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Mandy Parnell is the owner of Black 
Saloon music studios located in the heart of 
Walthamstow Village.

Mandy has been a Village resident as well 
as business owner for over 13 years. Many 
internationally acclaimed artists visit the 
Village to work with Mandy on their art.  It is 
a rare occasion for her clients not to comment 
on the charm of the Village area.

Having bestowed such invaluable qualities 
to her home and business, Mandy has taken 
influence from Walthamstow Village as a 
Conservation Area, and felt that she too 
should contribute to the conservation of the 
environment she lives and works in.

Mandy is delighted to become a standard 
bearer for cleaner energy consumption by 
installing  solar panels.  She aims to show that 

FeatureSound eco credentials

professional facilities for audio media can 
indeed thrive with greener energy.   Her studio 
is mostly powered by the solar energy and she 
feeds the excess electricity generated back to 
the National Grid.

Mandy took advice from the Village Residents 
Association as well as Waltham Forest Planning 
Department and sustainable energy advisors 
and was granted planning permission by 
Waltham Forest for the installation.

Mandy is proud to be part of the 
Walthamstow Village Community, showing that 
businesses can integrate solar power effectively 
in the area to create a greener environment.

MARSH STREET

Traditional values and good advice
enquiries@marshstreetmortgages.co.uk

0208 520 9300
40 Orford Road, Walthamstow, London E17 9NJMARSH STREETYour home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. 

There will be a fee for the advice given, the exact amount will depend upon your circumstances but we estimate it will be £495 or 1%.

Mortgage advice that’s right up your street
Marsh Street provides expert independent mortgage advice for everyone, from � rst 
time buyers and remortgagers, to experienced buy to let landlords.

As an independent mortgage adviser, we have access to the whole of the 
mortgage market. That means we are able to � nd the very best mortgage for you 
from all of those available. 

We have the experience and ability to see the whole market, to cut through the 
� ne print and explain the pros and cons of each product.

Get expert mortgage advice by speaking to Marsh Street today.

Marsh Street was the original name of Walthamstow High Street 
where a number of large manor houses were used as weekend 
or summer retreats. Samuel Pepys’ bosses had houses here, 
and after visiting one of them Pepys described how they had 
drunk wine from a local vineyard and “the whole company said 
they never drank better foreign wine [than this one] in their lives”.
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like whisky cured salmon, farmer cheeses, 
home-made soup, amazing chocolate alongside 
hand-made jewellery, crochet accessories, 
vinyls, greeting cards, silk-screen printed 
T-shirts.....and more. 

The Beulah Road Market will run every 
Saturday from 12:00 to 17:00 until the end of 
the summer. 

The market is on Facebook as Beulah Road 
Market E17 and on Twitter as 
@BeulahRoadMarketE17.  For more information 
on how to reserve a FREE space at the market, 
email alessandrarigillo@googlemail.com. 

News

There’s a new market in town…on Beulah 
Road.  Organised by Alessandra Rigillo of 
Abstract and Margie Gormley of Fox & Bear, 
the market is designed to bring more people 
to Beulah Road. “From what I believe was the 
Edwardian High Street with 45 different stores, 
today only a few shops are left,” she says.  
“My shop, Abstract, is one of the oldest in the 
Walthamstow area.”

“Initially my idea was to serve food and 
drinks during Saturday lunch time but, when 
I met Jeremy of Bestow Kitchen, a young guy 
with a great passion for good food, the project 
got bigger and bigger.”

Bestow Kitchen prides itself on making as 
much of its produce as possible, even down 
to the mustard, and using local suppliers 
wherever possible.  Goodies like Shropshire 
Blue and sage tart and Earl Grey chocolate 
brownies make them a popular destination for 
foodies. 

The market is a place for the community to 
catch up with their neighbours and buy treats 

Market Town

 

48a Greenway Avenue. E17 3QN 
Close to Wood Street Station 

 
Your friendly local club a few minutes walk 

from the Village, with 3 outdoor tarmac courts 
and floodlights for year-round play. 

