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A sting in the tale
How BEE17 and an EpiPen help bring honey to the masses

Imagine a red-hot sewing needle slowly pushed into 
your flesh. And staying there. That’s the sensation 
when you get a bee sting on the nose. This is not 
exaggeration. It is factual reporting. Which is how 
I got the sting in the first place; while doing this 
story on BEE17, the Village’s local beekeepers and 
honey sellers. But more on that pain later.

BEE17 came about four years ago when local 
Richard Smith met local Helen Lerner while doing 
community gardening. Both, it turned out, had an 
interest in bees, and before you could say buzz, 
they had bought their first colony and set up a hive 
in Helen’s back garden. 

That one colony has multiplied and the pair are 
now responsible for several hives, hundreds of 
thousands of bees and the attendant honey that’s 
produced. Not only do they bring joy to people’s 
toast, porridge and glazed carrots, but profit from 
the enterprise also buys pollen and nectar-friendly 
plants that end up populating the Village.

Since buying those first colonies – which on average 
contain 60,000 to 70,000 bees – Richard and Helen 
have raised their own colonies, which includes 
raising queens.

“You want the queen to be hard-working, and a 

prolific layer, and you also want the colony to be 
easy to manage and not too aggressive,” says 
Richard. “They’re not pussycats – at the end of the 
day they are going to protect their home and queen, 
but compared to the ones we had at the start, which 
were quite mardy, they are a lot better now.” 

“In the middle of a neighbourhood there is no point 
in having aggressive bees that are going to sting 
people willy nilly,” adds Helen who needs to be 
particularly careful after going into anaphylactic 
shock after being stung. She now always has 
an EpiPen (an injector that gives a shock of 
adrenaline) at the ready when doing any bee duty.
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Besides Richard, the entire operation is really run 
by women, or rather the female bees. The males 
are only there for mating or hanging around the 
hive begging for food. It’s the females that do all 
the work.

“When they ‘get their end away’,” explains Richard, 
“it pulls their willy off and they die. At the end of 
the summer if they haven’t served their purpose, 
the women kick them out. Once the food supply is 
drying up, and they are useless mouths to feed, 
they force them out of the colony and the guard 
bees won’t let them back in.” 

BEE17 now has one of the biggest assets a 
beekeeper can have; the frames - that sit inside the 
hives - with the empty comb still intact. “With new 
frames the bees have to construct the wax comb, so 
25% of your yield goes into wax production. If you 
have old ones, all that energy goes into processing 
the nectar so you get more honey,” says Richard.

The whole operation is incredibly labour intensive. 
All the hives need to be checked on a weekly basis; 
to make sure the queen is laying eggs, that the 
bees are not swarming (when the queen leaves 
with a large number of worker bees to set up a new 
colony elsewhere) and determine if the queens are 
producing female offspring not drones (those males 
who are simply work-shy, hungry reproductive 
machines). Then there’s the collection of the honey. 

“The supers (the boxes containing the frames of 
comb containing the honey) need to be taken out 
– there are 10 in each hive – and the comb needs 
to be uncapped of wax using a heat gun,” explains 
Helen. “Then it needs to go into the extractor, which 
acts like a centrifuge and then drained through a 
double sieve into buckets to settle.

“Then all the scum comes to the top. This is 
primarily foam – oxygen really - and needs to be 
taken off before the honey is put into sterilised jars,” 
says Richard.

This year the weather has been mostly co-
operative, so the pair are looking at real quality 
honey. Spring honey is more light and floral 
while the summer’s is dark and treacly because 
of the nectar collected from chestnut blossoms, 
blackberries and hebes.

After learning all of this fascinating information, I 
wanted to get a closer look and take some photos, 
so Richard and Helen got me all kitted up; the full 
suit with fine netting around the face so you can see 
what you’re doing. Only my doing included holding 
the camera so close to my eye that the netting was 
pressed against my face, giving one of the dozens 
of bees covering the netting the perfect opportunity 
to sting my nose, a considerably sized target.

Despite the pain and tears, I will still be buying the 
pesky beggars’ delicious honey…

Next honey sale: 18 June, 12 - 4pm, 6 Beulah Rd
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Like a friend who suddenly makes an appearance 
just when you need them, the Village Festival is 
back on the calendar for 2017.

