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Ringing the changes
The bells of St Mary’s are on their way!

On Monday 8 February, the long-awaited 
refurbishment work on the ancient church bells 
commenced and, after five days, the bells and 
fixings were finally removed from the tower and 
loaded on to a lorry and departed the churchyard, 
bound for Taylor’s Foundry in Loughborough for 
the refurbishment work to take place. This was a 
truly historic moment as it is the first time the bells 
have been outside London since they were cast 
and installed in 1778.
It took five days for Andrew, the engineer from 
Taylor’s, along with a small band of willing 
volunteers, to work out how to get the 10 bells 
from their tightly packed frame and cut large 
enough hatches through ceilings that have not 
been opened since 1896, when the set of bells 
were reinstalled. This was not an easy task and 
proved eventful as there was not a straight drop 
from the top of the tower. Three hatches had to be 
cut by hand, and a strategy for manually removing 
and lowering the bells through the hatches 
needed to be developed as the works took place. 
A previous hatch above the church porch was 
discovered underneath two layers of flooring in 
the ringing chamber, along with evidence of an 
accidental fire in the ringing chamber that was 
previously unknown. This may have been why 
the top floor to the ringing chamber was put in 
– to cover up the timbers damaged by the fire. 
It is quite possible the fire was caused by the 
accidental spillage of an oil lamp as the tower 
would have been lit by these at the time.

The bells and 
fittings (which 
sometimes 
weigh as 
much as 
the bells 
themselves) 
were all 
collected in 
the church 

porch, awaiting collection and transport to the 
foundry. A large group of interested well-wishers 
watched as the bells were removed from the 
church and loaded on to a flatbed lorry. Photos 
were taken and goodbyes were said as the bells 
left for their two hour journey to the foundry.
The tower is now silent and eerily empty, but this 
is the time for us to clear it of nearly 150 years 

of debris. Many of the old fitments have been 
left behind and we will recover such items as 
bell ropes, wheels, headstock fitments, stays and 
sliders, and make them presentable for display 
when church open days are held.
During the time the bells are away, other works 
will be undertaken to make ringing a better 
experience. This will include adding new sound 
control boards to manage sound output during 
practices, rewiring the tower and improving 
lighting, making a new door and viewing area 
in the bell chamber, redecorating the ringing 
chamber and adding a new computer simulation 
system that will aid new and improving ringers.
It is expected the bells will be returned sometime 
in June, when Andrew will return to mastermind 
their re-installation back into the tower. This, 
in itself, will be a significant event and worth 
witnessing if you’re around!
Once the bells are back and all the pieces of work 
are completed, the bells will not only be easier to 
ring but will allow the tower to be used by visiting 
teams of ringers, host regional training events and 
local competitions. We are planning a series of 
open events when the bells are back, inviting local 
folk to come along, see the works and have a go 
at ringing – hopefully we’ve secured the future of 
the bell ringing in Walthamstow Village for the next 
120 years at least!
Finally, we are very grateful to Sarah (Spires 
Heritage) for her help in the grant application 
for Lottery funding, to Paul 
and John for their help 
in removing the bells, to 
Andrew of Taylor’s for 
remaining calm over five 
long days of removal and 
finally to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for granting 
the funding that allowed this 
work to take place. 
David Baker, on behalf of the 
ringers at St Mary’s Church
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Reaching out
Drug and alcohol dependency centre opens

Imagine what it would be like if every time you 
moved into a new neighbourhood, you had to 
worry about whether the community was going 
to reject you and tell you to go somewhere else. 
Those are some of the reactions Jean Pender has 
had to face during the 30 years she has been 
working in drug and alcohol dependency services.
Jean is now managing such a service here in 
the Village, called Lifeline. It’s based in Beulah 
Road where Turning Point used to run drug and 
alcohol treatment programmes. The difference is 
that Lifeline is supporting people who are at the 
start of their recovery journey or are still using. 
Along with counselling and support services, they 
provide prescriptions for opiate substitutes  – such 
as methadone – for people who are coming off 
heroin. It also operates a needle exchange. It’s 
these two services that often raise eyebrows and 
cause concern among local residents.
But Jean says, “The attitudes I’ve encountered 
from local businesses and residents about what 
we’re trying to achieve have been positive. But 
we realise there are anxieties about this kind of 
service and what may come with it. We remind 
our service users that we depend on the goodwill 
of the community and if they cause a nuisance or 
disruption, it comes back on us and affects the 
service they get.” Jean points out that the clients 
sign a care agreement that stipulates, “we will 
respect them, if they respect us.” 
Jean knows not all the clients have been 
respecting the unwritten rule that they use the 
service and leave the area. She’s also aware 
there have been some issues with clients milling 
about in front of the centre on Beulah Road, 
so they are working to encourage people into 
the garden area. “We don’t want to be bad 
neighbours to anybody,” she says. And if residents 
are experiencing problems with clients, she 