 
 
 

Adult membership + 6 lessons from £99, kids 
from £20. See website for details. 

 
 
 

Try us twice for FREE at one of our social 
sessions! 

 
General tennis or membership enquiries:    

tennis@walthamstowsportsclub.co.uk 
 

Coaching: Victoria 07815 693284 or 
tennis@wimx.org.uk 

 

www.walthamstowsportsclub.co.uk 
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Gardening

The London in Bloom 
judges Mark Jones and 
Theresa Short will visit the 
Village on Tuesday 15 July.

On the big day Teresa 
Deacon will give a presentation 
(contact us if you’d like to 
come and watch), and we 
take the judges on a two hour 
circular walking tour starting 
and finishing at the Museum. 
It would be great, if you’re 
out and about or tending your 
garden, if you’d say hello and 
wave to us and the judges. 

Judging Route
We haven’t yet finalised the 

judging route but we envisage 
it to be along Vestry Road, 
East Avenue, over Orford Road 
to Wingfield Road, Grosvenor 
Rise East, Beulah Road to 
Maynard Road for Collard 
Court, and Don Mapp’s garden, 
then back down Beulah Road 
round Orford Road to the 

Village Square and Eden Road 
then to Summit Road to the 
Outlook Care Garden, along 
Orford road to the Diamond 
Jubilee Meadow, Church 
Lane and back via St Mary’s 
churchyard along Church End, 
Church Path and back to the 
museum. Phew! We stop along 
the way to look at and talk 
about the history of the area, 
gardens, planters and projects 
in which we’re involved. 

On the morning of the 
judging (15 July), before your 
daily duties, if you’re around 
and willing or just can’t sleep, 
please join us and Waltham 
Forest operatives at 6.30am 
for an early morning clear-
up along the judging route. 
We work till around 9.30 am, 
removing stray weeds and 
litter and sweeping any dirty 
nooks and crannies until 
Teresa and Helen have to get 
clean and smart, ready for 
the judges’ arrival. You can, 
of course come and go at any 
time. 

Other entrants 
Other entrants in the 

London Village category this 
year include Twickenham, 
Barnes and Kyle Bourne 
(Kilburn) villages. We are lucky 
to be part of the beautiful 
and historical Walthamstow 
Village and we think it’s the 
best! So let’s all work towards 
another Gold Award and show 
everyone what makes us so 
special and how a London area 
can pull together and have 
such a tremendous community 

spirit. 

We send our warm good 
luck wishes to the residents 
of Cleveland Park (Crescent, 
Avenue and Vintry Mews) who 
have entered their area in 
the It’s Your Neighbourhood 
category.

What you can do
Please ensure your garden, 

premises or forecourt, baskets 
and window boxes are looking 
their best, your hedges are 
clipped and the fences and 
boundaries are tidy and that 
your bins and recycling boxes 
are neatly placed or tucked 
away. Also please make sure 
that the pavement or area 
outside your property is swept 
and weed-free.  

If you do see signs of 
vandalism, graffiti or fly-
tipping or if you have rubbish 
in your garden that needs 
removal e.g. mattresses, please 
inform Waltham Forest Direct: 
wfdirect@walthamforest.gov.
uk (tel:  020 8496 3000) 

Gardening news & launch of 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom 2014



- 5 -

Gardening

to attract ne’er-do-wells as 
they know we won’t stand for 
anti-social behaviour. Come 
and join us for an hour or so – 
it’s healthy and rewarding fun, 
you don’t need any special 
gardening skills and you get to 
meet your lovely neighbours! 

Gardening Days 
before judging: 
•	 Saturday 7 June

•	 Saturday 5 July – Big Clean 
Up – see above   

•	 Saturday 12 July – an extra 
Saturday thrown in!

Gardening Evenings
Meet at the Village Square 

at 7 pm (call 0781 404 2499 
if you’re late and we’ve gone 
ahead). Then after for a 
refreshing beverage at a local 
hostelry. 

