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Letter from the 
Editor in Chief 
Dear Readers, 

As I write, the days are getting longer and prepa-
ration for Walthamstow Village in-Bloom is un-
der way.  In 2011 once again we had great suc-
cess with our “In-Bloom” efforts, headed up by 
our indomitable Helen Lerner whose vision and 
boundless energy have enabled us to go from 
strength to strength.  Along with the In-Bloom 
team, she has organised an ongoing round of ac-
tivities from Seed Swaps to Clean Ups, to make 
sure that the gem which is Walthamstow Village 
sparkles more brightly. 

Last year’s main public events, the Garden Party 
in July, the Supper Quiz in November, and Carol 
Singing in December were more popular than 
ever, and we were also more involved in Apple 
Day at Vestry House in October, which was a 
great success.  

We are also branching out into some new areas: 
Shameem Mir is heading up a sub-Committee to 
look at organizing events for older people in the 
Village, where we have four or more sheltered 
housing schemes, making it more feasible to re-
search what they’d like to do.   

These activities are consistently and ably sup-
ported, not only by the hard work of the Com-
mittee, but also by numerous other local volun-
teers. Still we could certainly use more help, to 
support these activities or to expand what we 
are able to do, so if you are interested in getting 
involved or joining the Committee, please get in 
touch or come along to one of our Open Meet-
ings. You can also join the Association, to ensure 
that you are informed about what we are doing 
and many other local activities.

Speaking of open meetings, concerns raised by 
residents include` late pub opening hours, and 
the condition of the shop fronts on Orford Road.  
The hottest topic, however, as you may guess, 
has been the introduction of a new controlled 
parking zone in the Village.  Some residents have 
been relieved, others find the new arrangements 
abominable, and some of the consequences have 
been surprising.  We are organizing a meeting 
with local councilors on the 5th March to see if 

it’s possible to iron out some of the difficulties 
and amend the scheme so that it works better for 
what we need.

Regarding the newsletter, this is the first long 
edition edited by Lucy Freeman, a professional 
writer and magazine editor and Paul Gasson has 
joined the team as designer. Yvonne D’Inverno 
has once again agreed to proofread.  I’m sure 
you’ll agree that we are very lucky to have such 
an experienced and creative crew, all local vol-
unteers. 

This is the year that the Olympics are coming to 
East London. The Council has agreed to provide 
£5000 in each ward to fund local street parties, to 
celebrate the Olympics or the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee (June 2-5).  If you have an idea of a street 
party in the Village area, we may be able to help 
you organize it.   

In any event, Walthamstow Village is very likely 
to attract international visitors, which will be a 
great chance to show off our lovely corner of the 
world. 

Sarah Vincent, Editor in Chief 
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News
Tetley the Village cat

A celebration!
Do you have any photos of Tetley the Village cat 
who sadly passed away last September? Teresa 
is hoping to produce a small book with photos 
and memories in celebration of his nomadic life. 
Flossie at The Nag’s Head pub has set up a me-
morial note book inviting those with memories 
and thoughts to add them to the collection which 
she will incorporate into the book. 

If anyone has any photos they would like to do-
nate for the book, and there must be a wealth of 
them locally (all will be credited), please could 
you let Teresa know or send them to teresadea-
con@btinternet.com. Depending on how the 
book turns out, copies will be available to see/
for sale at The Nag’s Head. In the meantime, if 
you’ve not already done so, please do pop into 
The Nag’s Head and write in Flossie’s book.

Thank you
From all of the E17 Designers we want to say a 
huge thanks to everyone who came along to the 
Christmas Fairs in the Village  to support us. The 
weekend was buzzing and busy, we had hun-
dreds of people over the two days, thanks to the 
mulled wine and live music (we’re still not sure 
who was the loudest - the two-man band on Fri-
day or the 30 strong choir, the Singing Room, on 
Saturday!)