encourages them to contact Lifeline so she can try 
to resolve any issues.
The service employs several doctors, mental-
health nurses and counsellors who deal with the 
600-plus people who are registered with the 
centre. Jeans says for those people who have been 
using opiates such as heroin, “We try to make the 
prescribing of opiate substitute medication, like 
methadone, just one element of the treatment. 
People need to be motivated to come off heroin, 
so it’s an aid to manage withdrawals as they reduce 
and come off altogether.”
“I think one of the fears I picked up was used 
needles and syringes being discarded in the area. 
But actually people tend to come here to take 
clean equipment to use somewhere else.”
Jean says clients have often faced a range of 
difficulties, from mental-health issues to physical 
and sexual abuse. “People have anxieties and 
broken lives and they start using drink or drugs 
because they just want to feel better.”
A change Jean has noticed over the years is the 
approach to treatment. “In the past the big focus 
was on the actual medication and not on helping 
people change their lifestyle. Our approach now is 
very much that everyone has strengths, talents and 
skills. They might have been hidden for a very long 
time, but we try to help them get in touch with 
those skills. We really want to focus on things like 
music sessions and art workshops. It’s surprising 
how people really get engaged, and it helps them 
achieve something positive, because when they’re 
using, everything’s very negative.
“I meet a lot of people with so much potential,” she 
says. “When they stop drinking or taking drugs, 
that potential really comes out. And when you see 
people doing something really positive like that, 
it’s really rewarding.”
If you would like to contact Lifeline please phone 
020 3826 9600, or email lifeline.walthamforest@
lifeline.org.uk.
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Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom

By Helen Lerner

Your Village in Bloom gardening team has great 
plans for 2016 - and we need your help!
Our award winning community gardening project 
goes from strength to strength. Last year we won 
GOLD in London in Bloom’s Best Village category 
for the sixth time and a special award for the 
community that has done most to “Green the Grey” 
of London.
This year we have been invited to represent 
London as a finalist in the prestigious RHS Britain 
in Bloom national competition. We are entered 
as an Urban Community rather than in the Village 
category; this means we’ll be up against similar 
areas within towns and cities rather than Britain’s 
chocolate box villages. At March’s Gardening Day 
we put up the Finalist Banner in the Village Square. 
In summer 2016, there will be two judging days; 
the regional London in Bloom one in July and then 
the Britain in Bloom judging day in August. It is a 
huge honour to be asked, and being a finalist will 
give our community opportunities for grants, free 
plants and bulbs, outings and national recognition.  
We are very excited about this and hope that you - 
as well as the local wildlife - will enjoy the fruits of 
our labour.
This year we are targeting three new areas:
The Village Square:  This space has nearly 
doubled in size and we now have two additional 
flower beds to look after. We have devised a 
planting scheme which will make the square 
a stunning place to hang out, relax and meet 
your neighbours. Biodiversity is at the top of our 
agenda and the local honey-bee population will 
love all the pollen and nectar-rich flowers. 
Orford Road Tree Pits:  Ten new trees have been 
planted in Orford Road. The pits around the trees 
will be planted with a colourful display of flowers.

Chalmers House Orchard Project (CHOP) 
Following seven months of negotiation with East 
Thames Housing Association, we have received 
approval for an orchard of fruit trees on the land 
along the Orford Road railings (opposite Orford 
House). The planting of apple, pear, plum and 
cherry trees will create a green corridor to the 
heart of the Village. Residents and wildlife will 
enjoy the flowering trees in the spring and juicy 
fruit in the summer. 
These projects have been sponsored thanks to the 
amazing generosity of residents and businesses 
via our crowd-funding page, BEE17 and a grant 
from the Hoe Street Community Ward Forum Fund. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!  
We have received several suggestions for other 
locations in the Village which could benefit from 
flowers, plants and trees - such as the new but 
empty flowerbed on the corner of Pembroke Road 
and Grove Road. So, we have raised our target 
and expanded our brief.  Please keep donating via 
this link bit.ly/1RRytv1 to make the Village even 
greener!  Every penny will be spent on improving 
the local environment! 