•	 Tuesday 17 June 

•	 Tuesday 24 June 

•	 Wednesday 25 June

•	 Tuesday 1 July

•	 Tuesday 8 July

•	 Wednesday 9 July

•	 Monday 14 July – Primp my 
Village (eve of judging) 

Business 
Sponsorship & 
Walthamstow Village 
in Bloom Portfolio

The WVRA heartily thanks 
Fullers Builders, The Village 
Spar and BEE17 for their 
generous and continuing 
sponsorship. All sponsors are 
listed in our Walthamstow 
Village in Bloom portfolio 
which this year has been 
beautifully designed by Joshua 
Lerner.  

The 30 page portfolio, 
produced as part of our 
Bloom entry, is full of 
photos and details our work 
throughout the year. It can be 
viewed at http://issuu.com/
walthamstowvillageinbloom/
docs, the WVRA website and 
Facebook page. Hardcopies 
will be available to view 
at the WVRA stand at the 
Walthamstow Village Festival 
on Saturday 2 August. 

Saturday 7 July – Big 
Village Clean Up & 
Gardening Day

We are seeking volunteers 
to tidy, garden, remove 
graffiti, paint street furniture 
and generally spruce up the 
Village ready for Judging 
Day. This event is a lot of 
fun and suitable for all ages 
and abilities. Please meet at 
the Village Square at 10.30 
with your gloves and wearing 
sturdy footwear; all equipment 
will be provided. Do wear old 
clothes if you want to paint!  

WVRA Gardening 
Club 

The Gardening Club meets 
on the first Saturday of 
each month at 10.30am on 
the Village Square to plant, 
prune and weed the planters, 
flowerbeds and public spaces, 
remove graffiti, tidy up and 
tackle special projects. This 
work, apart from making the 
Village look great, has made a 
big impact safety and crime-
wise by preventing obscured 
sightlines and clearing places 
that can be hidden behind. 
An area that is beautiful and 
well-cared for is far less likely 
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Front Garden & 
Beautiful Premises 
Challenges 2014

When we last entered 
the competition in 2012, 
Walthamstow Village in Bloom 
achieved Best London Village, 
a Gold award, London’s Best 
Floral Display Award and 
London’s Best Front Garden 
for Mr & Mrs Martin in Church 
Lane. This level of success 
can only be achieved with 

the support of our residents, 
community groups and 
businesses. Entering the 
Challenges is as much about 
community involvement 
as it is about flowers and 
plants. Every single garden, 
premises, window box and 
basket is important to our 
entry – everyone entering will 
be awarded a certificate of 
participation to be presented 
at the WVRA AGM on 20 
October. The “best” gardens 
and premises will be entered 
in the main London in Bloom 
category.  

There are categories for 
business and community 
premises, front gardens, 
balconies, window boxes and 
containers. Your entry must be 
able to be seen from the street 
or be open to the public. 

So come on, rise to the 
challenge by completing and 

returning the form below 
before Friday 27 June. Get out 
those gardening tools, stretch 
your green fingers and enter!  

If you would like more 
information or to join 
the in Bloom Committee 
please contact: helen@
walthamstowvillage.net  - 0781 
404 2499 

Please also join our 
Facebook group Walthamstow 
Village in Bloom that is kept 
up to date with news, views, 
information and photos. 

Good luck and many thanks 
from your Bloom team, 

Helen Lerner, Teresa Deacon, 
Graham Sherman and John 
Chambers 

I wish to enter the following address/premises in Walthamstow Village: 

Name ……………………………………………………..............................................................…….........….......

Business/premises name  ……………………………...………………..........................................................................

Address ……………………………...……………….............................................................…………………..........

Email ……………………………………...........................................................……………………………….......

Phone    ……………………………………................................................................…………………………..........
In the following category(s):  (please tick one)

□  Front garden/grounds
□  Balcony
□  Hanging baskets/window boxes/containers
□  Display/shop front

Closing date for entries is Friday 27th June 2014.  N.B. Garden or display must be visible from the front of the property.
Please return your completed form to: 
  WVRA Gardening Challenges, 6 Beulah Road, Walthamstow Village, London, E17 9LQ.