Putting the boot in
A Village football team, the Vestry Elite, has 
been formed after a group of around twenty two 
young people between 16 and 21 began playing 
football informally at Vestry Park. The group 
then found a coach and started training in St 
James Park. Stretton’s Estate Agent sponsored 
the team’s kit and they are now proud players in 
the Over-16s in the Ilford District League.  The 
team is working hard, training twice weekly and 
every Saturday. Well done Vestry Elite, the Vil-
lage is proud of you!

Animalympics Children’s Art 
Exhibition at E17 Art House

Guinea Pig Roller-Blading, Hare Hurdles, 
and the Slow Race for snails? These are just a 
few of the fun sports that children from across 
Waltham Forest dreamt up for the Animalym-
pics Art Competition run by E17 Art House Pic-
ture Framers and Gallery.

Children were given the opportunity to create 
pictures of their own fun Olympic games - for 
ANIMALS, in the art competition held last au-
tumn. An exhibition of entries will be held at the 
E17 Art House gallery on Stainforth Road from 
April 14th 2012.

A competition entry by Gabrielle Vincent

Co-owner of E17 Art House and local artist 
Kirsten Schmidt said: 

“We asked the children to let their imagi-
nations run wild - and they did! We were 
impressed by the number of fantastic ideas, 
and how seriously the children took it. Real 
effort has gone into the work and we’re very 
excited for this to be our creative contribu-
tion to the Olympics.”

The competition will be judged by Walthamstow 
Village artist Catboy (Carl Harris), who illus-
trated last year’s E17 Art Trail Guide.  Carl will 
also be handing out prizes to the young artists 
at a ceremony at E17 Art House. More details of 
the exhibition and E17 Art House services can be 
found at www.e17arthouse.com

WVRA Membership
If you want to support Walthamstow Village 
Residents’ Association (WVRA) by becoming a 
member, contact Shameem 07792 441597 
shameem@walthamstowvillage.net
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Change your style for summer
Welcome to new Village hairdresser Lotolie on 
Orford Road.  Owner Catherine O’Rourke, who 
lives in Chingford and who used to work in a 
Bloomsbury salon, is delighted with her warm 
welcome to the Village, and the salon, with its 
handy play area for children so mums can en-
joy a stress-free cut is proving very popular.   
“Sometimes the children are reluctant to leave,” 
says Catherine.  “There is such a need for busi-
nesses to be friendly towards children.”

Reaching a Turning Point
Turning Point has been a feature of the Village 
for some time, based at 1 Beulah Road.  The or-
ganization offers invaluable drugs and alcohol 
counseling, either abstinence based for clients 
who are not currently using drugs and alcohol, 
or harm reduction that teaches clients who are 
still using drugs techniques and strategies to cut 
down or stop their consumption.   

Turning Point draws up a treatment plan and 
uses peer-led support, offers sessions with an in-
dependent financial advisor, holds social events 
and offer complementary therapies including 
shiatsu, acupuncture, reiki and yoga alongside 
psychological approaches like anger manage-
ment counseling and cognitive behavioural ther-
apy.   

It’s also about helping people move on, so cli-
ents are advised on employment, education and 
training.  Clients can self-refer or can be referred 
by their GP or through social services. 

If you or someone you know could benefit from 
knowing more about Turning Point, get in touch 
on 020 8509 1888.

Village Festival Plan
There is currently a plan in place to hold a 
Walthamstow Village Festival/Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration on 4 June 2012. This plan is still in its 
infancy, but has the support of local businesses 
and the Council. 

More information will be sent out to residents 
and businesses in the very near future. Contact 
j.syne@btopenworld.com

Gardening news & launch 
of Walthamstow Village 
in-Bloom 2012
Last year, with the support of residents, schools, 
community and religious groups and business-
es, Walthamstow Village achieved awards both 
regionally and nationally and was, for the third 
year running, awarded London in-Bloom’s Best 
Urban Community. As 2011 gold award winners 
we have lots of work ahead to keep up the stand-
ard in 2012.  

To celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee we 
plan to plant a meadow by the Ancient House 
and to mark the Olympics and Paralympics we 
have themed all our new planting schemes in 
gold-medal colours! Our very own Teresa Dea-
con, in recognition of her hard work in the area 
over the years, has been chosen to participate in 
the Waltham Forest leg of the Olympic Torch Re-
lay on 21 July! A party of us are going to cheer 
her along; do join us - we’ll circulate the details 
when we have them.