Village Veg – Your Doorstep Allotment 
The community allotment project in Beulah Road 
outside the Lifeline centre is a fabulous success 
thanks to the stirling efforts of Caroline Barton 
aided by Liz Evans and the Weekly Watering Team. 
Caroline would like to hand over the baton this 
spring and so we’re looking for someone to take 
this on, with her and our support. The groundwork 
has all been done so if you fancy taking the driving 
seat of this exciting project to grow vegetables, 
herbs and fruit for the benefit of the community 
please contact us to arrange a date to meet up. 
Caroline will fully brief you and you’ll have a lovely 
team to support you with the planning, planting, 
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maintenance and harvesting the lovely fresh 
vegetables!

New planters and pocket parks
It is fantastic that residents from Folkestone Road, 
East and West Avenues and their surrounds are 
volunteering to maintain the new planters on 
East Avenue bridge and the pocket park on the 
junction of West Avenue Road and St Mary’s 
Road. First Avenue residents have planted up the 
tree-pits and are looking to maintain the green 
area that adjoins Hoe Street.  We still need some 
volunteers from Grove Road/Pembroke Road to 
help with the tree pits, mini-orchard and from West 
Avenue to help with the planters on their bridge. 
Contact us if you can help and we can support you 
and coordinate our efforts. 

Summit Road – spring flower display
In autumn Gardening Club volunteers spent an 
exhausting morning planting 2000 bulbs in the 
very hard and stony grass verges along Summit 
Road right up to the entrance of the Ravenswood 
Road Industrial Estate. The bulbs were kindly 
donated by the Lincolnshire family firm Taylors 
Bulbs of Spalding, in partnership with the 
Metropolitan Public Gardens Association (MPGA). 
They’re all coming up now so expect a lovely 
display of mixed daffodils and narcissi, dwarf irises, 
alliums, tulips and hyacinths! 

BEE17
Our community beekeeping project run by Richard 
Smith and Helen Lerner, goes from strength to 
strength. We will have our raw honey and other 
honey-based homemade products for sale at the 
Plant & Seed Swap on Sunday 17 April (details on  
p11). We urge you to choose seeds and plants with 
bees and beneficial insects in mind. For a list of 
bee-friendly plants please go to www.rhs.org and 
search Perfect for Pollinators. From the proceeds 
of our Christmas pop-up shops BEE17 is donating 
£800 towards the replanting of the Village Square.
The two colonies of bees are out and about on 
warmer days, collecting pollen from the spring 
flowers; thanks to everyone who planted crocuses 

that provided an early food source for the bees. 
To follow news of our two hives see the BEE17 
Facebook page or go to www.bee17.bz where you 
can log into our live bee-cam. 

WVRA Gardening Club 
Come and 
join the 
Gardening 
Club and 
help keep 
the Village 
beautiful 
throughout 
the year! 
We meet 
on the first 
Saturday 
of each month at 10.30am at the Village Square 
and then go on to tend the flowerbeds in the area, 
tidy up, plant, prune and weed. Do join us for a 
morning; just turn up – we have lots of laughs, it’s 
good, healthy fun and you don’t need any special 
gardening skills AND you get to meet your lovely 
neighbours! 

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 5 April - London in Bloom Seminar – 9am 
till 5 pm.
This year Walthamstow Village will be hosting the 
prestigious annual London in Bloom entrants’ 
and judges’ seminar thanks to the hospitality of 
the Vestry House Museum; one of the activities 
is a mock judging around the Village to ensure 
everyone is working to a standard. It would be 
great if we could have some lovely volunteers 
please to help us serve refreshments on the day 
or bake cakes - please contact Helen if you’re 
available.
Also (more details on page 11)
• Saturday 2 April - 14th Annual Village Spring 

Clean, from 10.30am
• Saturday 16 April – BIG DIG - 10.30 am 
• Sunday 17 April - The Great Village Plant & 

Seed Swap, Vestry House Museum 12 - 4pm

Photos needed for portfolio
We need lots of photos of Village trees, plants and 
flowers for the portfolio that we submit for our 
entry into the Bloom competitions. They need to 
be taken with a background showing where they 
were taken rather than a close-up of the plants 
themselves. If you’re out and about please take 
your camera. We’d be delighted if you would email 
us with the results and you will of course be given 
credit in the portfolio. 
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I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village: 
Name ……………………………………………………..............................................................…….........….......

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………........................................................................

Address ……………………………...……………….............................................................…………………..........

Email ……………………………………...........................................................……………………………….......

Phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………..........
In the following category(s):  (please tick one)

□  Front garden/grounds
□  Balcony
□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers
□  Display/shop front

Closing date for entries is Friday 24th June 2016.  N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.
Please return your completed form to: 
  WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL PREMISES CHALLENGES 2016 ENTRY FORM
✂

If you are unsure of 
which category to 

choose, leave blank and 
we will decide.

Walthamstow Village Gardening Challenges 
2016: Residential, Business, Schools and 
Community Premises 
There are Gardening Challenge categories for 
front gardens, balconies, window boxes and 
containers. Your entry must be able to be seen 
from the street or be open to the public. Each entry 
will be awarded a Certificate of Participation that 
will be presented at the WVRA AGM in October. 
Your Bloom team thoroughly enjoys looking 
at the gardens and displays of all entrants and 
showing them to the judges. The “best” garden 
and premises will be put forward into the London 
in Bloom Best Front Garden category. All entries 
please to be submitted using the form below by 
Friday 24 June. 

Hanging baskets and containers 
Many of us have made a huge effort to put out 
baskets and containers only to have them stolen!  
Of course, don’t put out a specimen shrub in a 
precious pot that could be made away with, but 
keep it cheap and cheerful. And start small and 
grow big using seeds, seedlings and plant plugs 
– they attract less attention than something showy 
appearing out of the blue!
If you have accessible upstairs windowsills/

balconies, why not use them for boxes and 
containers planted with a variety of upright 
and trailing plants? The secret of success with 
containers is to keep them well fed and watered. 
Our advice is to add slow-release fertiliser pellets 
to the compost to give a good display that will last 
throughout the summer season. If you’re using 
terracotta boxes or pots, line them with plastic 
(with a few holes for drainage) to reduce water loss 
and add water-retaining granules to the compost. 

Join us! Support us! 
Let’s make Walthamstow Village even greater 
and even greener! Let’s all make the most of 
our front gardens, forecourts and windowsills, 
improve the street scene and show your support 
for Walthamstow Village in Bloom by entering our 
2016 Gardening Challenges: 
Follow us on Facebook by searching Walthamstow 
Village in Bloom and, if you would like to find out 
more, can help with any of the above, or would 
like to join the Bloom committee please contact 
helen@walthamstowvillage.net or call 0781 404 
2499. 
Best wishes, many thanks and good luck from your 
Bloom team, 
Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, John Chambers, 
Caroline Barton & Jakob Hartmann. 
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Keen teens 
Youth group is totes amazeballs

It’s a cold, grey, wet Saturday. Just the kind 
of day you want to stay inside, slump in front 
of the telly and eat an entire pack of biscuits. 
Yet on this rather unpromising day, a group 
of Walthamstow teenagers have been up 
early, put in several hours volunteering at two 
local charities and are now halfway through a 
sponsored all-day fast. 
Having finished their work at a homeless shelter 
and the local toy library, the seven teens head back 
to their base, the Waltham Forest Community Hub 
(formerly known as The Asian Centre). They spend 
the rest of the afternoon playing games, speaking 
to the youth workers and, of course, thinking about 
the meal that will come at the end of the day to 
break their fast.
This group of teens are just some of the 40-odd 
youngsters who attend the hub’s bi-weekly youth 
club, which meets on Monday and Friday evenings. 
The club started about eight years ago when staff 
realised how much young people in the area 
needed a regular outlet; a place they could meet, 
take part in organised activities and get support 
and advice on how to navigate their way through 
what can be a tricky time of life. 
Eighteen-year-old Refa has been attending the 
club for almost two years and it’s helped change 
and shape her life. “The club’s given me a nice 
group of friends and more confidence. Since 
coming here I am much more confident in who I 
am,” she says. 
The subject of confidence is something that 
comes up again and again in conversations with 
the group. For 16-year-old Ainhoa who moved 
to Walthamstow from Spain last year, the club 
opened up a whole new world. “When I first came 
to the UK, I didn’t know many people and I was a 
bit scared. But at the club everyone was so friendly 
and welcoming, so it’s really helped me be more 
sure of myself,” she says. In fact, the club means 
so much to Ainhoa, she still comes regularly even 
though she has moved out of the area.

