
THE VILLAGE 
Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association Magazine

www.walthamstowvillage.net

Walthamstow Village blooms with pride

Winter  2012

Also in this issue

What to do this winter

An Elephant in Eden

Behind the scenes at Modern 
College of Music and Drama



- 2 -

Letter from the Editor 
Dear Reader,
Welcome to the winter edition of The Village.  
At the Annual General Meeting in October, 
we celebrated a successful year; all our regular 
events were very popular and it’s fair to say that 
the successes of the Environment Sub-Committee 
and the many local people who contributed to 
our entry in the London in Bloom competition 
were truly spectacular (see below for details).
The Committee is keen to continue with our 
successful activities, at the same time we are 
taking stock of where we are, what we hope 
to achieve, and where to go from here.  We 
need more input from our constituents - all the 
residents of the Village - both to develop our 
programme and to help us undertake it.   We 
are really keen to find out your priorities and 
how we can address them as a group.  We also 
need more help with projects.  Two in particular 
I’ll mention - we have a sub-committee looking 
at activities for older people.    This involves 
liaising with local sheltered housing schemes, as 
well as organising events.  Also, we are looking 
for people to join a group to review and organise 
our annual Garden Party which takes place on 
30 June.   If you are interested in these areas and 
would like to get involved, please speak to any 
member of the Committee, or you can send an 
e-mail to newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net. 
In the meantime, best wishes for a warm and 
safe winter and a joyful holiday season.
Sarah and the newsletter team

noW opEn In tHE HEaRt oF 
WaLtHamstoW VILLagE,  
oRFoRd saLoon InVItEs you 
to EXpERIEnCE tRadItIonaL 
tapas FREsHLy pREpaREd By 
spanIsH CHEFs In RELaXEd & 
InFoRmaL suRRoundIngs

opEnIng tImEs
tuesday to Friday 6.00pm-10.30pm
saturday 12.00pm-3.00pm, 6.00pm-10.30pm
sunday 12.00pm-4.30pm, 6.00pm-9.30pm
Closed monday
For more information please call  
on 020 8503 6542

32 orford Road, Walthamstow Village. E17 9nJ

ORFORD 
SALOON
TApAS BAR

Volunteer request
The Vestry House Museum is looking to recruit 
new gardening volunteers. 
It needs a lot of support to maintain so if you 
can possibly help, even only occasionally, please 
contact Vicky Carroll on 020 8496 1469 or 
vicky.carroll@walthamforest.gov.uk. 

Apple Day at Vestry House Museum Oct 2012 Vestry House Museum garden
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22 Orford Road - Modern College 
of Music and Drama
Have you wondered what’s become of the 
Modern College of Music and Drama, which 
had been such a prominent feature of Orford 
Road for over sixty years?  
The School was set up by Dick Williams, 
whose great love of music and drama inspired 
generations of performers.  Born and bred in 
Walthamstow, Dick was a graduate of the Royal 
Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama.  Originally his drama school 
was based in Greenleaf Road, Walthamstow, 
later moving to the premises where he also lived 
at 22 Orford Road.  According to his student, 
John Spradbery, “It has been an oasis of peaceful 
tranquility and creativity since the the Second 
World War, with its music studios and tiny stage 
and auditorium in still constant use.” (“The 
Stage”, March 27, 2007).  
In 2006, Dick received a civic award to recognise 
his contribution to Waltham Forest’s cultural 
life.  In 2007, he passed away at Whipps Cross 
Hospital, age 91. According to his wife Christine, 
“A man of enormous drive and energy, Dick 
inspired all who worked with him.” (The 
Guardian Newspaper, May 2, 2007). 
After Dick’s death, Christine kept the centre open, 
however it needed considerable maintenance 
and in due course she decided to sell.  The new 
owners, Sarah and Tamara, hoped to keep it 
open as an arts centre, but they couldn’t get a 
mortgage that would cover commercial activities 
such as holding classes. For the last year, they 
have been carrying out substantial work to bring 
the premises up to date.  Nonetheless their aim 
is to retain the character of the original building 
and keep their options  open.  They are keenly 