We are very lucky to be part of the beautiful 
Walthamstow Village and being in-Bloom gives 
us a chance to show others what makes it so spe-
cial. Helen Lerner was invited to the RHS Brit-
ain in-Bloom national forum to speak about our 
achievements and how a London area can have 
such a tremendous community spirit; she has re-
cently been liaising with residents of Cleveland 
Park and passing on tips.  

The London in-Bloom judges will visit during 
the first two weeks in July, dates to be confirmed. 

A lily in Eden Square 
on Britain in-Bloom judging day
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WVRA Gardening Club
Come and join our Gardening Club and help 
keep the Village beautiful throughout the year! 
We meet on the first Saturday of each month at 
10:30 am, usually at the Village Square, to tend 
the flowerbeds in the area, tidy up, plant, prune, 
weed and tackle special projects. This work, as 
well as making the Village look great, has made 
a big impact safety and crime-wise by prevent-
ing obscured sightlines and clearing places that 
can be hidden behind. We have planted hun-
dreds of bulbs over the years so the Village looks 
a picture in spring. As summer approaches we 
increase our activities and also meet some eve-
nings in July. Do come and join us for an hour 
or two – it’s good, healthy, rewarding fun, you 
don’t need any special gardening skills and you 
get to meet your neighbours too!

Saturday 24 March
10th Annual Village Spring Clean

Walthamstow Village in-Bloom 2012 launches 
with the annual Spring Clean run in conjunc-
tion with Waltham Forest’s borough-wide tidy-
up campaign. We are seeking volunteers to tidy, 
clear rubbish and remove graffiti, paint lamp-
posts and BT boxes and generally spruce up the 
Village ready for spring. This event is a lot of fun 
and suitable for all ages and abilities. Please meet 
at the Village Square at 10.30am with gloves, 
long-sleeved clothes and sturdy footwear; all 
equipment will be provided. There will be a pic-
nic lunch for volunteers at 12.30 on the green in 
front of Vestry House Museum.  

Saturday 14 April
Plant & Seed Swap, meadow planting & 

gardening workshops, 11 till 2

We are changing the venue this time so come 
along to the green area adjacent to the An-
cient House (on the corner of Orford Road and 
Church End). Bring your plants, terracotta pots 
and seeds and swap them for something differ-
ent! Gardening expert Graham Sherman will be 
on hand to answer your horticultural questions 
and to identify plants. 

To mark the launch of Walthamstow Village 
in-Bloom, we will be joining hundreds of com-
munities across the UK and sowing a wildflow-

er meadow as part of a nationwide celebration 
of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The seeds are 
being provided free to in-Bloom groups by the 
environmental charity Landlife.  We will have 
prepared the tatty grassed area by removing the 
turf, raking the earth to a fine tilthe and divid-
ing the area up. Everyone can help us scatter the 
seeds to make a wonderful meadow that will 
flower around July and will really brighten up 
the corner and boost biodiversity. 

Also throughout the event we will be running 
a free children’s seed-planting workshop. This 
year, to mark the Olympics, we will be planting 
seeds to give a GOLD MEDAL coloured planting 
scheme! The children can take their seed trays 
home to nurture and watch their plants grow 
ready to bring to Vestry playground for planting 
on 2 June (see below).

Saturday 2 June 
Children’s Olympic-Themed Planting 

Day 
Come along 10.30 - 12.30 and plant your seed-
lings in the flowerbed along the Vestry Play-
ground, playground fence and watch them grow 
throughout the summer. For the children unable 
to attend the seed planting in April, we’ll have 
grown some extra so no one is disappointed. The 
gold - medal coloured flowers will attract but-
terflies, bees and hoverflies and their seed heads 
will provide food for the birds in autumn. 

