasting
Last Thursday each month 7pm, The Nag’s 
Head Pub. Must be booked in advance. 
Contact Sean or Sharon seanpic@aol.com.
Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday, 10am - 2pm. Walthamstow 
Square at the top of the market.
Selection of fresh produce from around the 
region.

Fitness
Walthamstow Family Bike 
Club
 2nd Sunday of every month, 1pm, meet 
outside the Ancient House.
Join us on a relaxed family fun ride to 
explore parks, and little known back street 
routes. Free. Contact Paul on 020 8520 
0648/paul.gasson@gmail.com

Gardening
WVRA Gardening Club
First Saturday of every month, 10.30am, 
meet at the Village Square
Do come and join us for a couple of hours 
to plant, tidy, prune, weed, mulch beds and 
planters, litter-pick and clear overgrown 
space around the Village. We need lots 
of helpers to continue our work making 
the whole area look well cared for and 
attractive. We have lots of fun and you get 
to meet your neighbours too! Contact: 
Helen Lerner: Helen@walthamstowvillage.
net, 0781 4 042499 or just turn up.
Saturday 4 July – Big Village Clean Up 
& Gardening Day, meet at Vestry Green, 
10.30 am onwards.
We are seeking volunteers to tidy, garden, 
paint street furniture and generally spruce 
up the Village ready for Judging Day. This 
event is a lot of fun and suitable for all 
ages and abilities. Please meet on Vestry 
Green with your gloves and wearing sturdy 
footwear; all equipment will be provided. 
Do wear old clothes if you want to paint.
London in Bloom 
Saturday 11 July – London in Bloom Prep – 
an extra Saturday to prepare for London in 
Bloom judging, meet at the Village Square, 
10.30 am onwards

Storytelling
Stowtellers – The Walthamstow 
Storytelling  Club
Every second Monday of the month, 
7.30pm - 9.30 pm, Welcome Centre.
Contact: 07891 724 771 stowtellers@
yahoo.co.uk
Monday, 13 July and Monday, 14 
September: Seema Anand, a talented 
Indian storyteller, who will be telling 
stories of her native country. £5 (£4 
concessions)

“The Village” Magazine Production Team
Editor, Daniel Barry: newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net
Sub Editor: Michaela Twite
Designer, Paul Gasson: paulg@walthamstowvillage.net
Advertising, Shameem Mir: shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

Newsletter content & advertising
If you have ideas for newsletter features or other content, please email us 
at newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net . If you are interested in placing an 
advertisement,  please email shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

✵

Also in this issue
✵  The Queen’s Opens Its Arms

  ✵ Sun-powered music
  ✵ Get gardening 

Summer time in the Village!

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
www.walthamstowvillage.net

summer 2014

the village

✵

                                  Also in this issue

✵  Goodbye to Penny
✵   The Festival Returns

✵   A Memorial for Tetley

Bloomin’ Marvelous!
Village Gets Another Gold

Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association
www.walthamstowvillage.net

autumn 2014

the village
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Silvana Gambini is a force of nature. Perhaps that 
comes from being raised in the Midlands by Italian 
immigrant parents who were “big personalities” 
in a two-up two-down terrace with outdoor 
plumbing. She fell in love with the Village two 
decades ago and has been a champion of it ever 
since. In the last three years she’s helped create 
one of the most inspired neighbourhood Art Trail 
events with the Wingdolph Road Arts Project 
(this year’s theme was ‘Happily Ever After?’) that 
combines live performances with art that peaks 
out from windows up and down Wingfield and 
Randolph Roads. 

My history
“I was born and bred in Derby, and my parents 
were first generation immigrants who came to this 
country from Italy. I grew up in a household that 
was more Italian than English. Everything we ate, 
even when we were eating English things, had an 
Italian spin on it. We’d have a traditional roast, but 
there would be a lot of garlic and herbs in it. There 
was an Italian Association that used to have dances 
and we used to go to Italian lessons for three 
hours every Saturday morning. Eventually I went to 
Liverpool University to do French and Italian, and 
ended up in London in 1982. “
“I lived in a high-rise council block just around the 
corner from Kentish Town tube for 14 years. My 
now husband Pete moved down to live with me 
in 1990 but he didn’t like living in the flat. He was 
used to his own front door and didn’t like travelling 
in the lifts that smelled of pee! By 1995 we had 
three sets of friends who lived in Walthamstow 
and they were desperate for us to come and live 
there. We had that kind of mentality, “Oh my god 
it’s in Zone 3; it’s actually at the end of a tube 
line”, compared to where we were then living 
with Camden just down the road and really in the 
heart of things. Then in 1996 we came up for the 
Village Festival, which was at its height, and it was 

just amazing. So we started to look around and my 
husband said, “It’s the Village or nowhere Silvana” 
so we bought here.  At the time we thought we 
were paying a premium but now you couldn’t get a 
dog kennel around here for what we paid.”

The best thing
“The Village is a special place, and with the 
transport links it feels like you’ve got the best 
of both worlds with the rest of Walthamstow 
and London on your doorstep. Orford Road is a 
pretty amazing shopping parade. I love on sunny 
days how it feels like being in the high street of a 
seaside town because everyone is on the streets, 
walking up and down and it kind of feels like you’re 
not in London. You’re always running into people 
you know so you feel grounded. “

Bug bears
“I suppose because it’s getting so expensive now, 
I’m worried about the way the demographic is 
changing. Lots of different people like teachers 
and nurses used to be able to live here but now 
only people with serious money can afford it.”

Favourites
“Where Randolph Road meets Wingfield Road 
because I like coming out of the front door, looking 
up the road to that junction and seeing people 
putting books into our two little free libraries, 
people stopping to talk. It’s where I often run into 
neighbours and have a chat. It’s just great coming 
out and having all this life going on.”

Changes
“The biggest change is in the built environment. 
The change in shop fronts and houses. There’s 
been a lot of restoration in the last few years, 
people putting things back to the way they were. 
It’s always been a pretty place to be and now it’s 
even prettier.” 

Mayor for the day
“I would make every street do a community project 
for the Art Trail because of the way it’s brought our 
streets together.”

Where I am now
“It is what it is. Trying not to look back, not to look 
forward. To be in the moment.”

Village people

Silvana Gambini 