The event, organised by the Waltham Forest 
Community Hub, is being billed as ‘a day of 
community celebration’ and will run from noon to 
6pm on Saturday 2nd of September. The festivities 
will take over Orford Road from the junction with 
East Avenue all the way around to The Nag’s Head, 
and it will feature street food, two music stages, arts 
and crafts and a special children’s area – with an 
obligatory bouncy castle. Organisers are expecting 
there to be upwards of 50 stalls lining the street on 
the day, with another 20 or so setting up inside the 
Hub for an indoor market.

Hub manager and festival organiser Monwara Ali 
says the support from local businesses has been 
better than ever. So far, Petals in Bloom,The Nag’s 
Head, Eat17, Estates 17, The Village pub, The 
Castle, Pillars Brewery, In Vino Veritas, Orford 
Saloon, Gods Own Junkyard, the Village Market 
and Sean Pines Photography have all put their 
money where their mouth is with financial support. 
“And we certainly would not say no if anyone else 
wants to contribute!” says Monwara.

The festival is also involved in the Tesco Bags for 
Help Scheme. Residents can help the organisers 
receive up to £4,000 of funding by voting for 
the Village Festival at Tesco Express stores in 
Walthamstow, Leyton, Leytonstone, Chingford and 
Highams Park until 30th June. 

And if you don’t just want to attend, eat, drink and 
be merry, the festival is also looking for volunteers 
to help on the day. If that turns your crank, contact 
the organisers at info@wfch.org or by calling 
020 8223 0707.

The Village Festival is back
Event to return in September

With the arrival of summer, March and the WVRA’s 
annual Curry Supper Quiz feels like another 
country, very far away. But it would be remiss not 
to thank everyone who made the event such a 
success; Shameem Mir who once again produced 
a veritable buffet fit for a king/queen/prince/
princess, Neil Underwood, the inimitable quizmaster 
who tested everyone’s brains and retention of 
extraneous knowledge to just this side of breaking 
point and all the committee members and 

volunteers who ensured the food made it on to 
everyone’s plates, sold raffle tickets and received
dish-pan hands at the end of the night for all the 
hard work. And a big nod to the local businesses 
who contributed the best selection of raffle prizes 
this side of the National Lottery: Orford Saloon, La 
Ruga, In Vino Veritas, Queen’s Arms, The Deli, 
Village Bakery, Froth & Rind, East London Sausage 
Co, The Village pub, E17 Village Market, Petals in 
Bloom, Here on Earth, Sean Pines Photography, 
Debbie Bliss, Blomst, Daryl and Jess Ablecroft and 
Nisa Local. Thank you!

Of course, congratulations to the winning team – 
Mini Hollandaise – who celebrated with just the right 
amount of gloating.

The event raised over £1,200 for the WVRA and the 
event will take place again in March 2018, when all 
the losers will get a chance for sweet revenge.

We came, we curried, we conquered 
Annual WVRA Curry Supper Quiz

The victors quietly celebrate
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Over a decade ago, Simeon Farrar dragged 
suitcases full of clothes he had designed to  
London Fashion Week (LFW). As a painter who  
had studied fine art, Simeon admits he, “knew 
nothing about fashion; actually less than nothing”. 
But having started to use clothing as a canvas,  
and on the advice of a friend, he applied and  
gained entry to the capital’s biggest and most 
prestigious fashion event.

For someone who knew so little about fashion - he 
taught himself to sew - and the business of fashion, 
Simeon’s not done too badly. His clothes now sell in 
boutiques and department stores around the world, 
he shows four collections a year in Paris – two men’s 
and two women’s – and has launched a diffusion 
line called Blackscore that specialises in graphic 
T-shirts and sweatshirts. Oh, and he’s just moved 
into the neighbourhood, relocating his studio to the 
Ravenswood Industrial Estate making it even more 

fashionable than previously thought possible.
“My first collection was cutting up old things and 
making dresses from them,” says Simeon. “I used 
old band tour T-shirts, cutting them in half, putting 
them with another T-shirt. I would sew on all these 
different objects I’d found – words, colours and 
patterns – and build up the layers. I really liked 
collage in painting so I used the same aesthetic 
in creating the fashion. I made this weird cobbled- 
together collection of clothes that I could never 
reproduce.” But when the buyers at LFW saw 
his work, the orders started piling in; everyone 
from Japanese boutiques to the trendsetting NYC 
department store Barneys. “But the problem was 
they were one-offs,” says Simeon, “and they ordered 
it in all different sizes and colours so I had to go and 
just make it.” 