Gardening Challenges 2012 
Olympic Gold Medal Theme

Residential, Business, Schools & Community 
Premises 

Last year there were over sixty entries to our gar-
dening challenges. This year we are adding an 
Olympic Gardening category; how you interpret 
the Olympic theme is left to your imagination 
but to start off we are going to plant our baskets 
and boxes in a gold-medal coloured scheme this 
year! There are, in addition, the usual categories 
for front gardens, balconies, window boxes and 
containers. Your entry must be able to be seen 
from the street or be open to the public. Each 
entry will be awarded a certificate of participa-
tion and there will be a prize for most innovative 
Olympic theme. Our “best” gardens and prem-
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ises will be entered into London in-Bloom. 

Every entry is important to us and shows we are 
all working as a team to further improve the area 
so do rise to the challenge by completing and 
returning the form below. And if you can plant 
with gold/yellow/orange plants and flowers and 
work in an Olympic theme, so much the better!

Please support us by making your property look 
great, by keeping your premises and the pave-
ment in front of it clean and litter and weed free. 
Your front garden may be tiny and completely 
concreted but you can still make it beautiful with 
baskets and containers.

When we are out tending our gardens and chat-
ting to neighbours we are helping to reduce 
crime by giving miscreants fewer chances to do 
things unseen. An area that is cared for is a cred-
it to everyone involved and shows we will not 
stand for enviro-crime. If you see any signs of 
vandalism, graffiti or fly-tipping please immedi-
ately report it to Waltham Forest Direct: 
wfdirect@walthamforest.gov.uk

Sponsorship opportunities
Although most maintenance is carried out by our 
Gardening Club volunteers, we would be most 
grateful to receive additional funding from busi-
ness or private sponsors to cover the cost of new 
planting and projects. All sponsors will be listed 
in our Walthamstow Village in-Bloom portfolio. 

You can help by:
• sponsoring a floral display or making a  do-

nation
• donating goods for raffles and fund-raising 

events
• publicity/ printing 
• catering 
• making your premises look great!

If you would like to find out more, are looking 
for suggestions or gardening advice or want 
to join the in-Bloom committee please contact 
helen@walthamstowvillage.net or call 0781 404 
2499. 

Best wishes, many thanks and good luck from 
your in-Bloom team, Helen Lerner, Teresa Dea-
con, Graham Sherman and John Chambers.

4

I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village: 

Name ……………………………………………………..............................................................……….....

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………....................................................

Address ……………………………...……………….............................................................…………………

Email ……………………………………...........................................................………………………………

Phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………

In the following category(s):  (please tick one)
□  Front garden/grounds
□  Balcony
□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers
□  Display/shop front
□  Olympic theme

Closing date for entries is Friday 29 June 2012. 
N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.
Please return your completed form to: 
WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

If you are unsure of which category 
to choose, leave blank and the 

judges will decide.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL PREMISES CHALLENGES 2012 ENTRY FORM
✂
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Timber frame detail on Ancient House
Village gardening team spreading 2 tonnes of 

top soil and compost in Eden Square
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Looking back
Local residents remember 

by Teresa Deacon

Two local residents who have lived in the area for 
more than 50 years share their memories.  Both 
preferred to remain anonymous so their names 
are changed to Marion and Jim.  Marion’s story 
featured in the last newsletter.  Here is Jim’s.

Jim was born in Walthamstow and has lived in 
Eden Road for 52 years.  He and his wife married 
and moved there in 1959.  His wife had lived 
just a few doors along in Eden Road since she 
was a year old.  Jim and Marion went to Henry 
Maynard School in Maynard Road, and then to 
Joseph Barrett School in Barrett Road (which be-
came Warwick Boys’ School).  They later met at 
the local youth centre where ballroom dancing 
was the way to meet other young people.  For 
their first date, he asked her to go to the pictures 
– there was plenty of choice then – the Ritz at 
Bakers Arms, the Plaza on Hoe Street, the Em-
pire at the Bell Corner and, of course, the Gra-
nada cinema on Hoe Street which also served as 
a touring theatre.  He remembers seeing Shakin’ 
Stevens, Cliff Richard, Kenny Lynch and P.J. 
Proby at the Granada.  