FRONT GARDEN & BEAUTIFUL PREMISES CHALLENGES 2014 ENTRY FORM
✂

If you are unsure 
of which category to 
choose, leave blank 
and we will decide.

Gardening



- 7 -

Wales and Austria.  He also 
did caving and enjoyed 
motorcycling.

One of his greatest loves was 
bell-ringing. He began ringing 
in 1950 when he walked 
through St Mary’s churchyard 
and heard the bells being rung.  
He went and investigated and 
was soon learning to ring. 

He rang his first peal in 
1956 in Isleworth and his 
first at St Mary’s the following 
year.  He rang his 975 peals 
in churches all over the 
country, including in many of 
the famous London churches 
and at least 11 cathedrals, 
including Canterbury, Durham 
and Lincoln. His last at St 
Mary’s was in 2009. 

Dennis was captain of the 
St Mary’s tower and his skills, 
enthusiasm and encyclopaedic 
knowledge allowed him 
to introduce many others 
to ringing. He also took a 
leading role in the recent 
campaign to raise £70,000 
for the refurbishment of the 
church’s bells. In tribute to his 
contribution the new treble 
bell will be dedicated in his 
name. 

Fellow WEA member Katrina 
Finch said: “The whole class 
will miss Dennis terribly. He 
was quietly assertive and lived 
a solitary life, but was liked by 
many for his enthusiasm and 
always managed to impress 
people with his breadth of 
knowledge.”  

David Baker, a ringer at 
St Mary’s, said: “Dennis’ 
passing leaves a gap that 
will be difficult to fill but he 
does leave a grateful band of 
ringers who will continue the 
tradition he loved so much.” 

Reverend Simon Heathfield 
said: “Dennis has enriched 
east London more than many 
will know and we feel his loss 
but are thankful for his life.”

have since returned to the 
owner but it is recorded in 
their database of findings for 
London.

The owl roosted in the 
conifer tree for the rest of the 
day where it dozed and as it 
started to get dark at around 
6pm, it spread its huge wings 
and flew off into the dusk. It 
was a magnificent bird and 
as GiGl confirmed, it was 
extremely usual to be found in 
our local area – it beats seeing 
an occasional woodpecker! 

Keep your eyes open, you 
never know who or what 
you may see in the village 
nowadays!

David Baker

The final peal

We are very sad to report 
the death of Dennis Hewitt, 
who had published several 
pamphlets based on his local 
history research, including one 
on the 200-year history of bell-
ringing at his local church, St 
Mary’s in Walthamstow. 

Dennis was born in Malta 
Road, Leyton and lived all his 
life in the house apart from a 
few years during the Second 
World War when he was 
evacuated to the countryside. 
He was a man of wide-ranging 
interests. In earlier years he 
had been a keen mountain 
walker, particularly enjoying 

Tu-whit Tu-whooooooo’s 
That?

On Sunday 9th March, 
we were wakened around 
7:30am by the raucous cries of 
about twenty -five crows that 
gathered along the tops of the 
trees at the end of our garden. 
Their behaviour was very 
aggressive towards something 
nearby but it was unclear to 
us why or what this was. Later 
that morning, we spoke to a 
neighbour, who told us that a 
large owl was spotted earlier 
that day on the roof extension 
of a nearby house. We 
investigated further and found 
that the owl had moved from 
the house to a nearby conifer 
tree and was still there some 
6 hours later. The crows were 
still around, patrolling the area 
and showing behaviour that 
they were feeling threatened. 