aware that the building has been a hub of 
community activity and creativity and hope to 
be able to open it in future.  In the meantime, 
in small ways, the legacy continues: Sarah, a 
mental health practitioner, intends to have her 
ceramics studio on site; the building is still used 
for rehearsals for Natural Voices, a community 
choir which Tamara, who runs a social media 
organisation, participates in; and the forecourt 
served as a sculpture garden for the E17 Art Trail.  
Naturally, they have kept the stage, where they 
can host intimate but theatrical dinner parties.   
Watch this space for future developments! 

Sharp Morris dancing side at Apple Day Oct 2012
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The Street of Blue Plaques
Wingfield Road took part in the E17 Art Trail 
this year, with a series of photographs in front 
windows portraying something of the current 
occupants. They acknowledge being inspired 
by Danny Coope’s 2011 Art Trail installation on 
adjoining Grosvenor Park Road, the Street of 
Blue Plaques. 
The project came about when Danny became 
fascinated in finding out who had lived in his 
house before him and went on to research 
previous occupants of his whole street using 
online census information taken over 100 years 
ago. He came up with a simple scheme to 
share what he found out, creating a series of 
English Heritage style blue plaques celebrating 
the ordinary folk who lived in pretty much 
every house on Grosvenor Park Road. He even 
made weatherproof plaques for addresses that 
no longer exist, largely destroyed by WW2 
bombs. Halifax born Ernest Hind, an apprentice 
pianoforte maker was a lodger in a house that 
stood where the playground is now, and Albert 
Day, an india rubber dealer, lived where Park 
Court now stands. 
Alongside the baker and the grocer many 
occupations were a wonderful mixture of the 
mysterious, the exotic, the tough and the quaint. 
Lift attendant, tobacconist’s windowdresser, 
mangler and railway ticket printer. Some 
were chosen to illustrate Walthamstow’s local 
industrial past, such as Elijah Polley, foreman at 
the East London Waterworks and Arthur Pearce,  
a xylonite factory boy. Some don’t seem so out of 
place nowadays. There was a female commercial 
artist called Florence Edwards in 1911, and 
Thomas Willats, a journalist lived on the road 
for over 30 years. Other examples show what a 
melting pot it was, even 100 years ago, with a 
goldsmith living on the same street as a sanitary 
inspector! 
Other displays inspired by his idea have sprung 
up in Walthamstow recently, engaging even 
more passers-by in the real, humble history of 
their homes.  
Take a look at 
www.streetofblueplaques.co.uk.

‘Blue House’, Grosvenor Park Road
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Walthamstow Village in Bloom
2012 results
Walthamstow Village has again been recognised 
for its horticultural high standards, responsibility 
to the environment and community participation 
by claiming another gold award and London’s 
Best Village at the London in Bloom awards at 
Richmond Park on Tuesday 18 September.
We were stunned and delighted to receive in 
addition, London’s Best Floral Display award 
for the planters and flowerbeds designed and 
planted by horticulturalist Graham Sherman 
and maintained by gardening club volunteers. 
The Village also collected the award for London’s 
Best Front Garden on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin of Church Lane.
Congratulations and many thanks to our 
Gardening Club and all our volunteers who 
worked so hard to get and keep the Village looking 
good, to our hardworking and community-
minded residents, schools, organisations and 
businesses and to everyone who attended 
clean ups, social and fund-raising events and 
generously supported and sponsored our entry. 
Local Front Garden & Beautiful Premises 
Challenge Winners:
• Best Community Garden – Henry Maynard 

Junior School 
• Best Pub/Restaurant –Trattoria La Ruga, 

Orford Road
• Best Premises – Squire’s Almshouses
• Best Front Garden – Mr & Mrs Martin, 