That kind of 
connection is 
something the 
staff, such as youth 
worker Shaun 
Scanlon, work hard 
to maintain. He 

says, “We wanted to create somewhere they don’t 
feel out of place, where no one gets targeted and 
everyone gets accepted no matter their status. This 
club creates peer groups and they’re quite strong.” 
But it’s more than just a place for the young people 
to meet. The staff are there to offer advice, talk 
to the kids about achieving their goals and run 
workshops on everything from independent living 
to confidence building.
“Teenagers often get stereotyped,” says Sean.  
“People think they’re cheeky with too much 
confidence, but when you get them in a group, 
or one-to-one, you see there is often a lack of 
confidence. Maybe there’s a lot going on at home, 
or they are having trouble fitting in at school, with 
their peer group.”
For Suleman, who was born and brought up in 
Walthamstow, the club is now part of his regular 
routine. “It’s a positive place to be. It connects 
people and gives you the chance to try out 
new experiences. And by doing things like the 
volunteering, we feel like we are giving back 
something to the community.”
But in this age of austerity and cuts, the future of 
the youth club is not a given. That’s one of the 
reasons the group were running the sponsored 
fast, which managed to raise more than £1,000. 
As 16-year-old club member Maruf says, “A lot of 
people don’t have a lot to do and the youth club 
gives them a real focus, where they can meet lots 
of different people. If it didn’t exist, I don’t think 
we’d have somewhere else to go.”
At the moment the youth club has funding secured 
only until the end of March, so the hunt is on for 
new resources to keep it going. For the sake of 
Refa, Ainhoa, Suleman, Maruf and all the others 
that count the youth club as an important part of 
their lives, let’s hope it’s there for a long time to 
come.
If you’re interested in making a donation to help 
fund the work of the Youth Group, please contact 
the Waltham Forest Community Hub on 020 8223 
0707.
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What an honour
Local resident receives MBE

When Village resident Jane Burt returned home 
recently, she found a pile of mail waiting for her. 
“I had four letters from the Inland Revenue and 
there was another envelope marked ‘confidential’ 
so I thought, ‘Oh here’s another, they’ve really 
got it in for me’.” Only when she opened it, Jane 
discovered it wasn’t from the taxman but from the 
cabinet office. And it wasn’t asking for payment, it 
was asking if she would accept the honour of an 
MBE - a Member of the Most Excellent Order of 
the Bfritish Empire.
“I don’t think I really believed it until I saw my name 
printed on the list. It’s quite long, and written in 
categories, so you start wading through it,” she 
says. “I couldn’t find it at first so I started to think I 
wasn’t on it; they must have changed their minds!”
Jane’s MBE was awarded for her voluntary service 
to carers and criminal justice, an intriguing 
combination that alludes to work she has done 
with both charities and on the bench as a 
magistrate. 
Almost 30 years ago, Jane was among those 
who first started to raise awareness and provide 
assistance to carers who were doing an incredibly 
demanding job but were largely unnoticed – 
people looking after family at home – husbands 
looking after wives with dementia, parents who 
had children with special needs, or relatives with 
mental-health problems. 
She started working at a small organisation in 
Redbridge, where she lived, and helped expand 
it from a staff of just seven to one with 70, and 
eventually joined The Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers. The organisation was set up by Princess 
Anne when she was made Princess Royal in 1991 
and Jane believes it did a great deal to help raise 
the profile of carers. She also saw first-hand how 
much the organisation, and the people it helped, 
meant to the Princess. “I was often there when she 
would visit carer centres,” she recalls. “There would 
be 100 people and she would make sure she 
spoke to everyone. You could see how she really 
understood the issues and how she made people 
feel really important. 
“Her lady-in-waiting and her protection officers 
would be trying to get her to leave to keep to her 
tight schedule, but she was very keen to not leave 
anyone out.”

The other nod for the MBE – services to criminal 
justice – relates to the 30-plus years Jane has 
served as a magistrate and the senior positions she 
has held, such as chair of the Youth Court Bench 
for north east London. It’s clearly a responsibility 
she takes very seriously, and when asked how it 
feels to sit in judgment, she points out that, “what 
you’re called upon to do is apply law. You don’t sit 
there judging the person, you’re asking ‘has this 
person broken the law’?”
Jane is also a regular volunteer at the Village in 
Bloom Gardening Club.
Jane still doesn’t know when she will attend either 
Buckingham Palace or Windsor Castle to get her 
honour but she hopes she might receive it from 
the Princess Royal. She says, “It would be more 
special to me if it was Princess Anne as she has 
been such a fantastic supporter of a cause that 
means so much to me.”
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Come wine with me
Friends open wine shop and bar