After this baptism by fashion, Simeon didn’t even 
have an order book and had to quickly employ > 

The outsider who got in
Leading British fashion designer moves into Ravenswood Industrial Estate
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people to help him make the clothes. He soldiered 
on, got the hang of the business side of things and 
has never looked back. Twelve years later he’s an 
international success, but some things remain the 
same. Everything is still handprinted by him and his 
team in their studio, with the most of the clothes in 
his fashion line (Simeon Farrar) made by a small 
factory in north London. “I like to keep it close,”  
says Simeon. “Our units are small and, even though 
it’s more expensive to have it done here, it’s good 
to support small factories in the UK. It didn’t sit right 
with me having things made overseas with all the 
shipping involved.” 

Simeon has managed to strike a very delicate 
balance that works well for him – very much part of 
the fashion world, with his clothes featuring in Vogue 
and select stores, but also remaining an outsider.  
“I got totally accepted by the fashion world, and it 
was great. I think because I was a newcomer and 
got in through the side entrance they were really 
welcoming to me. But I’ve always stayed on the 
fringes of it. I’m not really the kind of person who 
plays the scene. I kind of do my own thing and  
fit in where I fit in.”

Simeon already feels right at home in the 

Ravenswood Industrial Estate; in fact it’s the type of 
place that he’s been searching for. Having spent the 
last 10 or so years in Shoreditch, it was time to leave 
the high rents and creeping corporatisation behind. 
“All the others places we rented were in office 
blocks, and the printing we do leaves a real mess 
behind. Plus, we were never really around our own 
people – lots of suits. Here, it was great to move into 
a unit that was rough and ready – where there was 
already paint on the floor, we could move everything 
around, push the doors back and be open to the 
outside world.”

The space works so well that, for the first time, 
Simeon now has a permanent store front to the 
world and will be opening the doors to his studio on 
Friday evenings and Saturday/Sunday during the 
day to sell direct to the public. The move has even 
inspired Simeon to start painting on canvas again 
after a hiatus of 12 years. 

“I’ve felt very creative and really in the zone, and 
there’s something about this space – and I don’t want 
to get all trippy – but I am feeding off something. 
There’s an excitement. The estate has this real 
element of potential. That feeling that I can do 
anything I want.”

See Simeon’s fashion line at simeonfarrar.com, and 
his T-shirt and sweatshirts at blackscore.co.uk.
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Walthamstow Village is representing London as a 
finalist in the prestigious Britain in Bloom national 
competition and things are really hotting up to get 
the Village looking stunning. We are joining 78 
other Britain in Bloom finalists and are going all-
out to be crowned the cleanest, greenest and most 
beautiful Urban Community in the UK. 

This year we will be up against Aldridge, Walsall 
(Heart of England), Clifton, Bristol (South West), 
Didsbury, Manchester (North West), Littleover, 
Derby (East Midlands), Starbeck, Harrogate 
(Yorkshire), and Uddingston, Glasgow (Scotland). 
It’s our very last chance until 2022 to show the UK 
what makes us so special and to be awarded the 
UK’s best Urban Community with a Gold, so let’s 
really make it count!

There will be two judging days: the regional London 
in Bloom judges, Peter Holman and Lee Johnson, 
will visit for three hours on Friday 14 July from 
10.45, and the national Britain in Bloom judges, 
Geraldine King and Darren Share, will visit for three 
hours on Tuesday 8 August from 9.30 am. 

We will find out how we’ve done on 27 October  
at the national awards in Llandudno.  

How you can help:

* On judging days, by serving refreshments and/or 
lunch, taking photos or litter-picking ahead of the 
judging tour. Please let us know if you can help.

* On judging days, please ensure that your garden, 
pots, baskets and window boxes are looking their 
best, that boundaries, walls and hedges are tidy 
and that bins are neatly placed or tucked away. It’s 
not too late, if you haven’t already, to get planting 
and potting, and to put up your hanging baskets. 
Please encourage your neighbours to join in, too, 
so we can make our area look fantastic. 

WVRA Gardening Club – every Saturday 
in June and July and every Wednesday 
evening until 2 August

Lots of help is needed to weed, plant and tidy in the 
run-up to judging, so we will be gardening every 
Saturday from 10.30am, and every Wednesday 
evening from 7pm. We meet at the Village Square; 
tools are provided or you can bring your own. No 
experience is necessary and all ages and abilities 
can join in. It’s good exercise, lots of fun and an 
ideal way to meet like-minded neighbours. 