Church Lane
• Best Olympic-themed Front Garden – Sarah 

Vincent, Summit Road
We held our awards ceremony at the WVRA AGM 
on 8 October and The Mayor of Waltham Forest, 
Cllr. Sweden presented the certificates.  Each 
entrant received a Certificate of Participation 
and the “Best” and “Highly Commended” entries 
received also a Certificate of Excellence from 
London in Bloom. 
Plans for 2013
In 2013 we would like to encourage everyone to 
make the most of the outside space they have. 
Planting containers and making the front garden 
and window sills green and pleasant attracts 
birds and insects and provides privacy, better 

drainage, shelter and insulation. Tending the 
front garden gives neighbours the opportunity 
to meet, helps to build community spirit and 
improves the general street-scene. Contact us if 
you need inspiration or practical ideas.
The Jubilee Meadow on the corner adjacent to 
the Ancient House was deemed a great success. 
It flowered in red, white and blue for the Jubilee 
and then turned gold for the Olympics. As we 
used a mixture of seeds, it will flower again next 
year with a variety of perennial meadow grasses 
and flowers and, hopefully, with annuals that 
set seed from last summer. 
After much thought the in-Bloom team has 
decided not to enter London in Bloom in 2013 
but to concentrate on our yearly programme of 
events.  We are encouraging Waltham Forest to 
enter the whole borough in 2013 and we’ll be 
delighted to lend support. 

Graham Sherman, Helen Lerner & Teresa Deacon 
at London in Bloom awards

Mary Squires’ Almshouse, Church End
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B E A U T I F U L I N T E R I O R S

Penny Fielding

Fabulous eclectic shop, for beautiful 
interiors. Furnishings, vintage china, 
lighting, lovely things for children 
plus high quality art and design by 
local artists. Everything hand picked 
and sourced from all over the world.

34, Orford Road,  
Walthamstow Village,  

London E17 9NJ. 
Telephone: 020 8509 0039
www.pennyfielding.com

Highlights of the WVRA Annual 
General Meeting
The WVRA AGM took place on October 8, 2012 
at the St. Mary’s Welcome Centre and we were 
honoured to be graced with the presence of the 
Mayor of Waltham Forest, Councillor Richard 
Sweden.  
Everyone from the outgoing committee agreed to 
stand again, and a new volunteer, Barry White, 
has joined the committee.  
The accounts showed a slight loss of £171, leaving 
a still healthy balance of roughly £4000.   The 
main sources of income were membership fees 
and donations.  Advertising in the newsletter 
approximately covered the cost of printing.  
The summer Garden Party made a modest lost, 
mainly attributable to very unsettled weather.  
The Curry Supper Quiz, however, was a real 
financial success, bringing in a net income of over 
£600.  Along with the Garden Party, the biggest 
area of expenditure was London in Bloom.  
The winners of the in-Bloom and front garden 
competitions were announced, with certificates 
awarded to everyone who took part. 
Among the issues raised from the floor were: a 
post office for the Village and parking.  Cllr Mark 
Rusling said that the our local councillors are 
sympathetic to the idea, proposed by residents, 
that there should be one parking zone for the 
Village and they hope to have a review of the 
CPZ boundaries in the future.   A suggestion 
was made that the Association produce a panel 
with historical information about the area and 
that this is displayed prominently  - possibly in 
the square (by the meadow) at the top of Orford 
Road near the ancient house, to welcome visitors 
to the Village. 