I took some photos and 
when they were examined by 
officers from the Greenspace 
Information for Greater 
London (GiGl) and the London 
Wildlife Trust, the identity 
of the bird was confirmed as 
an Eagle Owl. Chloe Smith 
(Data Officer GiGl) said “You 
might be interested to know, 
yours will only be the 10th 
precisely located record we 
have for London of an eagle 
owl.  Several of the other 
records were of one well-
known escapee that used to 
spend time in Regents Park in 
the 90s.” They considered it 
was an escaped bird that may 

Other news
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1970s and 80s it 
housed Solmedia, 
Laboratory 
Supplies and 
prior to that an 
undertaker’s and 
cabinet maker.  

The Orford Road Post & Money Order & 
Telegraph Office & Savings Bank (to give its 
full title) was listed in 1886 at no. 29 which 
remained a Post Office until closure in 2008 
(with a brief spell being relocated to what is 
now Spar in the early 1900s).  A wool shop 
owned firstly by the Misses Coleman and then 
Mrs. Bessie Lindley was in the adjacent shop to 
the Post Office at 29a through the 1950s (good 
to know that we still have a wool and yarn shop 
in Beulah Road).

Desborough’s the newsagent at no. 61 has 
held the same name for over fifty years but in 
an earlier life in 1900 it was a registry office 
for servants (I would imagine where they 
registered for work rather than where they got 
married!).  

Frank Ison Ironmongery and Oil Store was 
established in 1870 and only ceased trading 
as a hardware shop relatively recently in 2004 
with its splendid shop sign frontage which still 
lives on.  The bakery (now The Village Bakery) 
dates back to the 1880s with only a few name 
changes.  The New Mandarin Chinese take-away 
was a fishmonger’s through to the 1970s.  

The corner of Eden and Orford Roads, site of 
the Village Square garden was once two shops, 
nos 43 and 45, formerly a linen draper through 
the 1900s and in the 1950s a radio and 
electrical repair shop.  Similarly, on the paved 
corner opposite the Ancient House, once stood 
the Ajax Tyre Service.  

The Labour Party office at no. 23 started 
life in 1886 with George Berry, a china and 
glass dealer followed by a confectioner’s, a 
watchmaker and a printer.

Penny Fielding’s Gallery and Interiors at 
no. 34 has been a range of outlets over the 
years – a draper, a dairy, a cleaner’s, a ladies 
hairdresser and self-service supermarket.

On the next page is a ‘snapshot’ of some of 
the Orford Road outlets in 2014 and over a 
hundred years ago.

Teresa Deacon

In 1908, the London Olympics took place 
at the White City, the first major suffragette 
rally was held in London, and Orford Road, 
Walthamstow in Essex was a thriving place to 
shop.

Those new to the area and those familiar 
with the ever-changing face of Orford Road 
may be interested to know how Orford Road 
looked at the turn of the 20th century.  There 
have been shops and businesses on Orford 
Road since the mid 19th century when it was 
the heart of old Walthamstow and the earliest 
records I could find at the Vestry House 
Museum are listed from 1886.  I was happy to 
discover that there is almost exactly the same 
number of active outlets in Orford Road now as 
over a century ago.

For much of the 20th century, Orford 
Road was dominated by the Connaught 
General Hospital which closed in 1977 and 
demolished to make way for Holmcroft 
House, the sheltered accommodation between 
the old Town Hall and Orford Road railway 
bridge.  At various points over the decades, 
the Waltham Forest Asian Centre (formerly St. 
Mary’s National School) housed the Pathology 
Laboratory, Hayward House (next to the Nag’s 
Head, now residential) was the Nurses’ Home.  
The Outpatients Dept. was at the top of Beulah 
Road (now the Turning Point social care centre) 
and the Public Dispensary was at number 
35, now also residential.  The old Town Hall 
became the main entrance for the hospital in 
1959.

Looking at local pubs, both the Nag’s Head 
and the Queen’s Arms date back to the 19th 
century but newcomers to the area may be 
surprised to know that The Village pub is a 
relatively recent addition and through the 

HistorySnapshot from the past

Orford Road retail parade
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 South 2014 1908 and earlier where indicated
side no.