Jim and his wife were married in St. Mary’s 
Church as were many local couples. His bride 
made her own wedding dress and before the 
wedding, Jim called in to the Nag’s Head on the 
way for a fortifying drink; their reception was 
at The Rising Sun pub, just up from the Whipps 
Cross roundabout.

Jim was earning £10 per week when they bought 
their house in Eden Road after making the nec-
essary £100 deposit.  Shortly after moving in, 
there were plans to knock down a large number 
of Victorian terraces in Eden Road to make way 
for flats.  His wife and neighbours successfully 
campaigned to halt the development (thank 
you!).  There was no mention then of Waltham-
stow Village, it was just part of Walthamstow.  It 
was only when the area became a conservation 
area that it became known as The Village.  

Where Cherry Close (off Eden Road) now stands, 
there were 50 or 60 garages which contained 
small business units.  One of those units was 
used by a Jackie Brown who reputedly made 

Garden party stalls July 2011

himself a millionaire by making metal heel tips 
for stiletto shoes, such was the demand then! 
Jim knew Frank Ison when he ran his hardware 
shop on the corner of Orford and Eden Road. “It 
sold everything – a bell rang as you entered in 
the door”.  He remembers the shop next to The 
Castle pub – the owner used to keep his horse in 
the passageway next to the pub.

Jim did his national service between 1956-58, 
serving in the army catering corps.  He then 
earned his living as a pastry cook, having trained 
at a bakery in Highams Park and then Chingford.  
He was one of the first Eden Road residents to 
have a car – his first was an Austin A40 van.  Be-
fore the Victoria line opened in 1968, Jim and his 
wife would get the steam train to Liverpool St.

Jim’s wife sadly died in 2010 having been the eld-
est resident on Eden Road.  She is much missed.   
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Thu 8 Mar Lea Valley Before the Romans
Ian Heritage with an archaeologist’s perspective 
of the early development and settlement along 
the banks of the Lea. 7.30pm. The Hall at Trinity 
United Reformed Church, 58 Orford Road, 
E17 9QU (entrance in West Avenue).  
www.walthamstowhistoricalsociety.org.uk.

Sun 17 Mar  Magical Spells!
1 - 4pm. Vestry House Museum.  020 8496 4391, 
vhm.enquiries@walthamforest.gov.uk, 
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/vestry-house

Sat 24 Mar  10th Annual Spring Clean
10.30am at Village Square, Corner of Eden Road 
and Orford Road. There will be a picnic lunch 
for volunteers at 12.30 on the green in front of 
Vestry House Museum.  

Until 25 Mar Witch Hunt
Vestry House Museum. Exploration of the East 
Anglian witch-hunt of 1645-47. 020 8496 4391, 
vhm.enquiries@walthamforest.gov.uk,
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/vestry-house

Sat 14 Apr  Plant & Seed Swap, meadow   
 planting & gardening    
 workshops
11am - 2pm at the green area adjacent to the An-
cient House (on the corner of Orford Road and 
Church End). Bring your plants, terracotta pots 
and seeds and swap them for something dif-
ferent! Gardening expert Graham Sherman on 
hand to answer your horticultural questions and 
to identify plants. 

Fri 11 May E17 Designers’ Craft Fair
7-10pm, at the Asian Centre, Walthamstow.£2 
entry for a free drink and prize draw-win E17 
Designers goody bags, Asian Centre, Orford 
Road. £2 entry for a free drink, music 

Sat 19 May WHS ‘at home’ 
10.30am. Informal coffee morning featuring an 
optional visit to a rarely accessible local build-
ing. Community Room, Vestry House Museum, 
Vestry Road, E17 9NH. Free for Walthamstow 
Historical Society members; guests £1.50.

Sat 2 Jun Children’s Olympic-Themed  
 Planting Day
10.30 till 12.30 Vestry Playground,  
Come and plant your seedlings in the flowerbed 
along the playground fence & watch them grow 
throughout the summer. For the children unable 
to attend the seed planting in April, we’ll have 
grown some extra so no one is disappointed.