WVRA 2012-13 Committee: 
• President: Ray Swingler 
• Chair – Paul Williams
• Membership Secretary – Shameem Mir 
• Acting Treasurer – Paul Williams
• Environment Committee – Helen Lerner 
• Committee members – Paul Gasson, Sarah 

Vincent, Sue Carter, Megan Whitear, Barry 
White
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The Elephant in the Village
Harold Jones lives in the Village, and came to 
Walthamstow at the age of 5, in 1935.  His father 
was the milkman for Hitchmans Dairies and 
served the Village for many years.  During the 
war, Harold’s mother, a dressmaker, worked 
at the bottom of Eden Road in a rope factory 
making string and cork fenders for ships and the 
family lived on Eden Road. 
Cherry Close on Eden Road was formerly 
Abbots Yard, a collection of outbuildings.  
Harold remembers something extremely special 
happening in Abbots Yard in the summer of 
1938….
“There were suddenly animals.  We saw little 
white ponies, being kept in the yard.  And then, 
in one of the very tall buildings that were used to 
store steamrollers, an elephant appeared.”   
The animals were performers in a show that was 
on for a week at the Palace Theatre, half way 
down the High Street (where Gregg’s is now).   
“The elephant was called Felix, and his trainer, 
who we called Paddy, had his dinner with us.  My 
older brother had the job of leading the ponies 
down the streets to the Palace every evening, 
and Paddy led the elephant, Felix.  People lined 
the street to see Felix and threw him cabbages to 
eat.” 
Sealions also featured in the show and were 
housed in a charabanc in Abbots Yard.  “You 
could hear them splashing around in the water 
in there, in a big tank, and honking away,” says 
Harold. 
The Palace Theatre was a very important 
Walthamstow venue.  Variety shows, singers, 
comedians and vaudeville troupes visited and 
the programme changed weekly.  It was a penny 
to go and sit in the gods, which Harold describes 
as “being so high up you felt frightened of falling 
out of your seat.”    
In those days the market in the High Street 
stayed open until past 11pm. The stalls would 
still trade at that time, lit by tilly lamps.  What 
a sight it must have been;  a bustling market, 
lamplit against the dark sky, and an elephant 
shambling home to the Village. 

Shop news …....  Shop news .........
Walthamstow Village Garage
The new garage at 28 Ravenswood Road had its 
former home at Station Approach, Walthamstow 
Central Station.  
The three trained mechanics have over 65 years 
experience between them, and offer all motor 
vehicle repair services, including MOT and 
diagnostics and actively encourage young local 
people into apprenticeship schemes.  If you 
would like to learn more about the Walthamstow 
Village Garage, please visit 
www.walthamstowvillagegarage.co.uk.
Philip Treacy, one of the owners, says:  “Due 
to the redevelopment at the station we found 
ourselves homeless, but the Village is a much 
nicer environment in which to work and we 
hope that we will become a positive part of the 
village community.”

Post office  
Four years after the local sub post office was 
closed at Yalna’s general stores at 29 Orford 
Road, discussions are still taking place with Post 
Office Ltd about getting it reopened at another 
village location. Nikhil Patel who runs the 
newspaper shop at 61 Orford Road has offered 
his premises, and has been in contact with Post 
Office Ltd for over 18 months. They are still 
reviewing their scheme for local funding of sub 
post offices as part of the modernisation of the 
post office network and hope to complete their 
review by November. If the answer is positive, 
serious discussions can start.

The hexagonal Penfold pillar box opposite the Ancient House
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East 
London 
sausagE 
Company 

suppoRt youR  
LoCaL ButCHER!
Large range of specialist  
sausages, highly recommended  
especially for barbecues

57 OrfOrd rOad, WaLthamstOW. 
t 020 8520 4060

WVRA Membership

If you think the Walthamstow Village Residents’ Association (WVRA) 
does valuable work, why not consider supporting us by becoming a 
member at a cost of just £12 per year?

Name:  .............................................................................     

Address:  ..............................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................   Postcode: .......................

Email:  .......................................................................  Phone: .........................................

Please return your completed form & a cheque (or £15 payable to “Walthamstow Village 
Residents’ Association” to WVRA Membership, 25 Beulah Rd, E17 9LG.
Or email shameem@walthamstowvillage.net for standing order details and form.

✂
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Vestry School of Dance and Performance 
Arts is a performance based school for 
children of all ages. Our aim is simple, 
building confidence through performance  
for all children. We offer many different types 
of performance based skills, from traditional 
classical ballet, to street jazz, to musical 
theatre. Children can progress onto exam 
based classes including GSCE’s whilst  
also enjoying the thrill of performance on  
a professional stage.