 71 The Village Bakery William Horley, Baker 
 69 The Deli café Mrs. A. Miles, Corn Merchant 
 67 Paul Shekleton architects Edwin Honhold, Greengrocer
 65 New Mandarin, Chinese take-away James Brown & Son, Fishmonger
 63 Finamore Antiques/furniture  Stephen Prince, Tea and Provision Dealer
  restoration 
 61 Desborough newsagents 1900:  Registry office for servants
 59 La Ruga, Italian restaurant Alfred Sparey, Bootmaker
 57 East London Sausage Co. Peter Jackson, Saddler (originally sited in corner 
   shop opposite Nag’s Head), plus Thomas  
   Maynard, Monument Mason
 47 Frank Ison / Janet Tildsley Assoc. Frank Ison, Oilman
 45 & 43 Eden/Orford Road corner  Arthur Sinden, Linen Draper
  (demolished)
 41 The Village Kitchen Restaurant Robert Jolly, Tobacconist
 39 Little Mashers, Pop Shop 1886:  Bootmaker, 1900:  Confectioner
 37 Desire Hair & Beauty Salon 1900:  Ironmonger/cycle works
  Mon Seedin Leatherwear
 35 Now residential Walthamstow Public Dispensary
 31 The Village Public House Thomas Maynard, Undertaker
 29 Convenience store Richard Rolph Stationer / Post Office
  (former Post Office)
 25 Mondragone Italian Restaurant Mrs. Louisa Foster Art Needlework Repository
 23 Labour Party Office Mrs. Alice Davis, Confectioner
 19 Petals in Bloom plus Toys Walthamstow Urban District Council offices
 17 Residential Certifying Factory Surgeon
 9 Nag’s Head Public House Henry Arthur Christmas, Nag’s Head Public House
 North 

 side no.  
 42 Queen’s Arms Public House Edwin James Locke, Queen’s Arms Public House
 40 Estates 17 Estate Agent William Gray, Chemist
 38 Lotolie Family Hairdresser Mark Sibley, Grocer
 36 MA Architects George Albert Locke, Confectioner
 34 Penny Fielding Gallery & Interiors Henry Way, Dairy
 32 Orford Saloon Tapas Bar 1886:  Joseph Love, Oilman
 30 Eat 17 Restaurant & Bar Benjamin Marks, Hairdresser
 28 Eat 17 Restaurant & Bar 1886:  Publisher, Walthamstow & Leyton 
   Guardian Newspaper
 26 Spar Village Stores Henry Williard, Furrier
 24 Spar Village Stores Robert Eustace, Grocer & Post & Telegraph Office 
 22 Residential  Modern College of Music & Drama up to 2012
 20 Waltham Forest Asian Centre St. Mary’s National School (girls)
 16 Old Town Hall Town Hall & Walthamstow Perm. Benefit B/Society
 4-14 Holmcroft Sheltered Housing Leyton,  Leytonstone, Walthamstow & Wanstead 
   Children’s & General Hospital
 2 Residential Miss Emily Wood, Laundry

History

Orford Road retail parade
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freehold land schemes, whereby workers might 
borrow money from building societies and 
repay in instalments. He gave an example of a 
mechanic who, instead of paying 5 shillings per 
week (25p) for rent, could borrow £125 from 
the building society, repaying 5s 6d per week, 
and thus complete the purchase his own home 
within fourteen years. Not only did he build his 
houses in Eden Grove in the teeth of opposition 
from the local gentry and farmers who felt that 
they would lower the tone of the village, but 
he also wrote a history of Walthamstow which 
gives fascinating details about life there in the 
nineteenth century.’

The Gardens of the British Working Class 
Margaret Willes Price: £25.00 published by Yale 
University Press.

Clarke’s History of Walthamstow 1861 was 
published by the Walthamstow Antiquarian 
Society in 1980.