Saturday 1 July – Big Village Clean Up,  
from 10.30am 

We are seeking volunteers to tidy, garden, paint 
and spruce up the Village. Please meet at the 
Village Square with gloves and sturdy shoes,  
and do wear old clothes if you want to paint!

Primp my Village

We’ll also be putting finishing touches to the 
gardening on the evenings before judging, on 
Thursday 13 July and Monday 7 August. Please 
meet at the Village Square at 7 pm. On the 
mornings of judging, please join us and Waltham 
Forest operatives from 6.30am for an early morning 
clear-up along the judging route. We will work till 
around 9am, removing stray weeds and litter,  
and sweeping any dirty nooks and crannies until  
we have to get clean and smart, ready for the 
judges’ arrival. You can, of course, come and  
go at any time. 

Walthamstow Village in Bloom
By Helen Lerner



8

Village Veg Plot Community Allotment   

Our community allotment outside the Lifeline Project 
at 1 Beulah Road, sponsored by Fullers Builders 
and BEE17, goes from strength-to-strength, with 
vegetables and herbs being planted and harvested 
throughout the year. It is led by Darryl Abelscroft, 
with invaluable assistance from original organiser 
Caroline Barton and their team of ‘Weekly Waterers’. 
They have a Facebook page with information and 
photos (search Walthamstow Village Veg Plot).  
Please contact darryl@walthamstowvillage.net for 
more information.

FRONT GARDEN AND BEAUTIFUL PREMISES 
CHALLENGES 2017 – BIG PRIZES!
This year you can enter the Challenges or nominate 
gardens and displays of your neighbours.

This year we have added a new category with a 
cash prize of £100 for MOST IMPROVED FRONT 
GARDEN/FORECOURT, with £50 for second prize.  
This will be awarded to the resident, be it of a house 
or flat, who we think has done the most to beautify 
their front area.

This year, the national RHS theme is Greening  
the Grey for Wildlife, so we've a new category  
for frontages that are doing just that. Whatever  
the size of your space, there's a range of things  
you can do to boost biodiversity. 

There are the usual categories for front gardens, 
balconies, window boxes and containers. Your 
entry or nomination must be able to be seen from 
the street or be open to the public. Every entry will 
be awarded a Certificate of Participation that will be 
presented at the WVRA AGM in October. 

Your Bloom team thoroughly enjoys looking at the 
gardens and displays of all entrants and showing 
them to the judges. The “best” garden and premises 
will be put forward into the London in Bloom 50 
Favourite Front Gardens competition. All entries to 
be submitted, please, using the form (right) or online 
at walthamstowvillage.net/gardening-group/front-
garden-beautiful-premises by Friday 23 June. 

Thank you!

We sincerely thank all our lovely volunteers – too 
many too mention – without whom none of this would 
be possible, and to everyone who has generously 
sponsored new plants, and those who are watering 
and caring for them. Waltham Forest’s Paul Tickner 
and his teams, including Community Payback, have 
been marvellous this year and provided invaluable 
assistance with the new meadow, supplying hanging 
baskets in Orford Road, painting railings and weed 
clearance. We especially thank Fullers Builders, 
Estates 17, The East London Sausage Company 
and BEE17 for ongoing sponsorship and support.

Join us! Support us! Let's make Walthamstow 
Village even greater and even greener! Let’s  
make the most of our front gardens, forecourts  
and windowsills, improve the street scene and  
show your support for Walthamstow Village in 
Bloom by entering yourself or a neighbour in our 
2017 Gardening Challenges: 

Best wishes, good luck and many thanks from 
your Bloom team: Helen Lerner, Jakob Hartmann, 
Caroline Barton, Nick Springett, Darryl Abelscroft, 
John Chambers and Teresa Deacon. 

For more info, search for the Facebook page 
“Walthamstow Village in Bloom”, email helen@
walthamstowvillage.net or call 07814 042499.

The Village Magazine Production Team

Editor: Daniel Barry newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net
Sub Editor: Michaela Twite

Designer: Carol “Molly” Moloney
Advertising: Shameem Mir shameem@walthamstowvillage.net
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Things to do in the Village 
Village Jumble Trail
The Walthamstow Village Jumble Trail is back on 18 June 
between noon and 4pm. Residents set up stalls in their  
own front gardens and sell their handmades, creations  
or unwanted treasures. 