Regular events
Every Monday

Parent and Baby yoga 
For babies aged 6 weeks - nearly crawling, 1-2pm, 
Walthamstow Toy Library, Comeley Bank Com-
munity Clinic. Helen Cupidon on 07939 607853 
walthamstowvillageyoga@hotmail.co.uk

Yoga for Parents with Toddlers & Young 
Children
4 week course, 10-11am at Church Hill Stu-
dios on Stainforth Road, beginning 27 Feb, £32 
for course. Helen Cupidon on 07939 607853 
walthamstowvillageyoga@hotmail.co.uk

Body Fit class
7.45 pm, Orford House Social Club, 07790604813, 
ola@body-benefit.co.uk

Village Youth Club 
5.30pm – 7.30pm, Asian Centre Mixed Youth 
Club for 13 – 19 year olds. 020 8223 0707 
info@theasiancentrewf.org.uk
www.theasiancentrewf.org.uk

Adult yoga 
8.15 - 9.30pm Asian Centre. Helen Cupidon on 
07939 607853 
walthamstowvillageyoga@hotmail.co.uk

Life Drawing
Nags Head 7.30 – 10pm. Harriet Armstrong 
07801 521864 
walthamstowlifedrawing@googlemail.com

Every Tuesday
Hadri Taekwondo 
6.30pm – 9.30pm The Asian Centre. Classes for 
all levels, gender and age. Esrar Ahmed  
07946 376 435

Dates 
for your
Diary
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Every Wednesday 
Intermediate pilates
Above the Nags Head 6.25pm & 7.30pm. 
07748 654 124, pilatesplus@hotmail.co.uk, 
www.pilatesplus.zoomshare.com

Body Tone class
8.15 pm, Trinity Church Hall, 07790 604813, 
ola@body-benefit.co.uk

Girls Group for 11 - 19 year olds
4.30pm - 6.30pm. The Asian Centre. Free. 
020 822 0707. info@theasiancentrewf.org.uk 
www.theasiancentrewf.org.uk/

Tai Chi
6pm. The Asian Centre. Beginners welcome. 
020 8223 0707. info@theasiancentrewf.org.uk 
www.theasiancentrewf.org.uk/

Every Thursday
Beginner and intermediate pilates 
6.25pm & 7.30pm. Nags Head. To enrol call 
07748 654 124, pilatesplus@hotmail.co.uk, www.
pilatesplus.zoomshare.com

Zumba, Bollywood Fuzion
6-7pm Asian Centre. Ladies only dance fitness 
bollywoodfuzion@gmail.com

Bollywood Fuzion
7-8pm Asian Centre. Ladies only dance fitness 
bollywoodfuzion@gmail.com

Yoga for Pregnancy 
7-8pm, Walthamstow Toy Library, Comley Bank 
Community Clinic. Helen Cupidon on 
07939 607853 
walthamstowvillageyoga@hotmail.co.uk

Adult yoga 
8.15 - 9.30pm Asian Centre. Helen Cupidon 
07939 607853 
walthamstowvillageyoga@hotmail.co.uk

Every Sunday
Farmers Market
Walthamstow Town Square, 10am – 2pm.

Jazz at the Nags Head
4.30 – 7.30pm, Nags Head, 9 Orford Road, E17 
9LP

Weds fortnightly
Forest Writers
Members read their work, give & receive help-
ful feedback, and exchange news & information. 
Venue has moved to Quaker Meeting House, 
Jewel Road. Sarah Joseph 
sarahjoseph92@hotmail.com, 07870270844

Last Mon each month 
Waltham Forest Fuchsia & Pelargonium 
Society 
8-10pm. Conservative Club, Church Lane E17, 
£1 on door Mick Allsop 020 8509 0657, 
micka.wffps@btinternet.com

Last Thu each month 
Wine tasting
7pm. Nags Head, Prior booking needed – please 
email Sean or Sharon at seanpic@aol.com

First Sat each month 
WVRA Gardening Club 
Come and join our Gardening Club and help 
keep the Village beautiful throughout the year! 
Meet at 10:30 am, usually at the Village Square. 
No special gardening skills needed. 020 8503 
6308 or helenmarialerner@hotmail.com

1st & 3rd Sat each month
Junior Film Club 
Mornings. Orford House, Orford Road.
Tickets available from www.wegottickets.com 
also available on the door. www.screen17.co.uk

2nd Sun each month
Family bike club
Relaxed & free cycle rides for adults & children. 
Free. 1pm Ancient House, Church Lane. More 
info http://bit.ly/c6xYmO  Paul 020 8520 0648 
paul.gasson@gmail.com. 