For further information please call: 
07974794276

www.vestryschoolofdance.co.uk

Vinegar Alley
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Food
• Christmas Farmers’ Market, Sun 23 December 

10am-2pm , top of the High Street, free range 
turkeys, Christmas puddings, mince pies, 
Christmas cakes, seasonal preserves and lots 
more. www.lfm.org.uk

Fitness
• Walthamstow Family Bike Club, 2nd Sunday of 

each month. A relaxed and sociable ride around 
open spaces. Meet 1pm outside the Ancient 
House Orford Rd/Church Lane junction, contact 
Paul 020 8520 0649, paul.gasson@gmail.com

• Parent & Baby Yoga, Monday 1 - 2pm, 
Walthamstow Toy Library. Sam Syer 07783 
658883  sam_73@ntlworld.com 

• Pilate’s class. Every Wednesday and Thursday at 
6.30pm. Upstairs at The Nag’s Head. Beginner, 
intermediate & advanced. Galina on 07748 654124.

Arts & Crafts
• DETACHED, until 6 January, Penny Fielding 

Gallery & Interiors, a joint exhibition by local 
photographers Paul Greenleaf & Paul Tucker 
examining the surfaces & depths of two buildings.  
Open regular shop hours Wednesday to Sunday. 

• E17 Designers, 30 November 2012, 7-10pm, Asian 
Centre, Orford Road. £2 entry for a free drink and 
entry to the goody bag prize draw!

• E17 Designers, 1 December 2012, 2-6pm, Asian 
Centre, Orford Road. 

• Life Drawing class. Every Monday 7.30 - 10pm. 
Upstairs at The Nag’s Head. email: harriet@
harrietarmstrong.com

History
• Talk: The Battle for People’s Marshes. Thursday 

14 Feb 2013, 7.30pm. Katy Andrews tells the story 
behind the early protests against the attempted 
development of Leyton Marshes in the 1890s.
Trinity United Reformed Church 58 Orford Road, 
E17 9QU (entrance in West Av). Walthamstow 
Historical Society members free, £1.50 for guests.

• Thursday 14 Mar 2013 7.30pm England’s First 
Actresses  Until 1661 there were no female actors 
on the English stage. So who were the first English 
actresses? Where did they come from? How did 
people view them? Marlene McAndrew explores 
(same venue and pricing as above). 

Music
• Music in the Village, 22 November, 7.30pm,  

Xuefei Yang, the extraordinary guitar virtuoso 
makes a return visit to Walthamstow.

• East London Brass Christmas Concert, Thursday 
13 December, 8pm Trinity URC Church, Orford 
Rd

• Music in the Village, 17 January 2013, 7.30pm,  
The Society of Strange and Ancient Instruments  
“The Ministry of Angels”.

• Live Jazz. Every Sunday 4.30pm to 7.30pm at The 
Nags Head.

Christmas
• Winter Bazaar, Friday 14 December 2012, Henry 

Maynard School, 3.30pm, school hall at Addison 
Road.

• Auntie Maureen’s E17 Winter Food Festival 
Sunday 9 December 11am - 5pm. A festive fair 
with a flair for food will take place in the fig tree 
garden of Penny Fielding Gallery & Interiors with 
a winter-warming mulled drinks bar.  To exhibit 
or for more info, ring Auntie Maureen on 07432-
430386 or email ask@auntiemaureen.info. 

• Christmas taster, Wednesday 5 December, 6pm - 
9pm.  Penny Fielding Gallery & Interiors, Orford 
Road. Late night gift extravaganza of pop-up 
shops;  spend £100 or more with Penny Fielding 
Gallery & Interiors and receive a £15 voucher.