Many a plan has been hatched over a bottle of wine 
(or two): from plotting to get back at your horrible boss to 
devising a cunning strategy for world domination. Most end 
up lost in the fog of the morning after, but for a group of 
wine-loving friends in the Village, their late-night discussions 
actually led to starting a business… selling wine, of course.
Jamie Orchard-Lisle was born in Barclay Road and has been 
returning to the Village on and off all his life. Now he and 
partner Ellie Scarlett, along with friends Ben Williams and 
Rowan McIntyre have opened In Vino Veritas in Orford Road, 
realising the dream of turning their passion into a business.
“Ellie and I had invited Ben around for dinner and he turned 
up late,” explains Jamie. “We asked why he was late and he 
said he’d been delayed trying to buy a decent bottle of wine. 
We made a joke that somebody should open a wine shop in 
the Village. And after a few bottles of wine, we decided that it 
should be us.”

The group held out for a location in Orford Road 
and, after losing out on one shop, found their 
current premises at the east end of the street. 
And last summer opened In Vino Veritas (a Latin 
phrase meaning ‘In wine there is truth’ and often 
attributed to Pliny the Elder, an author and military 
commander in the early Roman Empire). They did 
a top-to-tail refurbishment and created two rooms 
so it’s not just a shop that sells wine to take home, 
but also a bar where you can drink wines by the 
glass or bottle, along with a selection of wine-
friendly food like charcuterie/cheese boards and 
fondue.
“I’m a sound engineer and record producer, “ says 
Jamie, “and spent quite a lot of time in Australia, 

and that’s where 
I came across 
the concept. In 
Melbourne you 
get quite a lot 
places where one 
side is a wine 
shop, but you can 
also grab a bottle 
off the shelf and 
go to the other 
side where there 
are tables. So 
you sit down, pay 
corkage and have 
a drink.”
Jamie, Ellie, who is 

a criminal defence lawyer, and Ben, who works in 
hospitality management, started the whole thing 
off. Then friend Rowan, who’s a journalist, joined 
the business. All four are wine lovers but it was 
Ellie who led the way when it came to stocking 
up the shop for opening. “She spent a lot of 
time in Europe, especially France, and knows her 
wine really well,” says Jamie. “We spent a couple 
of months trying lots of different wines, so our 
recycling bin was getting very well used.”
When it came to opening, Jamie says they wanted 
to make sure it was a place that was not snobbish 
or ‘up itself’. “That’s the problem with a lot of 
wine places - they feel elitist. We wanted to be 
approachable. One of the things we said from 
the beginning is that we want a place where you 
don’t have to know about wine to come in and feel 
comfortable, but equally if you know your wine, 
you’ll see we know our stuff.”
Jamie says they are making sure they stock wine 
you are not going to find on the supermarket 
shelves and are using a lot of small producers, 
some of whom will be travelling over from the 
continent to lead tasting nights.
And when it comes to the product on the shelves, 
does Jamie have any particular favourites? “We 
recently opened a 1990 magnum of vintage 
Billecart Salmon Champagne and nothing I’ve 
had really comes close to it. There’s a sense of 
ceremony, knowing it’s a vintage from a very good 
Champagne house. Just total pleasure.”
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It was the biggest turnout in the event’s history, 
so the extra room in the expanded square came 
in handy. As did the gazebos that sheltered the 
volunteers dishing out the mulled wine and mince 
pies. In fact, the mulled wine was such a hit that 
many people were asking for the secret recipe 
which, thanks to the cooks forgetting exactly what 
went in to it, remains secret to this day.
Philip Creasy did his 
usual impeccable 
job of hosting the 
evening and East 
London Brass were 
in exceptionally 
fine form playing a 
repertoire of classic 
Christmas tunes 
that had everyone 
singing along. The 
weather did its best 
to dampen down the crowd but the spirit of the 
season prevailed. And, by the time the last notes 
drifted out across the Village, there wasn’t a drop 
of mulled wine or crumb of mince pie left to speak 
of. Always a good sign.

Ding Dong Merrily on High
Carols on the square a big success

People - and their umbrellas - came out in force 
for last year’s carols in the square organised by 
the Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association, 
funded by the Hoe Street Community Ward Forum.