Barry White, 10 Eden Grove.

the great
east end

14th june 12pm - 6pm
st mary’s welcome centre, church end, e17 9rj

famous £5 art raffle. prosecco & sorrel by woodford & warner
pimms by the stow roses, vintage fashion & home-ware

local food market, dj jerome's music garden, kids art activities
& much more

sponsored by

adults £1. kids free with a can of food

the great
east end

14th june 12pm - 6pm
st mary’s welcome centre, church end, e17 9rj

famous £5 art raffle. prosecco & sorrel by woodford & warner
pimms by the stow roses, vintage fashion & home-ware

local food market, dj jerome's music garden, kids art activities
& much more

sponsored by

adults £1. kids free with a can of food

Newsletter content & advertising
If you have ideas for newsletter features or other content, please 
email us at newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net 
If you are interested in placing an advertisement,  please email 
shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

“The Village” Magazine Production team
Editor Lucy Freeman: newsletter@walthamstowvillage.net

Designer Paul Gasson: paulg@walthamstowvillage.net

Advertising Shameem Mir: shameem@walthamstowvillage.net

History

A new book 
about the 
gardens of the 
British working 
class features 
an interesting 

piece about the homes in Eden Grove (eight are 
now in Eden Road). Written by Hackney author 
Margaret Willes, The Gardens of the British 
Working Class celebrates the extraordinary 
feats of cultivation by the working class in 
Britain, even if the land they toiled, planted and 
loved was not their own. Spanning more than 
four centuries, from the earliest records of the 
labouring classes in the country to today.

Margaret’s research unearths lush gardens 
nurtured outside rough workers’ cottages and 
horticultural miracles performed in blackened 
yards, and reveals the ingenious, sometimes 
devious, methods employed by determined, 
obsessive and eccentric workers to make their 
drab surroundings bloom. She also explores the 
stories of the great philanthropic industrialists 
who provided gardens for their workforces, 
the fashionable rich stealing the gardening 
ideas of the poor, alehouse syndicates and 
fierce rivalries between vegetable growers, 
flower-fanciers cultivating exotic blooms on 
their city windowsills, and the rich lore handed 
down from gardener to gardener through 
generations.

About Eden Grove she writes in Chapter 
6 ‘Hard Times’: ‘In 1862 Ebenezer Clarke, 
in association  with Benjamin Rowbottom,  
bought ten building plots in Eden Road to 
build eighteen houses for the labouring poor…
Clarke, a builder, was a keen advocate of 

Lowering the tone in the village - never!
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Food and Drink
Wine Tasting 
7pm on the last Thursday of every month at the 
Nags Head Pub. Booked in advance. Contact Sean 
or Sharon seanpic@aol.com.

Farmer’s Market
Sunday between 11am-2pm
Walthamstow Square at the top of the High Street.

Music

Beginners’ bell ringing 
Every Wednesday from 7.30 until 9pm.  Bell tower, 
St Mary’s, entrance through the doorway facing 
the Ancient House.

Gardening 

WVRA Gardening Club 
meets on first Saturday of each month at 10.30am 
at the Village Square and then go on to tend the 
flowerbeds in the area, tidy up, plant, prune and 
weed. 

Dance

Circle Dancing to World Music 
2pm-pm 5th June, 3rd July 3rd July, 7th August. £4 
per session, tea, coffee and soft drinks included. No 
need for a partner, just turn up. At Quaker Meeting 
House, 1a, Jewel Rd, Walthamstow, E17 4QU. 
Contact Pat 020 8556 3508 or jean.duggleby@
virgin.net

Art

Great East End Art Market
12noon - 6pm 14 June St Mary’s Welcome Centre
£1 per adult. Children free with a can of food. 
Indulge your passion and love for art and help 
raise money for eat or heat.  Raffle for works of art, 
Prosecco & sorrel by Woodford & Warner, Pimms 
by the stow roses, Vintage fashion & home-ware, 
Local food market, DJ Jerome’s music garden, Kids 
art activities. More details:  www.eatorheat.org

Diary

What to do in the Village this Summer

E17 Art Trail

31 May – 15 June 2014, explore artists’ studios, 
visit flagship galleries, discover art in open-
houses & unconventional spaces, encounter pop-
up performances or explore your own creativity 
at an artist-led workshop.  For more details www.
e17arttrail.co.uk, info@e17arttrail.co.uk 

“STOWTELLERS” 
The Walthamstow Storytelling Club monthly every 
2nd Monday provides a venue for those who wish 
to listen to stories and/or tell stories. £3 (£2 for 
concessions) at The Welcome Centre, 8 Church 
End, E17 9RJ. Contact Mike Forbes stowtellers@
yahoo.co.uk  or 07837 308703.