Markets 
Walthamstow Village Market
Every Saturday 10.30am – 3.30pm, Waltham Forest Community 
Hub, Orford Road. Market offering local artisanal products. 

Fitness 
Walthamstow Family Bike Club 
Main ride: 2nd Sunday of every month, 1pm. Meet outside the 
Ancient House. Join us on a relaxed family fun ride to explore 
parks and little-known back-street routes. 

Newcomers’ ride: 3rd Sunday of every month, 2pm. Meet in 
Village Square Eden Rd/Orford Rd. Short ride on quiet local 
streets for less confident cyclists. Both rides are free. Contact 
Paul on 020 8520 0648/paul.gasson@gmail.com 

Music and Art
Saint Mary’s Music Hall
St Mary’s Church, Church End.
Showcasing innovative contemporary, folk, jazz and world 
music.Tickets are £16 on the door or £12 plus booking fee  
if you book early online at stmarysmusichall.co.uk

July 7 - She’koyokh + Owl Parliament
Hailed as “one of London’s musical treasures, playing the best 
Balkan and klezmer music in Britain” (Evening Standard).

July 27 - The Nile Project + Msfiri Zawose
Brings together artists from the 11 Nile countries that  
combine the region’s rich diversity. 

August 3 - Vula Viel + special guests
‘Good is Good’ is their debut album and they sound like  
nothing you’ve ever heard before.

August 17 - Martha Tilston + Teyr
Martha and her band have built a large worldwide following 
and played at some of the world’s most prestigious festivals, 
gaining a nomination for BBC best newcomer.

August 31 - Get The Blessing + Yusufla
Formed in 2000 with Portishead rhythm masters Jim Barr and 
Clive Deamer on bass and drums respectively, Pete Judge on 
trumpet and Jake McMurchie on saxophone.

Stowtellers - The Walthamstow Storytelling Club
Every second Tuesday, 7.30pm – 9.30pm.
Orford House Social Club, 73 Orford Road.
For those interested in listening to stories. New tellers  
always welcome.
Cost £4 (£3) or £6 (£5) for special events.
For more details, find Stowtellers on Facebook or email 
stowtellers@yahoo.co.uk

□  I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village

□  I wish to nominate the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village
 

My name ……………………………………………………..............................................................…….........….

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………...........................................................................

Address           ………………………...……………….............................................................………………….............

My email ……………………………………...........................................................……………………………….

My phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………....

In the following category:  (please tick one)

□  Front garden/grounds

□  Balcony

□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers

□ Most improved front garden/forecourt

□ Greening the Grey for Wildlife 

Closing date for entries is Friday 23rd June 2017.  N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.

Please return your completed form to: 

  WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL PREMISES CHALLENGES 2017 ENTRY FORM
✂

If you are unsure of 
which category to 

choose, leave blank 
and we will decide.
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Art will bring us together
How the E17 Art Trail is about more than art and having a good snoop  
around someone’s house

“It brings the community together when there is so 
much ‘them and us’ at the moment. It brings you 
someplace else to be; another way of being.” That’s 
Linda Green’s take on the E17 Art Trail, and one 
that is fully endorsed by fellow artists Saskia Huning 
and Ali Reader, who are exhibiting together at 
Linda’s Village home for this year’s event. 

“It’s not just one bubble of the community,” says 
Ali. “Apparently 1 in 15 people in the borough are 
involved in the Trail, so it’s reaching all corners of 
the community.”

“Working with other people is really motivating,” 
says Saskia, a specialist decorator who does 
restoration work on important historical buildings.

The three have exhibited together before, and so 
it made sense to reunite again, even though their 
methods and subject matter are as different as the 
women themselves.

“I do quite a lot of random patterns,” says Saskia, 

“one of which is on the wall in my house. When I 
put a vase in front of it, I thought, ‘Oh, I must draw 
on these patterns.’ So I did a series of still-life 
paintings. I had a lot of blue left over from when I did 
work on the choir screen in Westminster Abbey (in 
preparation for Kate and William’s nuptials), so

Saskia Huning’s ‘Westminster Blue 1, 2 and 3’

From left: Linda Green, Ali Reader, Saskia Huning
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“I used that and called them Westminster Blue  
1, 2 and 3.”