A meaty discovery
Rare photo of former Village 
institution uncovered

It’s hard to believe that Beulah Road was 
once a thriving shopping street that boasted 
45 outlets in the early 1900s. With very few 
photos available, this is a rare find indeed.
G T Tuckwell the butcher’s was located at 57 
Beulah Road, near the junction of Maynard 
Road and Grosvenor Rise East, and its 
crumbling façade can still be seen there today. 
It was established in 1885 by George Thomas 
Tuckwell who died in 1934, when the shop passed 
to his son Albert Henry Tuckwell. The shop closed 
in the early 1970s.
I’ve been fortunate to meet up with both daughters 
of Albert Tuckwell. Ann still lives locally and her 
sister Margaret lives in Derbyshire. It was she who 
happened to mention that she had an old photo of 
the shop taken in the early 1900s, and would I like 
a copy!  
It was common practice for butchers to hang 
carcasses outside their premises - rather gruesome 

for today’s shoppers, let alone any health and 
safety considerations. In the picture is George 
Tuckwell senior wearing a traditional butcher’s 
apron and sporting a bowler. The children in the 
upstairs window are unknown but may well have 
been a young Albert looking on with his five 
siblings.  
The confectioner’s shop to the left at number 55 is 
now an accountant’s office.
If anyone has any images or memories of Beulah 
Road, and how it was back in the day, please do 
contact me via newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net
Teresa Deacon
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What to do in the Village this spring

Annual Village Spring 
Clean
 Saturday 2 April, 10.30am, Meet at Village 
Square.
Walthamstow Village in Bloom 2016 
launches with the hugely enjoyable Annual 
Spring Clean! We will have a long list 
of jobs including litter-picking, painting 
street furniture and gardening. You can 
get stuck into these or tackle an area that’s 
been bothering you. Please meet at the 
Village Square on the corner of Orford & 
Eden Roads at 10.30am in old clothes and 
sturdy shoes/boots. LBWF and the WVRA 
are supplying all equipment. A free picnic 
lunch for all volunteers will be held on 
Vestry Green, by the Museum, at 12.30. 
This event is lots of fun and suitable for all 
ages and abilities. 
The Big Dig
Saturday 16 April, 10.30 am, meet at the 
Village Square.
Lots of volunteers needed for this one! 
To plant the fruit trees, the tree-pits and 
the Village Square! All ages and abilities 
welcome and needed so please put the 
date in your diary.  
The Great Village Plant & 
Seed Swap
Sunday 17 April, 12pm-4pm, at the Vestry 
House Museum Garden.
Please bring your excess seeds, plants 
and seedlings, terracotta pots, gardening 
books and magazines and swap them for 
something different. Horticultural experts 
will be on hand to identify plants and give 
advice. We will be joined by BEE17, our 
not-for-profit community bee-keeping 
project, selling Village honey and honey 
products in aid of Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom. 
For more news, information and photos 
please search Facebook groups for 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom. Or email 
Helen: helen@walthamstowvillage.net

Health
Addison Road Medical Practice 
PPG/Practice Open Day
Saturday 23 April, 10am to 2pm
Diabetes II Workshops (Diabetes UK and 
the Practice), Childhood Illness Workshops 
& Advice for Parents, Speech & Language 

 Food and Drink
Wine Tasting
Last Thursday each month 7.30pm, The 
Nag’s Head Pub. Must be booked in 
advance. Contact Sean or Sharon seanpic@
aol.com

Markets & Pop-Ups
Walthamstow Village 
Market
Every Saturday 10.30am – 3pm, Waltham 
Forest Community Hub (Asian Centre), 
Orford Road.
Indoor and outdoor food market with stalls 
offering artisanal products covering fresh 
fish, meat, bread, cheese and much more. 
Also serving some of London’s best street 
food and coffee.
Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday, 10am - 2pm. Walthamstow 
Square at the top of the market.
Selection of fresh produce from around the 
region.

Fitness
Walthamstow Family Bike 
Club
• Main ride: 2nd Sunday of every month, 

1pm, meet outside the Ancient House. 
Join us on a relaxed family fun ride to 
explore parks, and little known back 
street routes. 

• Newcomers’ ride: 3rd Sunday of every 
month, 2pm, meet in Village Square 
Eden Rd/Orford Rd. Short ride on quiet 
local streets for less confident cyclists.

Both rides are free. Contact Paul on 020 
8520 0648/paul.gasson@gmail.com

Gardening
WVRA Gardening Club
First Saturday of every month, 10.30am, 
meet at the Village Square.
Do come and join us for a couple of hours 
to plant, tidy, prune, weed, mulch beds and 
planters, litter-pick and clear overgrown 
space around the Village.  We need lots 
of helpers to continue our work making 
the whole area look well cared for and 
attractive.  We have lots of fun and you get 
to meet your neighbours too!  Contact: 
Helen Lerner: helen@walthamstowvillage.
net, 0781 4 042499 or just turn up.