Gardening
• WVRA Gardening Club,  first Saturday of the 

month, come rain or shine, meet 10.30 am at 
the Village Square. We plant, tidy, prune, weed, 
mulch beds and planters, litter-pick and clear 
overgrown spaces. Contact Helen Lerner for 
more details: helen@walthamstowvillage.net or 
0781 404 2499 or just turn up!

• Compost Day, Saturday 1 December, Village 
Square at 10.30am with your spades and brooms 
(and a wheelbarrow if you have one) to spread 
15 tonnes of compost (from the North London 
Waste Authority) around the Village flowerbeds 
and planters. 

• Lavender Corner Project, Saturday 5 January 
2013, Village Square 10.30am, to improve 
neglected corner between Berryfield Close and 
Vestry Road. Please bring spades and forks and 
wear sturdy shoes, gloves and long sleeves.

What to do 
in Winter 
Walthamstow
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Q
Penny Fielding’s shop on Orford Road, Beautiful 
Interiors, is a well established part of the Village 
landscape. 
1.  How long have you worked in Walthamstow?
I pitched up in Walthamstow because I needed a 
complete change in my life. I was a very busy interior 
designer in Kings Cross, and then ten years ago I 
happened to come here to have dinner with a friend 
in La Ruga and I was completely smitten.  It was 
totally ramshackle in those days, the graveyard was 
all overgrown and I loved it.  I took a summer stroll 
around the village because it is so pretty, came down 
Orford Road, saw the To Let sign outside the shop 
and thought “I’m going to have that shop.”  My friend 
did my family tree and discovered that my great 
grandfather lived at 67 Rectory Road, so of course 
my grandfather grew up there and they would both 
have walked past my shop before I was even thought 
of. I always thought I was a West London girl but my 
friend said, “Blimey girl, you’re a right Eastender.”  
2.  What do you like about it?
It has a real sense of place, a presence, that’s not 
manufactured.  It is really high up.  You can feel 
that and it gives it a special atmosphere.  People are 
amazed when they go up the church tower and they 
can see the whole city. 
The people round here are stylish without being 
trendy and discerning without being slavish. When I 
opened the shop,  the arts community had absolutely 
nowhere to go.   Since that time we now have the Art 
Trail, E17 Designers, Craft Guerilla, the refurbished 
William Morris gallery….it’s great.  
3.  What do you least like about it?
The whole of the Council.
4. If you were mayor of Walthamstow what single 

thing would you change?
The things that get done in this community get 
done by the community.  I would really harness the 
business possibilities that the arts community has to 
offer here.    
5. Favourite place to eat in Walthamstow
Eat 17.  It is grown up and good value.   
6. Favourite shop?
Mick the butchers. I think Mick is adorable. 
7.  Favourite local character?
Flossie at the Nag’s. 
8. How would you describe Walthamstow in three 

words?
Feisty, industrious and creative.
9. Which one local amenity would you like to see 

reopened?
EMD cinema. 

10. Have you been involved in any E17 campaigns?
The William Morris gallery, the cinema and 
mentoring local artists.  
11. What is your fondest memory of Walthamstow?
I love walking back to the Ancient House, hearing 
the bells and thinking “Oh it’s Wednesday”.  I feel 
very safe in the rhythm of the Village.  
12. What predictions would you make for 

Walthamstow over the next decade?
Property prices increasing.  I think parts of Hoe 
Street and St James will regenerate and I would open 
another shop there if I could.  
13. What’s the biggest change you’ve seen in the 

area?
Orford Road becoming a thriving business area.  
14. How many addresses have you lived/worked 

in?  
I have been a Hollywood wife and lived in Tuscany, 
the Middle East, and New York and never felt more 
at home than in Walthamstow.
15. How do you get around Walthamstow?
Walk 
16. If you could say a public thank you to one 

person in Walthamstow, who would you say it 
to?

Laura Kerry of the E17 Art Trail.
17. What’s your favourite road in Walthamstow?
Eden Grove.  I think it is magical. 

17  questions in E17

Beautiful Interiors’ window displays from earlier this year