“This year I was struggling with subject matter,” 
says Ali, a textile designer, and one of the founders 
of the E17 Designers Market, “but I was sorting out 
old photographs, chucking out all the ones without 
people in them and I realised there were a number 
of beautiful landscape pictures from a walking trip  
I took in the Highlands of Scotland. So those  
photos have ended up being used in my mixed 
media collages.”

 

Linda, meanwhile, was drawn to her love of the 
British landscape, which led to her forest paintings.  
“I walk in the forest – it really feeds me. The memory 
of being in a place, and the impact that has on me.” 

The trio is also very behind the theme of this year’s 
trail: STEAM; an acronym that puts the A of art 
into the ‘stem’ subjects of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Maths.

“I work in a school as a technician,” says Ali, “and 
schools are under so much pressure to get GCSEs 
in STEM subjects. But if other subjects, such as art, 
design technology and drama are not in the basket 
as well, it’s really short-sighted.”

“I feel very strongly that it’s important we raise the 
level of debate about that. For instance, Saskia is an 
expert in paint. I work in ceramics and there is lot of 
chemistry and physics involved in those disciplines. 
You can’t just separate that out.”

And when the three are not busy displaying their 
own work, they’ll be getting out to as many venues 
as time allows. “It’s incredibly inspiring, all these 
people doing all this stuff. It really makes me want  
to create,” says Saskia. 

E17 Art Trail continues until Sunday, 18th May. For 
venues and events, check out e17arttrail.co.uk

Ali Reader’s ‘Highland V’

Linda Green’s ‘Landscape’



Edna Kim is not afraid of taking on a challenge. As 
a youngster in the Philippines she was determined 
to go to university, despite the fact it wasn’t the 
traditional path for young girls. In her twenties she 
left the bosom of her tight-knit family in Manila and 
moved to London, working for several years at an 
international satellite communications company. 
Then around a decade ago, she gave up her  
high-flying career to open the florist - Petals in 
Bloom - in Orford Road. 

“In my previous life you would not have recognised 
me. I was in my high heels and make-up, nails done, 
power suit. Those were the days when you had to 
compete with men, and my job was as a commercial 
and development manager for Inmarsat (one of the 
pioneers of mobile satellite communications). My job 
was to find partners for the company, selling airtime, 
meeting with government ministers to get them to 

change policy and have us as the service provider.”

“I was head hunted in the Philippines to join the 
company in London. My dad was against it but I told 
him I was old enough to go. When I asked what I 
needed to bring for the interview, someone told me 
to bring a brolly. When I arrived it was snowing, and 
all I had was the brolly, so a friend of my sister’s 
kitted me out with some warm boots!”

“It was a very demanding job; I was travelling 
everywhere. I always had two suitcases packed 
ready to go – one for a hot climate one for cold – 
sometimes I would arrive home and would have to 
turn around and go out again. Eventually I was being 
asked to join other companies but the work was 
stressful – whenever I see the building I worked in 
my acid starts coming up! I decided I needed to get 
out. I took two years off and did things on my artistic 
side; painting and jewellery. That was when my next 
plan was formulated in my mind – to open a florist. I 
got my business plan, I took courses and even went 
to the flower shop in Wood Street and told them, ‘I 
want to work here for a while even if you don’t pay 
me much. I just to want to learn’.”

“I was walking down Orford Road on my way to 
church when I saw a shop being done up and I 
asked if it was being let. There were not many shops 
in the road but I was encouraged by Penny Fielding 
(who then ran her own shop in the street) who said 
I should be here. I opened on Mother’s Day. I can’t 
forget that day; it was a great day. It even made it on 
to the TV in the Philippines. But after that I almost 
shut the shop. The first year was really bad – there 
would be whole weeks without a sale. The Village 
was different then – there weren’t as many shops, 
so not as many people came. The old owner of 
Mondragone was really, really nice. He was the 
one in the dark days who would console me and 
say, ‘Even I have down times. Persevere.’ I am so 
thankful to him. Now it’s much different. I have very 
loyal customers. I can’t fault the loyalty of people.”

“I’ve always been interested in flowers and I like 
creating things. It’s something that makes you 
happy. I don’t have a favourite flower – I love them 
all. They’re my babies!”

Village People 
Edna Kim