Therapy Advice, Walthamstow Toy 
Library, Waltham Forest Carers (advice on 
support for carers and many more events 
including: simple exercise classes, back 
pain advice, minor ailment action, healthy 
and affordable cooking and, of course, 
meeting the doctors, nurses and staff of 
Addison Road Medical.

Music
Music in the Village 
A not-for-profit organization that aims to 
provide affordable concerts of the highest 
standard. Generous donations from Music 
in the Village friends have enabled us to 
avoid raising the price of tickets for one 
more year during these difficult times. 
• Thursday 7 April: Xeufei Yang - guitar. 

Breath-taking virtuosity and magical 
sound colours revealed in a varied 
programme of music by J.S.Bach, 
Albeniz, Granados, Villa-Lobos and 
Piazzolla, alongside traditional Chinese 
pieces and a new work by Vasiliki 
Legaki, commissioned by the Music in 
the Village audience.

•  Thursday 19 May: The Fitzwilliam String 
quartet. Haydnʼs intense yet exhuberant 
“Fifths” quartet op.76 no.2, and 
Beethovenʼs boundary-pushing op.130, 
with Lucy Russell & Marcus Barcham-
Stevens violins, Alan George viola and 
Heather Tuach cello.

Enquiries 020 8223 0772
St Mary’s Church, Church Hill, London E17 
9RL Tickets £13 (Conc: £6.50) on the door.
Doors open at 7pm for concert at 7.30.

Storytelling
Stowtellers – The 
Walthamstow Storytelling 
Club
Every second Monday of the month, 
7.30pm - 9.30, Welcome Centre.
Contact: 07891 724 771 stowtellers@
yahoo.co.uk  £3 (£2 concessions).
• 11 April: Storyround: Share a story, 

song/ballad, poem, or come to listen.
• 9 May: Stories of Migration: Stories of 

where we come from, where we go to 
and why – and what’s in-between

• 13 June: Storyround: Share a story, 
song/ballad, poem, or come to listen.
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C lare Tomlinson, 45, has been 
a firm fixture in the Village ever 
since she and husband Andrew 
Davies made Orford Road home 
to the production and sale of their 
international children’s clothing 
brand Little Mashers. They’ve gone from strength 
to strength, selling everywhere from Australia to 
Abu Dhabi. Alas, they are now moving shop and 
home to the creative seaside hub of Hastings, 
having realised their dream of buying their own 
business premises. 

My history
“We ended up in the Village because I was 
speaking to a friend about looking for a studio. 
We were working out of a shed in the garden and 
as the business was growing it was taking over 
the whole house and becoming a nightmare.  The 
friend mentioned us to a friend who was buying 
the building and looking for a tenant. She got in 
touch and we couldn’t believe our luck. It was just 
meant to be.
“We started full-on in business in 2010 when we 
did a lot of adult clothing, working with music 
companies. One of our commissions was to do 
some graffiti-covered boiler suits for a Coldplay 
tour. They were for the band and all the crew. We 
had to make 300 boiler suits individually in our 
back garden and shed. That was a bit of a ball 
breaker!
“I trained as a graphics illustrator at St Martins in 
the early ‘80s and I loved it. You had this great 
mixture of people from working class boys and 
girls like me to Thai princes. I was there with 
people like Alexander McQueen, and it was a 
really interesting time to be in London. There 
was the big rave scene and I remember we used 
to drive around the city listening to pirate radio 
stations waiting for them to announce where the 
next rave was.

“After I had our two boys I really didn’t fancy the 
idea of being employed. I wanted to work on my 
own terms so we set up in business ourselves.”

The best thing
“The people. I think I’ve met the loveliest, kindest 
people here and I’ve especially made really good 
female friends. And, as a creative, there’s such a 
strong creative community here it’s brilliant. It’s just 
a really good bunch of people who care for each 
other.”

Favourites
“I will really miss Mick the butcher. It’s a bit of a joke 
with my sister, who says, “Are you going to miss 
Mick the butcher more than me?” And the people 
who just pop in and the conversations that we have 
in the shop. I love that.”

Changes
“In terms of a business, the changes have been 
great for us. The number of people now coming 
into the shop on weekends is phenomenal. And it’s 
not just local people. People are coming from all 
over London. It can only get better.” 

Where am I now?
“The big move is scary but I’m really excited as 
well. I trust my instincts. I trusted them when I came 
to Walthamstow and that turned out great.  So I’m 
counting on my instinct being right again. But I like 
to point out that I am not going to the seaside to 
retire. Definitely not!”

Village people

Clare Tomlinson 