Cycling

Walthamstow Family Bike Club
Join us on a relaxed, family fun ride to explore 
parks, and little known back street routes.  Meet 
at 1pm on the 2nd Sunday each month outside the 
Ancient House. Contact Paul on 020 8520 0648/
paul.gasson@gmail.com

Community

Police Hoe St Ward Panel meeting
6.30pm 5th June 2014, Electric House Church Hill. 

Songs of Praise
5.30pm on 15th June at Central Baptist Church 
(101 Orford Road) is 100 years old in June 2014.
As part of our celebrations, our weekend services 
will culminate in a Songs of Praise service. Contact 
020 8503 7577 or Central101@btconnect.com

Walthamstow Village Festival
1-6pm Saturday 2nd August. The upper half of 
Orford Road will be closed to vehicles all day. 
Outdoor stage for musical performance in the 
village, stalls run by local community groups 
and businesses, an artists and makers fair, and 
an evening youth talent show. More details 
walthamstowfestival@gmail.com, 020 8223 0707, 
www.villagefestival.wordpress.com
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different times of day and days of the week. 
We want to make it a vibrant part of the Village 
scene. 

Do you use local suppliers?
Yes, we use Mick at the butchers for meat, 

we have local beers when we can, including 
from Wild Card, Hackney Brewery and the East 
London Brewery. 

Which is your favourite shop in Walthamstow?
Walthamstow Wines.

How is Walthamstow going to change in the 
next ten years?

Gentrification – even more! 

Any family links to E17?
I was born here, my family are all here.  I 

lived on Pretoria Avenue when I was six.  

Describe a favourite E17 day….
A trip to the William Morris gallery, a wander 

round Lloyd Park, lunch at Manzi’s, then a 
walk back through the village ending up at the 
Queen’s Arms. 

Favourite dish on the Queen’s Arms menu?
At the moment it is red mullet with a 

bouillabaisse sauce, saffron potatoes and 
spinach.  

Favourite wine?
Favourite Pecorino from the middle of Italy, a 
beautiful summery unusual Italian wine. 

Any local causes you support?
Yes – I want the EMD cinema put back to good 
use.

Queen’s Arms

We talk to 
Laurance Younger, 
one of the owners 
of Orford Road’s 
The Queen’s Arms.  

How long have you owned the Queen’s Arms?
We took over in September 2013.  

Where do you live?
In Walthamstow, near Lloyd Park.  

Which is your favourite Village street?
Orford Road. 

What do you like about the Village?
The community feel.  

Which E17 addresses have you had?
We used to live in Brettenham Road, then we 

moved round the corner.  My children go to 
Chapel End school. 

How has it changed since you’ve lived here? 
It’s become more expensive! 

If you could change one thing in E17, what 
would you change?

The High Street and market – the whole area 
needs a good tidy. 

What’s your favourite place to eat? (not 
counting the Queen’s Arms)

Dhaka Tandoori on Hoe Street.  I love a curry.  
Otherwise Eat17;  it’s a great place to take my 
children, really nice staff and the menu is very 
accessible. 

If you could publicly thank one person in the 
Village, who would you thank?

I would thank Archie, who sold us the pub.  

What is the ethos behind this place?
Essentially it’s a brasserie.  Hopefully it 

has a broad appeal, family friendly, and yet 
still attractive to couples for evening meal, 
people popping for coffee and a beer garden to 
encourage drinkers in the evenings.  

Any future plans for it?
We’re thinking about how we’re going to fill 

it and we think the key is different menus for 

Laurance Younger