Evenings 3rd Thursday
Film Club
Orford House, Orford Road. 
Tickets available from www.wegottickets.com 
also available on the door. www.screen17.co.uk
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Q

East 
London 
sausagE 
Company 

suppoRt youR  
LoCaL ButCHER!
Large range of specialist  
sausages, highly recommended  
especially for barbecues

57 OrfOrd rOad, WaLthamstOW. 
t 020 8520 4060

Our first interviewee is Mick 
Norkett, the Village butcher.  
1. Where was your first 
Walthamstow home?
I lived on Selborne Avenue, 
which is now the precinct.  I 
shared a bedroom with my four 
brothers and we used to chuck 
our clothes about so we were al-
ways wearing each other’s.
2. How long have you lived in Walthamstow?
Forty years. 
3. Where did you go to school?
Mission Grove, then William McGuffie and then Wel-
lington Avenue in Chingford. I didn’t go to school 
much – I truanted quite a bit and began working for 
a local butcher as an errand boy. 
4. How did you start your career?
My old boss, Geoffrey Nokes, started me off in butch-
ery.  He was Nokes of Walthamstow, which he ran 
with his brother George.  I was supposed to be a Sat-
urday boy but I started going in on weekdays as I 
didn’t like school. I made deliveries on a butcher’s 
bike on Saturday mornings. He was very nice, teach-
ing me whatever I wanted to learn.  There were seven 
of us apprentices so I managed to avoid being sent 
for a “long weight” & to get “sky hooks” and all that! 
5. How have Walthamstow customers changed?
They shop differently.  In the old days the house-
wives would shop daily as they had no fridge. Sat-
urday and Tuesday were major shopping days. They 
knew what they were doing and made things last by 
buying things you’d get two dinners out of.  
6. What’s your own favourite meat recipe?
Roasted racks of lamb, served with new potatoes and 
whatever greens you prefer – I like Brussels sprouts 
or cabbage.
7. Favourite Walthamstow experience
The street parties we had when the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales got married.  That was lovely.  The Vil-
lage was all decorated and we did most of the cater-
ing too! 
8.What would you change about E17?
More variety in the High Street, around the market.  
It’s got a bit stagnant. Originally it was chicken stalls, 
fishmongers, sarsaparilla stalls, peanut stalls and 
sweet stalls.  Now it’s just fruit and veg and phone 
kiosks. The old veg stalls used to have spectacular 
displays – now it’s just a pound a bowl.  
9. What would you change about the Village? 
Orford Road should be one way. It’s dangerous for 

pedestrians as cars mount the pavement all the time. 
10. What addresses have you worked at?
My first shop was on Hoe Street next to The Goose 
pub, then I had another in Hoe Street and a factory 
on Lea Bridge Road which is still running making 
Italian sausage. The Village shop is my favourite – 
the customers are nice. 
11. Which is your favourite E17 place to eat?
They’re all good – I can’t pick one out.  I supply them 
all so whatever I say I’d upset someone!  
12. Favourite place to drink
The Queens.  Sports pub & I like the atmosphere on 
match days. 
13. If you could say a public thank you to some-
one who would it be?
The customers – they’ve helped me with their loy-
alty.  
14. If you had to live somewhere else, where 
would you live?
Somewhere in Somerset.  Nice peaceful countryside.
15. If you had to twin Walthamstow with an-
other town, which one would you choose?
I haven’t travelled much so it’s hard to choose but I 
would say Marbella. 
16. Walthamstow in three words?
Very different experience!
17. The future for you in E17?
What we could use around here is a deli with a full 
range of cheeses and salamis - a good Italian deli. 
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